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EXCLUSIVE short story by Christina Courtenay 






WEEK 

CHALLENGE 



SCIENCE PLAN 



Help your cat get back in shape with new 
Hill's™ Science Plan™ Perfect Weight 



50% of pets in Europe are at an unhealthy weight' and this can impact both 
quality of life and longevity. That's why Hill's is launching a 10 Week 
Challenge together with New Science Plan™ Perfect Weight. It's your 
chance to win free food for 10 weeks while helping your cat reach 
healthy weight for a longer, happier life^. 



Perfect Weight 



Cl'ielstft 



Visit www.hillspet.co.uk/10WeekChallenge 



* Closing date: 1 9th April 201 5. Participants must be 1 6 years of age to participate. 



recommended terms and conditions please visit www.hillspet.co. uk/1 OWeekChallenge 

BY VETERI N ARI ANS ^ ■ pR study, youGov (eu, 201 3); 

WORLDWIDE 2. Kealyetal.,JAVMA (2002); Vet J (June 201 2) -German AJetal. 



■'■''^Trademarks owned by Hill's Pet Nutrition, Inc. ©201 5 








Features writer 
Rachel: ‘I loved 
speaking to 
Jamie about 
raising a leopard 
cub (p26) — 
she’s so cute!’ 



Deputy web 
editor Lara: This 
month’s photo 
feature about 
the cats of Cairo 
is amazing (p6).’ 



Acting 
commercial 
manager Andrea: 
There are some 




great ideas for 
creating a cat- 
friendly garden 
this month (p20).’ 






/ 

Ad sales Emma: 
‘As a lover of 
animal print, 

I love looking 
at the Catwalk 
page (p72).’ 



. elcome to the April issue 

I of Your Cat. With the 

I I warmer months ahead of 
y\ us, this is the perfect time 
I ^ to start thinking about 

your outdoor space, and how you 
can turn it into a cat paradise. 

This month, cat-loving gardener 
Graham Strong gives us six simple 
steps to transform your garden 
into a land of adventure for your 
kitty — turn to page 20. 

Spring also sees many of us 
sprucing up the inside of our 
homes, so we’ve pulled together 
a buyer’s guide to cat-friendly 
cleaning products, from litter tray 
cleaners to stain removers and 



specialist laundry detergents. 

Turn to page 66 for over 20 handy 
sprays and solutions. 

If you manage to grab a 
moment to curl up on the sofa 
with your cat this month, don’t 
forget to read our exclusive 
short story by romantic novelist 
Christina Courtenay, followed by 
our selection of readers’ true cat 
tales — purrfect! Have you got 
a tale to tell about your cat? Send 
it to us at editorial@yourcat.co.uk 
and yours could feature in a future 
issue too! 

As per usual, we’ve also got 
giveaways galore throughout 
this issue — from books to 



cat-themed jewellery, flea 
products, cat flaps and activity 
centres, plus don’t miss our ‘win 
all this’ page, courtesy of the 
lovely London Pet Show team, 
where you could bag yourself 
a prize bundle worth over £800 
— turn to page 35! 

Happy reading. 



CjJ 



OSL 



Chloe Hukin, editor 

chloe@yourcat.co.uk 
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35 WIN ALL THIS! 

Enjoy a VIP experience at the 
London Pet Show and goodies 
fronn the show — worth 
over £800! 



29 GET CRAFTY 

Love cross-stitch? You’ll 
love this free pattern, 
exclusive to Your Cat! 



IM EVERY ISSUE 

8 CATCH-UP 

The latest news, diary dates, 
feline gossip and new books, 
plus cat sitter Chris Pascoe 
and columnist Tom Cox share 
their latest feline musings. 

15 CAT CHAT 



32 SUBSCRIBE & SAVE 

Subscribe to Your Cat 
magazine and pay just £7 
every three months! 

87 SHOWTIME! 

Anthony Nichols updates us 
on the latest news from the 
world of showing. 



I 



Four pages of prize-winning 
reader letters, plus Facebook 
and Twitter highlights. 
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90 NEXT ISSUE 

A sneak peek at what’s 
coming up in the May issue of 
Your Cat... 

WIN 

25 FREEBIES 

Over £1,000 worth of prizes 
up for grabs in our monthly 
prize draw! 




FEATURES 

6 CATS OF CAIRO 

Photographer Walter Rothwell 
fell in love with Egypt’s 
characterful felines. 

20 CREATE A CAT PARADISE 

Cat-loving gardener Graham 
Strong explains how you can 
create the perfect cat-friendly 
outdoor space, just in time 
for summer. 

26 M HAND-REARED 
A LEOPARD CUB’ 

When Nimbus was abandoned 
by her mother at Cotswold 
Wildlife Park, there was only 
one option for curator 
Jamie Craig... 



34 A FELINE CONVERT 

Self-confessed ‘cat 
worshipper’ and crime writer 
Stuart MacBride used to be 
a dog man... 

74 THE ORIENT EXPRESS 

Just like an express train, 
there’s no stopping the 
lively Oriental breed once 
they get going! 

CARING FOR CATS 

36 VETS IN THE COMMUNITY 

Rachel Grafton heads to 
Nottingham to see how 
the city’s student vets 
are offering help to the 
disadvantaged and their 
four-legged friends. 



Photo: Walter Rothwell, Boris/JCN, Graharo Strong. Illustration: 





38 FUKUSHIMA’S 
FORGOTTEN CATS 

Four years on fronn the 
nuclear disaster in Japan, 
charities are continuing to 
save the pets left behind, as 
Lucy Ransley discovers. 

40 SPEAKING UP FOR CATS 

Cats Protection recently 
launched its first Manifesto 
for Cats. But what would the 
changes mean for our 
feline friends? 



83 KITTEN ADVICE 

PSDA vet Elaine Pendlebury 
explains the importance 
of establishing a dental 
hygiene routine. 

85 KITTEN OF THE MONTH 

Meet reader Lynda Audland’s 
gorgeous kitten, Kymco. 

86 KITTEN GALLERY 
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veterinary attention out-of- 
hours? Follow the RCVS’s new 
guidelines for owners and vets. 



56 MY SPECIAL CAT 

After being diagnosed with 
diabetes. Shaggy has had a 
tough year, as owner Jeanette 
Covington explains. 



66 BUYER’S GUIDE 

Give your home a spring clean 
with our round-up of 
cat-friendly cleaning products. 



63 MY CAT 

Reader Shahista 
Ramanand loves spoiling 
her two-year-old cat Lily! 



64 SHARED MISERY 

When Autumn Brown 
adopted a glum-looking 
Persian, she could never have 
imagined what would happen 
next, in this fictional short 
story by romantic novelist 
Christina Courtenay. 



42 CATCARE 

Ten pages of expert health 
and behaviour advice, 
plus vet Dr Bradley Viner 
explains the symptoms 
and treatment of cancer in 
cats and behaviourist Peter 
Neville helps to litter train a 
disgruntled feline. 

52 THE HEALING 
OF HERBALISM 

Holistic vet Holly Mash 
discusses how herbs could 
help your cat. 

54 HELP! IT’S 
AN EMERGENCY! 

Would you know what to do 
if your cat needed immediate 



91 HOW TO... 

... groom a shorthaired cat. 

CURL UP ^ READ 

58 GHOSTLY GOINGS ON 

After eerie experiences with 
her own cat Tommy, Margaret 
C Jones questions whether cats 
really do have a sixth sense. 

60 PAWTRAITS 

Our readers’ cats are 
having a laugh! 

62 LET THE 
BATTLE COMMENCE 

After an accident at home, 
Christele Rogers’ one-eyed 
cat Nellie survived against 
the odds. 



68 SHOPSTOP 

Five pages of cat-themed 
items for your home, 
wardrobe and cat — purses 
at the ready! 

KITTEN CORNER 

78 FEEDING TIME! 

A complete guide to making 
sure your kitten gets all the 
nutrition he needs. 

80 FELINE FOCUS 

Could a RagaMuffin be the 
breed for you? 

81 BREEDER TALK 

How do breeders decide 
when they should retire 
their hard-working cats? 

We find out. 



The cutest kitten photos in 
our reader gallery. 
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THE CATS OF 




Photographer Walter Rothwell fell in love with 
Egypt’s characterful felines. 




I s there any country on earth 
I more synonymous with the cat 
I than Egypt? asks London- 
based photographer Walter. “First 
domesticated, then worshipped, the 
Egyptian attitude towards them has 
become a little less reverential but 
nevertheless remains special. 

“I had the privilege to witness this over 
a couple of years while photographing 
the colonies of cats in Islamic Cairo. After 
an earthquake in 1992 left many houses 
uninhabitable, cats were more than 
happy to occupy them and no effort 
was made to stop them. Over time their 
numbers grew and now they are a 
remarkable feature of this ancient part 
of the city. I have aways loved cats, so 
I started to visit on a regular basis. 
f' “The cats’ first order of the day 

B yvhich for some involves 
o the refuse containers. 

5 have adopted local cafes 
perfected the guilty stare 
jiique and the rest head 
the local butcher’s shop. 



Here, the butchers simply throw what is 
left from the slaughtered chickens into 
the street. The dogs also wait for this 
to happen but remarkably tend to hang 
back until the cats have had their initial 
feed — a hungry cat is not to be messed 
with! Then they get down to the serious 
business of the day: playing, preening 
and sleeping. 

“While the cats have no owners, they 
still have a special place in Egyptian 
society. The local people let them wander 
freely in and out of their houses, supply 
bowls of water for them where they 
congregate, and a cat with new kittens 
will often be given a cardboard box 
? with an old blanket and allowed to 

f 

^ Stay for a few weeks. Life is not 

always easy for the cats of Egypt, 

\ ^ but it is not the worst place in the 
k world to be a feral feline.” ■ 




See more of Walter’s photos online 
at www.walterrothwell.com 
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James and Bob to open cat cafe 



James Bowen, the man behind the 
infamous ‘A Street Cat Named Bob’ book 
series, along with his lovable cat Bob, are 
embarking on their latest venture to set 
up their very own cat cafe. 

With more and more cat cafes popping 
up all over the country, it comes as no 
surprise that James and Bob have decided 
to try their hand at running one. The pair 
have set up a campaign on crowd-funding 
website Indiegogo with the hope of raising 
the £125,000 needed to set up the cafe. 

James wrote on the campaign page: 



“We cannot do this without you. Me and 
Bob have been so lucky to receive your 
support over the years, and now we 
urgently need you again. We are looking 
to create a safe haven for not only cats 
that need the love, but for the people 
who love cats too. By having this cafe, we 
offer you the opportunity to interact with 
James and Bob, and contribute to helping 
abandoned pets in London.” 

Visit www.indiegogo.com/projects/ 
street-cat-bob-cafe to help contribute to 
the launch of the cafe. 





Cat returns 
eight years on! 



A cat owner who thought she’d 
never see her feline companion again 
has been reunited with him — eight 
years after he went missing! 

Susan MacDonald’s tabby Malcolm 
went missing back in 2007 from their 
home in Rockbeare, near Exeter, 
Devon. But this month, eight years 
later, Susan was astonished to get a 
phone call to say her cat had been 
found 20 miles away. 

Unfortunately, it doesn’t look like 
Malcolm remembers his previous 
owner, as Susan explains: “Sadly, he 
doesn’t seem to remember me or 
my other cat Geoffrey, who he was 
brought up with. I’m sure that will 
change though. If cats could speak 
I’m sure he’d have a tale to tell.” 



Cats help 
children 
in care 



The British Association for Adoption 
and Fostering (BAAF) has recently 
launched a new practice guide to help 
foster carers, adopters, social workers 
and special guardians develop 
appropriate policies in relation to pets. 

In the guide, the physical and 
emotional benefits of having a pet 
have been highlighted. Caroline 
Selkirk, BAAF’s chief executive, says: 
“With one in four UK children growing 
up with a pet, it is a shame for children 
in care to miss out, particularly when 
it is these children who could benefit 
the most from the experience.” 

The guide was put together 
with the help of Blue Cross, and 
the guidelines can be found on 
the BAAF website, where they are 
available to purchase for £9.95. 

Visit www.baaf.org.uk 
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Lonely lions looking for love 
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MUD'S ODDEST HISS 



Achee and Sinbad, two lions rescued by 
the Born Free Foundation, have spent 
many years admiring each other from 
afar, sparking hopes that this might be 
the beginning of a budding romance. 

Achee the lioness had been sharing 
a pen at the Julie Ward Centre in the 
Shamwari Reserve, South Africa, with 
lioness Ma Juah, and the pair got on well. 
However, when Ma Juah recently passed 
away, staff became concerned as to how 
Achee would cope without her — perhaps 
now was the time for Sinbad and Achee 
to unite? 

After being introduced to each other, 
it was clear that Achee had a strong 
interest in Sinbad — but, unfortunately, 
it doesn’t look like the feeling is mutual. 
Sinbad is keeping away from the fence 
and sometimes has his back turned to 
her, as well as yawning — a sign of stress. 
Staff hope that Sinbad will begin to warm 





M l 1 11 I ■ | TiiTTiniv<i 111 1 1 IV I*’* 

I 1I2 tU 



Pl ant de bris gives Stanley pneumonia 

A young cat from lungs. The debris was causing bronchial 
Long Bennington, pneumonia, which could have been fatal. 
Lincolnshire, got Fortunately, Rob was able to remove the 
^ more than he debris and Stanley is now expected to 

bargained for after make a full recovery, 

playing amongst Owner Kate says: “We’re very grateful 

.. conifers in his to Rob and the team at Newman Watters, 

owners’ garden. and are so happy to have Stanley back 

Stephen and with us and getting better.” 

^ M Kate Fuller became 

after 

Stanley developed a cough, went off his 
food and started to have wobbly legs. 

Vet Rob Dudley carried out X-rays and a 
was to 

a 5cm strip of plant debris had become 
lodged in Stanley’s right bronchus — the 
respiratory tract that conducts into the 



Cat returns from the dead 



A couple from Hackney, London, who 
thought they had sent their cat to be 
cremated were astonished to be reunited 
with him a month later. 

On January 7, John and Margaret Ross’s 
cat Amigo went out and never returned 
home. Eighteen-year-old Amigo was 
deaf and rarely ventured far from home, 
so his owners had little hope of him ever 
returning. When they were told a cat 
fitting Amigo’s description had been 
found dead at a local park, they went to 
collect him and — believing him to be 
Amigo — took him to be cremated. 



However, things took a dramatic twist 
when the couple received a call from the 
Goddard Veterinary Group saying they 
had Amigo, who they had identified from 
his microchip! Margaret says: “We were 
amazed to get a call and, at first, we 
thought it must be a mistake. We rushed 
over to see him and were shocked to 
see how ill and generally miserable he 
looked. It is wonderful to have him home 
though and he’s starting to recover from 
his ordeal. Thank goodness we had him 
microchipped. Without it, we’d never 
have found him.” 



Guinness World Records recently 
named Tiffany Two, a tortie from 
California who turned 27 on March 
13, as the world’s oldest living cat. 
Happy Birthday Tiffany Two! 




SmCET TO STM OS EilTTT 

Actor Kevin Spacey has signed 
a deal to star in the upcoming 
comedy film ‘Nine Lives’, where he 
will play a man trapped inside 
a cat’s body! 

lONDONEIiS LOH TO HSCIIEI 

A survey by the Love Rehoming 
campaign has found that pet 
owners in London are the UK’s 
most likely to rehome a rescue cat. 




IITTT COSTS 

According to financial website 
thisismoney.co.uk, owning a cat will 
cost you £17,000 over his lifetime! 
Worth every penny though, right? 




www.yourcat.co.uk 



Photo: Guinness World Records 
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Picture of 
the month 



How impressive is this 
photo of two-year-old 
Sumatran tiger Joao, 
roaring ferociously? Taken 
by Steve Weaver for Dudley 
Zoological Gardens, we 
think this image captures the 
beauty and power of the rare 
Sumatran tiger. Joao is part 
of an international conservation 
programme for the endangered 
species, sharing his home at the zoo 
with four-year-old female, Daseep. 



Get snap happy! 

On March 30, International Cat Care’s 
(ICC) photography competition returns 
for its third year. With a brand new 
theme — The Beauty of Cats — and even 
bigger prizes, the organisation is urging 
owners to submit photos of their cats. 

International Cat Care, in conjunction 
with Your Cat and Digital Photographer 
magazine, is on the lookout for 
enchanting, unique and beautiful 
images of cats to feature in its 2016 
calendar, along with other published 
material. Twelve winning pictures will 
be chosen to appear in the calendar, 
which will be sold in order to raise funds 
for the charity’s crucial welfare work. 



The overall winner of the competition 
will feature on the calendar’s cover 
and will win £500, along with a year’s 
subscription to Your Cat. Other winners 
will receive £100. 

Submit your photo online at www. 
icatcare/photography-competition 




intemateona] 

cat care 

toAR 2015 



Tight squeeze 
for Welsh moggy 

The RSPCA came to the rescue when 
a cat became trapped in a three-inch 
gap between two houses in Llanfair 
Caereinion near Welshpool, Powys. 

Inspectors Phil Lewis and Chris Dunbar 
rushed to the scene to free the male 
black moggy, who was returned to his 
owner. Other than being a little cold, he 
was healthy and well. 

Funnily enough. Inspector Lewis said 
he had carried out a similar rescue in the 




same location once before: “Twenty years 
ago I was called to the same house to 
rescue a dog that had become trapped in 
the same manner,” he says. “That dog was 
also rescued successfully.” 



A for anirvial cKarities 

Support animal charities and visit the Action Centre in Shoreditch, with over 30 

London Animal Charities Fair. Hosted by stalls and charities attending. Admission 

Animals Asia, the fair will take place at is free and the fair takes place from 

Amnesty International’s Human Rights 10.30am-4pm. Visit animalsasialondon.org 



DIARY DATES 

MarcK 28 
Head along to Blue Cross’s Torbay 
rehoming centre for tea and cakes 
with the cats. It runs from llam-2pm 
and includes a free prize draw and 
craft stalls. Visit www.bluecross.org.uk 
or tel. 0300 777 1550. 

MarcK 28 

Sheffield’s RSPCA branch is holding 
an Easter Fayre from 10.30am-3pm. 
There will be children’s games, stalls 
and refreshments, as well as a chance 
to meet the animals up for adoption. 
Visit www.rspcasheffield.org or tel. 
0114 289 8050. 

Af^'l 5 

Join Cats Protection’s Derby adoption 
centre for its Easter Event for stalls, 
bric-a-brac and a tombola, as well as 
lots of fun for kids. It runs from 11am- 
3pm. Visit www.derby.cats.org.uk or 
tel. 01332 824950. 

Afni 1 

Head over to Wood Green’s 
Godmanchester Centre to spend 
the day preparing feeds, making 
toys, going behind the scenes and 
meeting some of the animals looking 
for homes. This event is for ages 
seven to 11 and must be pre-booked. 

It costs £40 per child and takes place 
from 9.30am-3.30pm. To book email 
handson(5)woodgreen.org.uk or tel. 
0844 248 8181. 




8-12 

The Gadget Show Live will feature 
a ‘pets zone’ for the first time this 
year at the Birmingham NEC arena, 
where pet lovers will be able to find 
a range of gadgets to suit even the 
most digital savvy pet. Visit www. 
gadgetshowlive.net 

^-10 

The London Pet Show takes place 
from 9.30am-5pm at ExCeL London. 
Discover everything you need to know 
about your favourite animals. Visit 
www.londonpetshow.co.uk *Turn to 
page 35 for our fabulous giveaway, in 
association with the London Pet Show. 
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P®’ POUCH 



65g of lams provides 
me the same 
nutrition as up to 
4 wet pouches/* ' 



Indeed, gram for gram, 
lams has more high quality 
nutrition than this other food 






'Recommended daily amount for an average 4 kg cat fed on 
wet or dry food only. Always ensure fresh water is available. 
"Cat bags of 800g and under only. 
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A British Shorthair is a force to be reckoned with, 
as cat sitter Chris Pascoe explains... 



A ll those out there who live with 
British Shorthairs (one of nny 
very favourite breeds), can you 
tell me... do they worry you 
slightly? Do you perhaps suspect that, 
behind that beautiful, broad, cute little 
face, there lurks a plan for vengeance 
and retribution? 

Making an informed guess, I’d say 
without doubt that you’re a dedicated 
cat lover, and if not I’m struggling to 
understand your motivations for currently 
sitting there reading over 90 pages about 
cats. I’d carry on to suggest that, as a 
dedicated cat lover, you afford your cats 
every available luxury; lavishing your love, 
time, money, adoration and attention on 
them. And obviously they want revenge 
for this. 

While the vengeance factor may be 
true of quite a few cats (yes JoJo, my 
haughty tortie friend, glaring across the 
room at me, I am talking about you), I’m 



beginning to think that British Shorthairs 
sometimes take these things to another 
level. I first became aware of this trait 
when a new client told me that, whenever 
he went away for a few days, his normally 
loving and placid Shorthair Miley Cyprus 
(not exactly sure how she came to be 
named that) would take violent and 
decisive retaliatory action on his return. 

"SKe f ouhCed onto rvi^ 
Kead, all fouv" sets of 
claujs d'l^^in^ in as sKe 
rode rv>e round tKe roory> 
like a d runken fat rv>an 
in a Cossack Kat, 

The best example was her climbing 
above him onto a high shelf as he sat on 
the loo, and proceeding to push every 
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single item from the shelf down onto his 
head. This wasn’t any old sulky reaction 
to him leaving her, this was an out and 
out bombing raid. He later said that he 
could’ve coped with most of what hit him, 
including a photo of Miley herself that 
ended up on the bathroom floor staring 
accusingly up at him, but would’ve fared 
better had the lid not come off a falling 
tub of talcum powder. As he staggered 
from the bathroom covered from head 
to toe in the stuff, his wife must have 
thought she was under some kind of 
zombie attack, albeit by a zombie with his 
trousers round his ankles. 

This incident can’t be brushed aside 
as a coincidental one-off, because Miley 
repeats this type of behaviour every 
single time he goes away, and had this 
been a one-cat-campaign, I wouldn’t 
of course be making such a sweeping 
statement about British Shorthairs. But 
two other owners have told me near 
identical tales. The methods of revenge 
vary, but nevertheless revenge occurs. 

I experienced the phenomena first- 
hand recently, after accidentally slopping 
a bowl full of water over a hitherto 
affectionate Shorthair named Patsy. 

Over the next two days I was to pay the 
price for this shocking lack of respect. 

On day one she hid from me upon my 
arrival, and then suddenly pounced onto 
my head from up high, all four sets of 
claws digging in for balance as she rode 
me round the room like a drunken fat 
man in a Cossack hat. After I carefully 
extracted her claws from my scalp, Patsy 
sat innocently beaming at me from across 
the room. 

“You could at least warn me when 
you’re going to do something like that, 
Patsy,’’ I grumbled, rubbing my sore head. 

‘Eh, no, that’s not how surprise attacks 
work, foolish human’, seemed to be her 
unspoken reply. On day two she peed 
in my shoes while I searched the house 
for her. This had to be about as close to 
reciprocal payback as a cat could possibly 
muster. An eye for an eye, a soaking for 
a soaking. I have to say though. I’d have 
preferred her to use water too... ■ 






THE DREAM SNATCHER’ 
by Abi Elphinstone 

Step into a world of wonder, 
magic and mystery as 12-year- 
old Romany gypsy Moll comes 
up against the almighty 
Dreamsnatcher, accompanied 
by Gryff, her fiercely loyal 
wildcat, in this gripping fantasy 
tale. Read our book review at 
www.yourcat.co.uk/blog 
Price: £6.99 (paperback) or 
£3.99 (Kindle). 




THE CAT’S OUT OF THE BAG’ 
by Max Cryer 

Uncover the truth and lies 
about cats with The Cat’s Out 
of the Bag’, a book that sheds 
light on all things feline. From 
the origins of cats to roles they 
have played in films, this book 
digs deep to unveil how cats 
came to be entrenched in so 
many aspects of our lives. 
Price: £9.95 (paperback) or 
£6.99 (Kindle). 




‘FIT CAT’ 
by Arden Moore 

Ensure your kitty lives a long, 
happy and healthy life with this 
book packed full of tips. Learn 
first aid for pets and even 
how to teach your cat tricks! 

If you’ve ever been concerned 
about giving your cat the 
healthiest life possible, this 
book is a must-read, along with 
Your Cat of course! 

Price: £12.99 (paperback). 



‘STANLEY SMARTPANTS AND 
THE POISONED PARROTS’ 
by Alexander Martin 

In this third installment of the 
‘Stanley Smartpants’ series, cat 
detective Stanley Smartpants is 
investigating a series of parrot 
poisonings, alongside his boss 
Derek Dimwit. Full to the brim 
with personality and humour, 
this book is bound to be a hit 
with young readers. 

Price: £7.99 (paperback). 




‘INDIA: LAND OF TIGERS 
AND TEMPLES’ 
by Axel Gomille 

This book explores the 
unique connection India holds 
between nature and culture 
— from the jungle homes of 
tigers to the stunning Taj Mahal. 
Price: £24.99 (hardback). 




‘ARTISTS AND THEIR CATS’ 
by Alison Nastasi 

From the likes of Warhol to 
Picasso, this book celebrates 
the relationship between artist 
and cat with stunning black 
and white photography. 

Price: £10.99 (hardback). 





Save money — buy cat books directly from the Your 
Cat bookshop, online at www.yourcat.co.uk/books 



iCatCare Cards 



‘TOBY THE CROSS- 
EYED STRAY’ 
by Celia Haddon 

Follow Toby as he enters the 
life of Celia and her husband 
Ronnie, bringing them hope 
amidst the stresses of life. 
Price: £7.99 (paperback) or 
£4.99 (Kindle). 




‘A CAT COMPENDIUM: THE 
WORLDS OF LOUIS WAIN’ 
by Peter Haining 

A collection of artist Louis 
Wain’s best-loved cat 
illustrations accompanied 
with his own writings. 

Price: £11.99 (paperback). 




Greetings cards 



10 individual cards 
featuring stunning 
photos of cats from 
across the world, sold in 
aid of International Cat Care 




Sympathy cards 

‘In memory of a very special cat’ 

10 individual cards featuring 
timeless images of cats to send 
to friends, clients or customers 
on the loss of their cat 



order online: icatcare.org/shop or call: +44 (0)1747 871872 




international 

cat care 



Images from the International Cat Care 
Photographic Competition 2014 

© 2014 International Cat Care Limited, 

High Street, Tisbury, Wiltshire SP3 6LD, UK 
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Tom Cox battles on to satisfy 
his four cats’ ever-changing appetites. 



m 



e ines 



M y four cats decided they’d 
gone off the food I’d been 
buying them this month. 

As is often the case, the 
decision was made as a collective. They 
disagree with each other on all kinds of 
things on a daily basis 
— for example, who has 
rightful ownership of 
the second-from-the- 
top stair — but when it 
comes to food they will 
club together and stage 
a protest very amicably 
as a unit. 

I suppose I should 
be able to understand 
this. I sometimes tell 
myself I could happily 
eat burritos every day, 
but I suspect it isn’t true. 

We all need variety in our diets, even if 
that variety happens to be ‘another load 
of mechanically recovered meat covered 
in jelly that’s very slightly different to the 
mechanically recovered meat covered in 
jelly we ate last week’. So I’ve just been 




to town and bought them a job lot of 
a different brand of cat food, which they 
are devouring. I won’t say which brand, 
as everything probably will have changed 
again by the time you read this. 

My cat feeding routine is pretty much 
the same every time: 

I arrive in the kitchen, 
usually very hungry, 
put my own nutritional 
needs aside for a few 
minutes, and place 
some food out for each 
of the four cats: three 
bowls on the floor, for 
Shipley, The Bear and 
Roscoe, and one on 
the window ledge for 
Ralph, who believes he 
is above other cats, just 
because he is pretty. 
Halfway through, Shipley will change his 
mind and begin to eat The Bear’s food. 
After they’ve finished. The Bear will head 
upstairs to drink from his favourite water 
bowl in the bathroom. He will then miaow 
loudly at the water, as if he is in painful, 
unrequited love with it. I sense this is 
meant to be a private moment and he has 
no actual idea how loud he is miaowing, 
due to being deaf. 

No matter how hungry they are, all 
the cats leave some gribbly bits at the 




bottom of the bowls and on the floor 
around them: not out of fussiness, but 
because this is one of the main rules of 
being a cat. Later, I’ll wander into the 
kitchen with no socks on and get one of 
these gribbly bits stuck to my foot. Later 
still. I’ll pick the bowls up and briefly 
wonder what would be easier: to clean 
them or to leave my house, change my 
name, and move to another country. 

But I always just about coax myself into 
doing the former. By which time the cats 
will almost certainly be hungry again: a 
fact I’ll be aware of by Shipley racing up 
the back of my office chair and swear- 
miaowing in my ear. I’ll then maybe head 
downstairs and give him and The Bear 
some of the overpriced cooked turkey 
I’ve bought them the previous day from 
the supermarket. 

Then I’ll go back upstairs to find that 
Ralph, who, like Roscoe, isn’t quite as 
much as an incorrigible gannet as the 
other two, has stolen my chair. I’ll think 
about moving him, but, seeing how 
peaceful he looks. I’ll usually just grab 
my laptop and sit on the beanbag on the 
other side of the room. Sometimes, I’ll 
find a little bit of regurgitated cat biscuit 
on the beanbag, but usually I’ll settle 
down for a while and get some work 
done, before Ralph wakes up, and starts 
trying to get into drawers and miaowing 
his own name. After that, I might pop 
to the pub for a while. Every so often, 
the talk there will turn to animals, and I’ll 
meet someone who’s not really a fan of 
cats. “I don’t know what you’re talking 
about,” I’ll tell them. “Cats are brilliant. 
And they’re absolutely no hassle to live 
with whatsoever.” ■ 



Tom Cox’s latest cat book, The Good, 
The Bad & The Furry’, is published by 
Little Brown. The follow-up, ‘Close 
Encounters Of The Furred Kind’, will 
be published in October. 



"/\11 tKe cats leave 
SoPne bits 

at tKe bottorvi of 
tKe bowls; not oat 
of fussiness, bat 
because tKis is one 
of tKe rviain v'ules 
of beiir >3 a cat. 
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WHAT’S THE WEIRDEST 
THING YOUR CAT HAS 
EVER SNUCK INTO 
THE HOUSE? 

Filbert Bob: Our cat 

kept bringing in pigeons, 
rabbits and pheasants, 
then a neighbour whose 
son worked on an estate 
told us that someone was 
pinching game out of 
their garage... it was 
our cat! 

Claire Davis: A whole 
bird egg! In tact. Left on 
carpet and looked so 
pleased with herself. 

Mae Bourbage: My cat 

Emem brought me a pair 
of socks and a teddy bear 
head, and my cat Cindy 
brought me a warm joint 
of beef — never found out 
who’s it was! 

Amelia Gibbins: My cat 

came running up the 
garden path carrying a 
cupcake in his mouth with 
pink icing and took it into 
house. Don’t know where 
he got that from. 

Vicky Waterfield: 

A living budgie! 

Heather Self: Where do 
I start — cat toys that 
weren’t his, a potato, 
child’s birthday cake 
still in the kitchen towel, 
stuffing ball, spare rib 
from nextdoor’s bin, a 
sandwich in plastic bag 
and countless animals! 



FMt'S TOlIt 



I was in tears after reading 
‘I couldn’t get through it 
without her’ (February 2015). 

It was incredibly moving, 
knowing how Faye Talbot’s 
lovely cat Lily has helped Faye 
cope with a severe illness. 

It was touching to read that 
Lily alerts Faye’s mum when 
she hears Faye’s feeding tube 
alarm going off. 

I wasn’t surprised when 
I discovered that Faye won 
the Drontal Special Roles 
competition. It’s fab to know 
that one of the judges was 
our very own Your Cat editor. 




Chloe Hukin! 

Congratulations to Faye 
and Lily, and I hoped that Lily 
enjoyed taking part in the 
TV ad too! Please pass my 
warmest wishes on to Faye, 
Lily, and the rest of the family. 

Meanwhile, here’s a photo 
of my 13-year-old, much-loved 
moggy, Buster. We adopted 
him from the local RSPCA, 
and I wouldn’t be without him. 

PS. It’s the first time I’ve 
bought your magazine — and 
I love it! 

Sharon Boothroyd, 
Bridgehouse, West Yorks. 




^^Ue&winf 

This month’s star letter writer has won a PetSafe 
FroliCat Pounce™ and an Egg-Cersizer™ toy, worth a 
total of £39.98! Every other letter writer has won an 
Egg-Cersizer toy — simply fill with kibble for a fun way 
to feed. For more details visit www.petsafe.net or tel. 
0800 046 1414. Write to us by emailing 
catchat(o)yourcat.co.uk or by post (see page 3). uKoniy 




(g)YourCatmagazine 

How have you and your 
cat been spending 
#caturday ? 




(5)MelodyBeHappy 

Boys keeping me 
company while I relax 
with a coffee and 
(2)YourCatmagazine 
#HappySunday #Cats 




(a)LewisOuting 

Herbert keeps watch. 



(g)bendy_boliver 

I loved your feature on 
Faye and Lily (February 
2015). I also have EDS and 
am too ill to work, and my 
cat Button is a fantastic 
companion like Lily is. She 
is incredibly important 
to me. 

\ y 



VWww 

www.facebook.com/ 

yourcatmagazine 

@yourcatmagazine 

catchat@yourcat.co.uk 
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Here is a photo of our twin cats. We were 
originally only going to adopt one cat, 
but when we realised they were twins we 
couldn’t split them up. They look alike 
from the front so it’s difficult for people 
to know which is which. A situation they 
use to their advantage when something 
gets knocked over! 

In this photo it looks like Bailey, the one 
at the top of the photo, is asking Harvey if 
he is enjoying his food! 

Mrs P Haigh, Shipley, West Yorks. 
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Here is our beautiful black cat, 

Gypsy. Black cats are the best! I hope 
National Black Cat Day went well, 

I wish we had something like that 
over here in New Zealand too. 

Black cats are the best hunters 
I have ever had and are the most 
intelligent of cats. Plus, they are the 
most panther-like with a real sleek 
beauty... I love the photos of editor 
Chloe’s cat Ebony. 

Thanks for producing such a lovely 
magazine, which I always pass on to 
to all my cat-loving friends. 

Paulette Nettleton, 

Oamaru, New Zealand. 





JINGO'S PRIZE! 



careful with his diet so it’s great to have 
good quality, reduced-calorie food for 



Thank you to Your Cat and Royal Canin 
for the bag of food that we won in a 
recent giveaway. Our cat Ringo tends 
to get a little overweight if we aren’t 



him. As you can see in the photo he 
also enjoyed the box that the food 
delivered in! 

Sophie Mason, Bristol. 
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EIGHT OE IIEE 

This is Juno, my three-year-old rescue cat. 
We adopted her almost two years ago 
after she was found as a stray, and I just 
want to say how much she has changed 
our lives. I have suffered from mental 
health problems in the past, but having 
Juno around makes every day a delight. 
She makes me laugh all the time and the 
bond we share is so special. 

I can’t imagine life without her now, and 
I’m sure she feels the same way. It makes 
me happy to know that she has found her 
Tur-ever’ home. 

Sally Watson, Leicester. 



XHIP CHETHP 

Having recently read your latest magazine 
I noticed in the Cat chat section a piece 
about an AWOL microchip and wanted to 
add that this has happened to us recently. 

We have four black rescue cats, the 
oldest being George who will be 19 in 
March, and the other three are aged five. 
All were microchipped, and none had 
ever been checked. 

However, at the end of November 
they were all due their annual MOT and 
boosters so we asked the vet to check 
their ’chips. George’s was there, Ronnie 
and Gussie’s were present, but our little 



Catheann’s was nowhere to be found. Of 
course it just had to be her — the most 
skittish and hardest to capture. 

I finally managed to get her back to 
the vet for a second one to be put in, as it 
would appear that her original ’chip was 
either no longer working, or had made its 
way back out through her skin. 

She is now known as the ‘Double 
Chocolate Chip Cookie’ with an extra 
’chip on her shoulder. 

I too would therefore urge owners 
to ask their vet to check for their cat’s 
microchip when going for their 
annual check-up. 

Carol Malpass, Welwyn, Herts. 
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I have been buying and reading Your Cat 
for several years now. I have grown up 
around cats and absolutely love them. 

I lost my 20-year-old cat, who I had 
from a kitten, seven months ago and 
recently felt ready to give two kittens 
that needed a home a great life. I wanted 
to share them with you and would be 
so grateful to see their picture in the 
magazine (and so would they!). 

Jasmine and Laila are sisters. They 
have built a very strong bond and do 
everything together. They are now 14 
weeks old. They love to play with their 
favourite toys, soft mice and Christmas 
bows! They also love watching the 
football on the TV and often try to catch 
the ball on the screen! 

Louise Allen, via email. 





ziic's sptcifti im i 

^ This is Monty, our rescue cat of three ^ 

^ years. He is still a nervous wreck but > 

V enjoys playing with our grandsons, ^ 

N Leon (11) and Zac (nine). Zac, who is \ 

^ autistic, bonds well with Monty and he ^ 

V nnanaged to get this lovely photo of a n 

^ happy Monty. ^ 




Here is the cat blanket I knitted using the 
free pattern printed in January’s edition 
of Your Cat magazine! 

Liz Tidy, Dorking, Surrey. 



m DISMPEMIN6 TAU1 

One sunny July morning in 2011, 10 days 
before our wedding, my fiance and I went 
to call our two cats, Sophie and Tom, in 
for dinner, but only Tom climbed through 
the cat flap. This was not uncommon as 
our cats had soon learned that calling 
them meant both dinner and staying in 
for the night, so I thought nothing of this 
and shook the food box — nothing. We 
then went outside to look around calling 
Sophie’s name — still no response. 

The next day we started to get very 
concerned, and created a missing poster, 
website and a £100 reward. By this time 
she had been missing for two days and 
we were faced with postponing our 
wedding. Tom and Sophie had been close 
all their lives and had never been apart. 
Tom wandered around aimlessly for days, 
not sure what to do. 

After a few more days, we increased 
the reward to £500. A radio advert was 
aired, and slowly responses trickled in as 



we followed up on sightings of a tabby; 
only to discover time and time again that 
it wasn’t her. 

Then one night, just as were about 
to postpone our wedding, Sophie 
sauntered in the cat flap, looked around, 
miaowed and went to her food bowl. We 
were stunned into silence. Seemingly 
unaffected by her experience, she strolled 
in as if she hadn’t been away. 

Tom cautiously approached her as if 
to ask ‘who are you?’. Minutes passed, 
gentle nose-touching and cautious looks 
ensued and then eventually Tom went 
and settled in his bed; content that his 
family was complete. 

We were overjoyed and put up found 
posters so others knew of her miraculous 
return. To this day we have no idea where 
she went for those 10 days, and since her 
return Sophie has become something 
of a celebrity in our village with people 
coming up to us to ask how Sophie is! 
Michelle Dodd, via email. 
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The April 2015 issue of Your Cat 
coincides with my cat Pippa’s historical 
landmark 21st birthday. 

Pippa was born on April 1, 1994, to 
become one of Belfast’s oldest cats. The 
secret to Pippa’s longevity is being an 
indoor cat and being showered with love. 

Pippa has a Manchester United bed 
and eats from her Man United bowl. 

She has her own two-storey apartment 
veranda cat house with balcony views, 
which she uses as her summer home. 

She has used up a few of her nine 



lives. In May 2013 she wouldn’t eat 
so the vet put her on tablets for an 
overactive thyroid. In September 2014 
Pippa again wouldn’t eat. The vet put 
Pippa on a drip and more drugs, and 
said she was in no pain, but this was 
her last chance as it would be too much 
of an ordeal for an elderly cat. 

I gave her extra time and it’s just as 
well I did, as Pippa started eating two 
days later and has eaten everything 
going ever since. 

I treasure Pippa everyday. The bond 
we have together is Just pawsome. 
When my father passed away in 2009 
Pippa cuddled me, never left my side 
and sat on my belly, being there for 
me. Pippa knew what had happened to 
me and she helped me recover. She’s 
priceless — I wouldn't sell Pippa for a 
million pounds! 

Brian Girvin, Belfast, Northern Ireland. 
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I would like to thank Your Cat for the 
selection of HiLife cat food that I received 
on Christmas Eve. It was such a great 
surprise for me and my kitty Kylie, not 
only because it was the first time I had 
won something but rather it was our very 
first Christmas together. I adopted Kylie 
from a local shelter a few months ago and 
it was crucial to make Kylie feel special 
on her first Christmas. Thanks to you for 
making her believe in Santa Paws! 

Anna Konczal, London. 



CftT-FRlENDH ClthNING 

I am fairly new to the magazine, and ] 
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wondered if would you consider 
doing a feature on the poisoning of 



I subscribed to Your Cat for a number of years in the 1990s and in fact, won a 12-month 
subscription as Letter of the Month in 1996. It was about Harley, my young cat who 
went missing for five days. I wrote that you shouldn’t give up hope after a day or two, 
that somehow a cat will probably find it’s way home and how happy I was when she 
appeared again. Well, this little cat didn’t go AWOL again and never gave me any 
concerns or worries. Sadly, she died on January 12 aged 19. 

This little episode seems such a long time ago, but Harley lived a long time and gave 
me a lot of pleasure. I cannot express how sad her passing is, but she had a wonderful 
life and was much loved. I was 48 when I had her so I like to think that we grew old 
together (although I do not feel old)! 

Maureen Hagues, Forest Town, Mansfield. 







I wanted to share this picture of 
my cat Izzy and Tyson the Boxer. 

They are the best of friends. I have 
had them for five years and their 
friendship has just grown. They both 
eat and play together and, as you can 
see from this photo, once they have 
had a good play they will lie together. 
Kirsty Briscoe, 

Weston-Super-Mare, Somerset. 
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^ This is Jade, who was 15 when 
y I sadly lost her in November. She 
y was put to sleep as she had cancer. 
^ I really miss her. I have so many 



memories of her — she really was 
my best friend. 

I remember when I got her, she 
was £8 from our local pet shop, 
a tiny little kitten in a cage. She 
brought many happy years and 
memories of love and happiness to 
me and my children. 

V Lisa Dockeray, 

^ Middlesborough, Cleveland. 
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cats by household cleaning products 
containing benzalkonium chloride? 

The warnings against allowing cats to 
come into contact with these products 
is very easily missed and I wonder if you 
might alert owners who in turn may put 
pressure on manufacturers and retailers. 

I have taken for instance two 
products in my cupboard — you have 
to study tiny print to find any mention 
of cats on one, but the other has no 
warnings at all about the danger to cats. 
Kay Fisher, via email. 

Editor: What an important point you've 
raised Kay — turn to our buyer's guide 
on page 66 for a round-up of 
cat-friendiy cieaning products. 



This is my cat Oily and my hamster Weasley! 

Alex Duxfield, Hartlepool, Co. Durham. 
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Cat-loving gardener 
Graham Strong explains 
how you can create the 
perfect feline-friendly 
outdoor space, just in 
time for summer. 



around your cat? By providing your 
feline friend with everything he needs 
on his own back door, you’ll end up with 
a happy cat, happy owners and even 
happier neighbours! 

Our two rescue cats are like chalk and 
cheese. Nothing will stop Tippy from 
going out on her daily patrols and she 
will come in several times for a wipe 
down, some fatherly advice and a battery 
recharge before resuming her duties. 
Twinky, who is 76 in human years, has 
spent most of the winter looking out of 
the window at the garden. I have given 
her an en-suite toileting box under the 



Belfast sink to make her life a little easier, 
but I know that as the sap rises and spring 
is in the air, even Twinky will be looking 
forward to the sheer satisfaction that only 
a well-conceived garden can bring. 

It’s not half bad for us humans too and 
it never ceases to amaze me how often a 
love of cats, plants and wildlife go hand 
in hand. This year, my plan is to make 
the garden into such an irresistible draw 
that my cats have everything they need 
for their health and well-being. Why look ^ 
elsewhere? If you like the sound of that, 
here are my tips and ideas to turn your 
garden into a cat paradise. 



W ith summer just around the 

corner, this is the perfect time 
to start thinking about your 
outdoor space. But have you 
ever considered designing your garden. 
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Slack and yellow-stemmed^ 
K /f bamboos are both 
decorative, evergreen and 
I fast growing so ideal for 
rreating cover for your cat. 



' DIY: 6 idias for 
a cat haven 



1. CREATE SOME COVER 

In connnnon with nnost wildlife, cats nnuch 
prefer a garden that is a bit rough at 
the edges to one that is maintained in 
immaculate order. Bare fences, open 
expanses of manicured lawns and narrow 
borders filled with dumpy summer 
' bedding plants can quickly become 
a desert for wildlife, and offer little 
opportunity for a cat to show off his 
natural instincts to hunt and stalk. 

O If you can see all of your garden 

boundaries at a glance, that is also a 
sign that your garden is not cat-friendly. 
Neither does it work from a design angle 
for one of the hallmarks of a successful 
layout is to disguise where your garden 
ends and your neighbour’s begins, as 
well as breaking up the interior to add an 
element of mystery. 

Here are 10 fast-growing, hardy 
plants to give rapid cover in a new or 
underplanted garden: 

• Lavatera ‘Rosea’ shrubby mallow 

• Buddleja butterfly bush 

• Clematis montana cultivars 

• Choisya ternata (Mexican orange blossom) 

• Rosa rugosa ‘Roseraie de L’Hay’ 

• Rodgersia podophylla 

• Nepeta ‘Six Hills Giant’ giant catmint 

• Phyllostachys aurea (Yellow 
stemmed bamboo) 

• Stipa gigantea (Giant oat grass) 

• Leycesteria formosa (Pheasant berry) 



Tn This garden would be a 
paradise for cats with its 
dense jungle planting and 
i j open, sheltered gravel 
patio for sunbathing or 
hammock swinging! 












2. MAKE A HIDEAWAY 

Cats love to be able to play hide and 
seek. Leave a cardboard box lying 
around indoors and you’ll soon find a 
pair of eyes peering out from inside. 
For a waterproof outdoor version, a 
half barrel is a good place to start. 
You can find them for sale in garden 
: centres for around £20 as they make 

; excellent containers when you want 
to grow something large 
and impressive. 

Inspired by a reader’s barrel 
house, I set about making one of 
my own. I turned it over to make a 



bolthole with an all-weather dance floor 
on the roof, protected from the elements 
by a pensioned off brolly. The stem of 
the brolly slips inside an old candle stick. 
The lower metal hoop on my barrel was 
too near the ground to allow me to saw 
out an entry hole along the rim so I made 
it between the two hoops; a little more 
of a challenge, but worth the effort. You 
simply drill a hole at the four corners of 
the square cut-out that forms the door, 
then join them up with a jigsaw tool. 

When our two pampered felines saw the 
finished feature, they immediately wanted 
to play king of the castle! 
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These young catnip seedlings are 
six weeks old and ready to move 
into small pots to grow on 



to give fruits from August to March (all 
have the Royal Horticultural Society 
Award of Garden Merit and will pollinate 
each other): 

• Discovery (dessert) — Aug-Sept 

• Laxton’s Fortune (dessert) — Sept-Oct 

• Fiesta (dessert) — Oct-March 

• Bramley’s Seedling (cooker) — Nov-March 

• Charles Ross (dessert and cooker) — 
Sept-Nov. 



Twinky shows off her 
I climbing skills, but only 
on the gentle slope of 
an apple tree bough! 



3. PLANT AN ORCHARD 

Most cats just can’t resist a bit of tree 
climbing, but some find coming down 
more of a challenge as anyone 
at the sharp end of the RSPCA 
will testify! One clever solution 
is to plant an orchard, for apples in 
particular have a branching habit that 
tends to go outwards as well as up. In 
fact, if you prune as you should to achieve 
a bowl shape with an open centre, the 
branches are even easier to shin up for 
any fleet-footed moggy. 

Conveniently, with today’s dwarfing 
root stocks, you no longer need acres 
to establish an orchard and we are spoilt 
for choice when it comes to variety. You 
can opt for an extended fruiting season 
with eat-off-the-tree earlies and later 
ripening ones that store through the 
winter. Ask your supplier for trees grafted 
onto a semi dwarfing rootstock — the 
MM106 variety is the best. 

Here is a recommended apple selection 



4, GROW CATNIP FROM SEED 

There is no doubt that a cat’s number 
one recreational drug of choice is catnip 
(Nepeta cataria). It is more potent 
than the more familiar catmint 
though also less showy, for the 
latter produces great clouds of 
blue flowers. Many cat owners have 
probably only encountered it when 
dried and used to fill cat toys. 

However, it is easily grown from 
seed and this is the ideal time to 
sow seeds in warmth under cover. 

The seeds are widely available from 
several seed companies, priced 
around £1.50 for 450 seeds. 

Here’s a step-by-step guide to 
growing catnip at home: 

1 . Sow seed in small seed trays, 
cell trays or a pot set on a 
warm windowsill or in a heated 
propagator. Cover with a thin layer 
of compost and water using a rose 
on the can. 

2 . When the seedlings are large enough 
to handle, transplant into seed trays. As a 
rule of thumb, arrange them in six rows, 
four seedlings per row. Alternatively, prick 
them out into individual 3.5in (9cm) pots 
of potting compost. 

3 . Grow in a warm window, porch 
or greenhouse. 

4 . Harden off before planting outside by 
placing them under a warm wall in the 
day, then back inside at night if it’s cold. 
Plant out in early summer — plants will 
flower by late summer and more freely 1 
following year. 
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By late summer the catnip plants 
^ will be starting to show flower 
buds, but it is the pungent foliage 
1 that really catches a cat’s fancy. 
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Don’t miss our June 
issue where Graham 
will provide ideas for a 
feline-inspired summer 
garden makeover! 



6, MAKE A RACETRACK 

Nothing gives nne nnore pleasure than 
seeing my cats having a mad half-hour. 
Tippy has got that lean, race-tuned look 
of a thoroughbred greyhound and it 
certainly shows when she comes careering 
down the garden. Her tail curls up like a 
shepherd’s crook as her back legs try to 
overtake the front. Even Twinky joins in (or 
waits in ambush) and there’s no doubt in 
my mind that giving cats an all-weather 
race track adds an element of fun and 
healthy exercise. With flowing curves it will 
also add some style to your garden and 
give you dry access to a feature like a herb 
bed or summerhouse. You can buy slabs 
that are tapered on either side so they will 
form a curved path, but I prefer using small 
units like clay pavers which look much 
more natural. ■ 



5, GROW KIWI FRUIT 

With leaves the size of face flannels, 
intricate flowers and delicious, furry fruit 
that can be sliced on your morning bowl of 
cereal, what’s not to like about kiwi fruit? 

They need a sheltered sunny position, 
preferably a south or west-facing wall, 
although they can be grown in the open 
in milder areas. Young shoots may need 
protection from late frosts — a drape of 
horticultural fleece (or even net curtains) 
will do the job if secured with clothes 
pegs. They grow best in a fertile, well- 
drained soil enriched with well-rotted 
garden compost and should be kept well 
watered in dry spells. All you have to do is 
stand back, for they are very vigorous! 

Unripened fruit should be picked before 
the first frosts and placed near bananas 
which give off ethylene gas that promotes 
ripening. Harvested fruit will keep for up 
to three months in a pierced plastic bag 
in the refrigerator. Oh, and by the way, my 
cats are addicted to the leaves and stems. 

I only found this out when I threw down 
some prunings. They were lying on their 
backs, goggle-eyed in ecstasy in a chewing 
frenzy! I bought my self-fertile Kiwi fruit 
Jenny’ from www.pomonafruits.co.uk or 
tel. 01255 440410. 
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PLANTS TO AVOID 

A number of plants are toxic 
to cats if ingested — some 
are common while others 
may just pop up in your 
garden, but it’s important to 
remove these before your 
cat becomes curious! For a 
more comprehensive list of 
poisonous plants visit 
www.icatcare.org 
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In the bad old days there was no easy way to get rid of those unwelconne 
visitors in your home. 

Now, with Indorex,® the UK’s No. I veterinary household flea spray 
the eradication of those pesky little blighters is easy^^^^^^^^^^_ 



www.fleafreezones.co.uk 



Shaping the future of animal health 



based on average 3 bed semi detached house. 



STAY FLEA FREE 

FQB-A WHOLE YEAfi ■■ 



Indorex SOOmIs contains Pyriproxyfen 0.02%, Permethrin (technical) 0.93% and Piperonyl butoxide 1 .98%. 

This product is approved under the Pesticides Regulations 1986 (HSE 6626) for use as directed. Virbac Ltd. IP30 9UP. 
Tel 0 1 359 243243 Email enquiries@virbac.co.uk www.virbac. co.uk +GFK MAT Data September 20 1 4 
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For your chance to win prizes* turn to page 90 for the entry 
coupon or enter online at www.yourcat.co.uk/giveaways using 
the code AYC15BGD The closing date for online and postal 
entries is April 14, 2015, and you can enter online from 
March 13, 2015. Good luck! cuKoniy) 



TRIXIE Filippo 
Scratching ftist 

TRIXIE is giving two 
readers the chance to win 
a Filippo Scratching Post. 
The scratch tree is the 
perfect place for playing, 
resting and sleeping. It 
has a suede look with a 
floral pattern and a plush 
cover. The tree comes 
with a padded base with 
rustling foil, padded 
platforms and toys on a 
string. The cuddly bed 
on the platform can be 
removed and washed 
by hand. The Filippo 
Scratching Post costs 
£139.90 (please note, it 
is not suitable for kittens 
under five months). 

To find your nearest 
Trixie stockist visit 
www.trixie.de 

*We have two scratch 
\jDOSts up for grabs! ^ 



to wuv 






Claire Loglse jewellery 



We have teamed up with Clare Loyise . ^ \ 

Inspirational Jewellery to give two \ ^ 

readers the chance to win a cat-themed \ 
jewellery bundle, worth over £150 each. ^ ^ ^ 

One bundle includes a Rainbow Bridge 
sterling silver and swarovski crystal cat I 

bracelet with a three-dimensional cat I 

charm and engraving, while the other I 

bundle will include a Ray of Light silver I 

clear crystal necklace with a three- 
dimensional cat. Each bundle also includes sterling silver 
puss puss earrings, hand-stamped cat collar tags with 
swarovski crystal, a crystal encrusted Cat Whisker’s brooch, 
and silver plated cat earrings with a matching cat necklace. 

Clare Loyise creates Jewellery to suit all budgets and 
each item is lovingly handmade in Wales by pet lover Claire. 
Claire works by commission using the best quality materials 
. . - and the Jewellery is available 
www.clareloyise.com or tel. 

' I 07870 619143. Readers can also 

V- benefit from an exclusive 10 per 
cent discount on the collections 
^ quoting ‘Yourcat’ at checkout 

(valid until May 31, 2015). 

*We have two jewellery bundles 
to win! Turn to page 90. 



Cat Mate Microchip Cat Flap 



The new Cat Mate Microchip 
cat flap provides the ideal 
solution for making your 
home a safe and peaceful 
environment for your cat. 

Cat Mate has launched an 
easy to use, rotary four-way 
locking microchip cat flap, 
which reads either your 
cat’s unique microchip or 
Cat Mate’s ID discs. Easily 
programmable at the push 
of a button, an LED indicator 
flashes to indicate when 
the cat’s microchip has 
been registered. 



The Cat Mate Microchip 
cat flap is suitable for all 
doors up to 85mm thick. It 
can also be fitted into walls 
or glass panels using a Cat 
Mate adapter kit. Other 
features include a draft and 
weather-proof brush-sealed 
flap with magnetic closure. 
The cat flap works with all 
popular microchips and 
recognises up to 30 ’chips/ 
discs. Four AA batteries will 
power the door for up to 
one year. It costs £74.95 and 
is available in white with a 



three-year guarantee. Visit 
www.pet-mate.com or tel. 
01932 700000. 

*We have four Cat 
Mate Microchip cat flaps 
up for grabs! 
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Indorex 



household 
flea spray 

The only way to 
successfully protect your 
pet and your home from 
fleas is to break the flea’s 
life cycle by sticking to 
a continual year-round 
preventative regime. So, 
in addition to using a 
spot-on for your pet, use 
award-winning Indorex, 
the UK’s number one 
veterinary household flea 
treatment*, to protect 
your home. Indorex is 
an odourless, easy-to- 
use insecticidal spray 
which kills adult fleas and 
prevents the development 
of their eggs and larvae. 

It is the only household 
insecticide spray proven to 
be stable in UV light and 
it will protect your home 
for up to a year. Used by 
thousands of pet owners 
across the country, it was 
voted Your Cat’s Best Cat 
Flea Product (Home) for 
2014-2015. Make Indorex 
part of your parasite 
prevention regime! 

For further information, 
tel. 01359 243243 or visit 
www.vi r bac.co. u k 

*WeWe got 75 cans of 
Indorex to give away — 
protecting your home 
couldn’t be easier! 

Winners will be sent a 
voucher to redeem at their 
local veterinary practice. 



Enter online at www.yourcat.co.uk/ giveaways 
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Source: GFK data January 2015 




ABOUT THE 
CIODDED LEOPARD 



• Clouded leopards can 
/- mostly be found in south 

east Asia and are excellent 
climbers. This is aided 
by their tails which have 
muscles of their own. 

• In the wild, their diet 
mostly consists of birds, 
monkeys and pigs. 

• The species is currently 
listed as ‘vulnerable’ in the 
wild by the International 
Union for Conservation of 
Nature. Although exact 
numbers of wild clouded 
leopards are unknown. 
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When Nimbus was 
abandoned by her 
mother at Cotswold 
Wildlife Park, there 
was only one option 
for curator Jamie Craig 












Tiny Nimbus was 
completely dependent 
on Jamie. 
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C louded leopard cub Nimbus was 
only a day old when we found her 
abandoned in the enclosure at 
Cotswold Wildlife Park. We heard a 
tiny cry which was a bit of an alarm as 
at that age they tend to stay quiet 
— in the wild, making a noise isn’t 
a great survival strategy. Their 
mums aren’t with them all the i 
time in the wild as they will I 
leave their cubs somewhere safe 
and then go off and hunt. 

Nimbus had tried to bite into 
the ground to feed, so if we hadn’t 
heard her we wouldn’t have spotted 
her and she wouldn’t have survived much 
longer. She was just 200g in weight and 
only six inches long. 

We’re not sure exactly why Nimbus’s 
mum, Dali, abandoned her — it does 
sometimes happen if the mum is 
disturbed or ill, and we didn’t even know 
she was pregnant as she hid it really well 
— she already had nine-week-old cubs 
who she had reared perfectly well. 



T>id 
^ It know? 



BRINGING UP BABY 

With an abandoned cub, the first thing 
to do is get them warm so we put her 
straight into an incubator. After a while 
she became quite lively and we used 
kitten replacement milk to feed her — she 
fed well instantly which was a good sign. 

We always take our animals home with 
us if we are hand-rearing them to ensure 
we spot any potential problems straight 
away. My daughter Niemi and son Jai 
were so excited at the prospect of living 
with a clouded leopard cub and, as Niemi 
had been learning about cloud formations 
at school, she decided to call her Nimbus, 





Of all the big cat species, 
clouded leopards have 
the longest canine teeth 
for their skull size 



which can grow to 



be 4cm long. 



'which I thought was 
really clever! 

For the first couple 
of weeks Nimbus was a 
feeding machine so we kept her 
in the bedroom with us to make night 
feeds easier — like any newborn cat, she 
was feeding every few hours! When she 
got bigger and wanted to investigate, we 
moved her into the bathroom as it was 
much easier to clean up after her, and 
gave her the run of the room. It was a bit 
fraught towards the end as every time 
we went in there we’d get pounced on 
and she was trying to grab our legs! We 
also had a big fig plant in the bathroom 
which she ripped to pieces — just like a 
big kitten but with much sharper claws! 
Nimbus also liked to chase our pet dogs. 

She lived with us for around six weeks 
and in the end it was clear that she 
needed to upgrade to a bigger space 
where she could run around — she loves 
climbing and ripping up boxes so it was 
about time she moved out before she 
started ripping me! So at this stage we 
moved her into her own pen back at the 
wildlife park — she was ready for it and so 
were we! 

Compared with a lot of animals 
we’ve hand-reared. Nimbus was quite a 
pleasurable species as clouded leopards 
are not really that different to normal 
household cats. They are very responsive 
and playful like domestic kittens so it was 
a very rewarding experience. 



Six-month-old Nimbus 
enjoys a cuddle. 



WILD AT HEART 

Clouded leopards do bond with you; not 
to the extent where they think they are 
human but they are grateful for the time 
and affection you give them. 

They like to climb and have lots of 
energy. They start off quite clumsy and 
wobbly so it’s important when you’re 
hand-rearing them that you give them 
plenty of stimulation. It’s also important 
to understand that you are not hand- 
rearing a pet, but a wild leopard. Hand- 
rearing is a last resort and we don’t take 
it lightly; it’s always done with the best 
interests of the species in mind. We 



took plenty of advice from the breeding 
programme with the goal that Nimbus 
would become a proper leopard and not 
a pet. We always try to keep the animals 
as wild as possible to enable them to 
integrate with their own kind more easily. 

Nimbus is now seven months old and 
is the size of a spaniel, so when she leaps 
on you from behind, you know about it! 
She will be introduced to one of her older 
sisters from her mum’s previous litters 
soon. We’ll let her sniff through the wire 
so she knows there’s other leopards in the 
area and then introduce them gradually. 

If they don’t get on we’ll bring in a male 
from our breeding programme but we 
hope it won’t come to that — we do 
have plenty of options so Nimbus will be 
absolutely fine. Clouded leopards do live 
solitary lives quite happily in the wild but 
hopefully our plans to incorporate her 
back into her family will work. ■ 



MEET NIMBUS! 

This Easter, you might be able to 
spot Nimbus in her new enclosure 
at Cotswold Wildlife Park in 
Burford, Oxfordshire. Visit www. 
cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk or tel. 
01993 823006. 
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Advertorial 



A lost cat may be found more 
quickly with microchipping 



Did you know that one in three 
pets go missing during their 
lifetime?* As a cat lover, you’ll 
want to stand the best chance 
possible of getting yours back if 
your cat does go missing. Tesco 
Bank Pet Insurance and pet 
health advisors, vetfone®, 
explain the importance and the 
process of having your cat 
microchipped and give tips on 
how to search for a lost cat. 

O nce a cat has become part of your life, it’s 
hard to imagine them not being around, 
yet it’s an everyday reality that they could go 
astray. But you can do something to increase 
your chances of being reunited with your cat - 
and that’s by having them microchipped. 

Isn’t a traditional collarand tag enough? 
Well, they are helpful but it’s very easy for them 
to be removed and lost. Many cat owners avoid 
using collars as they can get caught and cause 
injury when a catisjumping or climbing. 

The microchip can also help you prove 
ownership of your cat, should there ever be 
a dispute about it. 




With microchipping, you have 
a better chance of being reunited 
with a lost cat. 



Free microchipping may be available from 
some animal welfare charities so it’s worth 
making some enguiries. 

It is very important you notify the microchip 
database if any of your contact details have 
changed, such as address or phone numbers. 
But what if there’s a change of ownership? 

For example, you may have decided to 
re-home a cat whose owners are going to 
live abroad. 

You would need to notify the relevant 
database and will probably need to complete 
a form that incurs a small fee. 



If you are unlucky enough to lose your cat, 
here are some tips on to getting your search 
underway. Look in your cat’s favourite hiding 
places like cupboards, sheds and garages. 

Not there? Look locally, ask neighbours, check 
gardens or places where your pet likes to go. 

Contact local vets and pet rescue centres, 
as lost pets often get handed in there. The 
police don’t deal with stray pets, but the local 
council should have a cat warden where you 
can report your cat missing. 

It’s unfortunate if your cat goes missing but 
with Tesco Bank Pet Insurance Standard or 
Extra cover, there may be help at hand. If you 
report your cat missing you will get up to 
£1,000 towards the cost of local advertising, 
which includes up to £200 as a reward. 
Exclusions apply. Visit tescobank.com/pet 
to find outabout which product is right for you 
and your cat. And, as a standard benefit with 
every Standard or Extra Tesco Bank Pet 
Insurance policy, you get 24/7 telephone access 
to vetfone® and their team of nurses registered 
with the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

vetfone® is provided by Vetsdirect ltd. 
^National Pet Register, correct at 16th February 2015. 



Some expert advice from 

vetfone® on... vetfone 

mkrochipping and how it works 



A microchip is a very small, rice grain sized chip, 
which is injected just under the skin by a vet or 
other trained implanter. It has a unigue number 
that is linked to its owner. When your pet is 
microchipped, your contact details are 
registered on a microchip database, (the largest 
and probably most well-known of which is the 
Kennel Club’s Petlog service). This means that 
when your pet is found and scanned by an 
organisation with a microchip scanner, you can 
be contacted. 



Once you have confirmed that your pet is 
missing, act guickly. You should tell the 
microchip company thatyour pet is registered 
with when your pet goes missing, so that they 
are aware and can check your contact details 
with you. You may be able to do this online. 

The numbers you will need to enter to access this 
information will be in your microchip paperwork. 

If your cat isn’t microchipped you could go online 
or on social media such as Facebook. 



You will see numerous companies, charities, 
sites and blogs showing pictures of lost pets 
and advice on how to find them. Look for those 
who are active locally. You could also contact 
local newspapers or radio stations and local 
shops and place advertisements with them to 
alert people to help you find your pet. 

For more information, please seek 
veterinary advice. 



Tesco Bank Pet Insurance is arranged, administered and underwritten by Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance pic. 



TESCO Bank 



Pet Insurance 



tescobank.com/pet 



Telephone 0845 078 3803 • ©First dial 18001 • Lines are open Mon-Fri8am-9pnn, Sat 9am-5pm and Sun 10am-5pm 

Terms and conditions: Pets must be at least eight weeks old when cover starts. Pre-existing medical conditions are not covered and certain breeds of cats and dogs are also not covered. 
Full policy details are online attescobank.com. 

Tesco Bank is a trading name of Tesco Personal Finance pic. Registered in Scotland No. SC173199. Registered Office: Interpoint Building, 22 Haymarket Yards, Edinburgh EH12 5BH. 
Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. 









Lf Whether you’re a cross- 
^ stitch novice or pro, this 
jP is the perfect springtime 
« pattern for cat iovers. 







Cross stitch using two strands of one colour. 

■ 310 (black) ^ 761 (pink) 

A 317 (dark grey) ♦ 972 (golden yellow) 

A 319 (dark green) 'i' 3078 (light yellow) 

TT 320 (medium green) + 3347 (medium yellow green) 

O 368 (light green) s 3348 (light yellow green) 

> 369 (very light green) • white 



□ Cv-oss-sfitck 
fv-arvie/Koof 

□ ZiAJeiaav-t 14ct aid 

or Z^ct evenujeave, 
ant\o\ae Ujk'lte faU'lC 

□ Needle 

Q Zkread m 
Colours listed 



Cross stitch using one strand of each of two colours, 
168 (light grey) and 3753 (light blue grey) 

Z 169 (medium grey) and 932 (medium blue grey) 
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Daffodils 



782 (bronze) - using 1 strand 



310 (black) 



Buy a pack containing everything you need for this 
pattern, including Zweigart fabric, a thread card with 
DMC pre-sorted cottons, a needle and instructions for 
just £10 including p&p. This pack is available in Met aida 
or 27ct evenweave fabric from www.hcrafts.com or tel. 
01889 575256 . With thanks to Heritage Crafts. 



IT’S SPRING 



SHARE YOUR CREATIONS! 



www.facebook.com/ 

yourcatmagazine 

@yourcatmagazine 

catchat@yourcat.co.uk 
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Fukushima s 
forgotten cats 



a^leopard cub’ 

Treating 
feline 
^ cancer 
^ J 



£800 

IF CAT GOODIES 
for YOU AND 
YOUR CAT 



cat-friendly 

cleaning 

products 

Grooming | 
guide J 



SIX STEPS TO A CAT 



PAY 

ONLY 

£7 

every 3 

ISSUES 



'pursi 

lERGEI 



,USI>m short story by Christina Courtenay 



Call our subscription team on 



0844 848 8257 quoting C5PA4 
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Every month, 
Your Cat is 
packed with... 



6g post 

Please complete and post this form to: 
Freepost RT-GX-GJAY-LBCL, 

Your Cat, 3 Queensbridge, 
Northampton NN4 7BF 

YOUR DETAILS 

Title First name 

Surname 



•IS* Expert advice on health, 
behaviour, nutrition, 
general care and 
grooming 

•i* Shopping pages, 
new products, buyer’s 
guides and the latest 
cat-themed fashion 
•y* Giveaways galore, 

competitions and puzzles 
*11* Characterful felines and 
celebrity cat lovers 
•IS* Exclusive features 
and reader stories 
•IS* Crafts, handy tips 
and plenty more! 



Why subscribe? 

•IS* Save 30% on the cover 
price — just £7 every three 
issues (Direct Debit) 

•IS* Free UK delivery — get 
Your Cat straight to 
your door! 

•IS* Priority on cat questions 
— send your cat queries 
to our experts 

•IS* Share your thoughts 
every month — shape 
future issues! 

•IS* Never miss an issue. 



Or Visit: 

www.bpgmags. 

comAC/C5PA4 



Address 



Postcode Country 

Daytime telephone number 

Email address 



DIRECT DEBIT PAYMENT (UK ONLY) ^ 

□ I wish to pay £7 every three issues 3 ^% 




OTHER WAYS TO PAY 



READER OFFER - 1 YEAR (12 ISSUES) 

□ UK £30 (Save 25%) □ EUROPE £59.10 □ REST OF WORLD £72.90 

□ CHEQUE I enclose a cheque for £ 

(please make payable to BPG (Stamford) Ltd) 

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD 

□ VISA n MASTERCARD □ MAESTRO 

Card no □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 

Expiry date Valid from Issue No □□ 

(Maestro only) 



Signature Date 

Terms and conditions: Offer price of £7 every three issues is available to UK subscribers only, paying by quarterly Direct Debit. If 
you do not wish to continue your subscription, you must cancel your Direct Debit payment. Offer price of £30 is available to UK 
subscribers paying by cheque, credit or debit card. Overseas prices are listed above. Your subscription will start with the next 
available issue. By providing your contact details, you are agreeing to allow Your Cat magazine to contact you by post, phone 
or email, with updates and information about the magazine, website and associated products. We will not pass your details on 
to any third party company. If you wish to opt out of being contacted, email j.buzzel@bpgmedia.co.uk 
Our full privacy policy can be read atwww.yourcat.co.uk/privacy-policy.html 
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now she snores!” Stuart says. “She is 
especially fond of gravy and seafood. 
When I have to go away, she and Fiona 
share a crab supper.” 

Modern comnnunications mean that 
Stuart is able to talk to his cat while he is 
away. He’s not sure she quite understands 
Skype, though... “She does get a bit 
confused,” he admits. “She can recognise 
my voice but then goes to the back of 
the screen to see where I’m hiding! 

“We also have a collection of photos 
of her including a large one over the 
fireplace which is the first thing you see 
when you come into our living room. 

We are cat worshippers here! When 
I attend events and book signings, 
readers will often bring along presents 
for Grendel as I have mentioned her in the 
acknowledgements in many of my books. 

“If she was a celebrity... I suppose 
she would be a glamour puss like Keira 
Knightley or maybe Karen Gillan — a 
Scottish glamour puss!” ■ 



Self-confessed ‘cat worshipper’ and crime 
writer Stuart MacBride used to be a dog man... 



I f you have a cat — or any pet — and 
it doesn’t break your heart when you 
lose them, then you shouldn’t have 
one. They are there to be loved.” 

That’s a true cat lover speaking, 
isn’t it? And quite a surprising one, too, 
because Stuart Macbride is the best-selling 
author of a series of very dark thrillers, 
mainly set in Aberdeen and featuring a 
tough-talking Scottish cop called Logan 
McRae. A romantic novelist, perhaps, but 
it’s hard to imagine Stuart writing gripping 
page-turners about serial killers with his 
much-loved Maine Coon Grendel tucked 
up inside his dressing gown! 

“I used to work in a very draughty office. 
Grendel would climb into the folds of my 
dressing gown and fall asleep when she 
was a kitten, and she still does!” he admits. 

Stuart actually grew up with dogs 
rather than cats. He has two brothers and 

“...SHE WAS ABOUT 
SIX WEEKS OLD 
AND SO TINY SHE 
FITTED ON THE PALM 
OF MY HAND.” 

all three have turned into cat lovers! 

“I inherited my first cat when I met my 
wife Fiona,” Stuart explains. “She had a 
rescue called Cookie, a tiny wee thing, 
with tortoiseshell fur. She would sleep on 
my chest and I got used to seeing this 
little furry body first thing in the morning; 
it was very comfortable for both of us. 

“Sadly, Cookie wasn’t with us for very 
long. We lived in a flat at the time and 
we had a horrible neighbour who would 
chase her out of the garden and onto the 



street, where she was hit by a car. We 
were both devastated and still keep a 
photo of Cookie up in the house.” 

Stuart and Fiona were so upset by 
the loss of Cookie that they didn’t get 
another cat until they were living in 
the country. This coincided with Stuart 
getting his first publishing contract. He 
spent some of the money on buying a 
Maine Coon kitten, Grendel, and says it 
was the best thing he and Fiona ever did! 

“It was strange how it happened,” he 
says. “For years I had been a fan of a 
writer called Gabriel King who writes 
fantasy novels with cats as the main 
characters. One was a Maine Coon and 
I really liked the idea of getting one. I later 
found out that ‘Gabriel King’ is actually 
the pen-name of one of my editors at the 
publishing house! 

“We looked for a Maine Coon breeder 
and when we first saw Grendel she was 
about six weeks old and so tiny she fitted 
on the palm of my hand. She crawled up 
onto my shoulder and of course we both 
fell in love with her at once. We visited her 
several times at the breeders, and when 
she was about 12 weeks she came to us. 
She didn’t want to go into the carrier and 
when we got home she didn’t want to 
come out. Once she did, she settled in at 
once. That was 10 years ago and we can’t 
imagine being without her.” 

Like many cats, Grendel turned out to 
be rather a split personality. Inside, she is 
the cuddliest of pets who adores having 
her tummy tickled. Outside, she is a very 
successful hunter who has presented 
Stuart and Fiona with mice, rabbits and 
even a stoat! “The stoat came off worse, 
but Grendel got her nose scratched so 




Stuart MacBride’s 
latest novel The 
Missing and 
the Dead’ is published by 
HarperCollins, priced at 
£7.99. We have five 
copies up for grabs c^Ui\ 
— turn to page 90! 




Your Cat April 2015 






^Jt2; 

ftCXOaCKNIN 



'iSU 

ItorMLONIN 



ROfMLCKNlN 



RCW4LCKNIN 



A A year’s supply of 
Royal Canin food. Visit 

www.royalcanin.co.uk 

or tel. 0845 300 5011. 



4 A two-day all 
I inclusive luxury mini 
break for up to two 
cats at a Longcroft 
Luxury Cat Hotel. 
Each cat will enjoy 
a daily mini groom 
and paw massage, 
bedtime treats and 
a delicious A La 
Cat™ menu. Visit 
www.longcroft 
cathotel.co.uk or 
tel. 01707 832000. 



Enjoy a VIP experience at the 
London Pet Show and goodies 
Dm the show — worth over £ 800 ! 
Two winners wiil each receive... 



A A personalised Pandora-style 
pet charm from Silver Pet 
Prints. Visit www.silverpetprints. 
com or tel. 0121 713 1900. 



▼ The Anicura range of a 
skin products, including 
spray gel, gel ointment, 
shampoo and conditioner. 
Visit www.anicura.co.uk 

or tel. 0208 979 3592. 



anicura 



◄ A year’s supply of Zoflora and a 
handy cleaning kit. Visit www. 
zoflora.co.uk or tel. 01484 848200. 



A A cat-print messenger 
bag from Paw Prints 
London, available in blue 
or pink. Visit www. 
pawprintslondon.com or 
tel. 0207 737 6212. 



► A handmade Feather 
& Tails safety buckle 
collar with matching 
bow. Visit WWW. 
feathersandtails.co.uk or 

tel. 07731 886965. 



▲ A VIP experience at the London 



Pet Show, including fast track 
tickets, lunch and complimentary 
use of the cloakroom. 



The London Pet Show, sponsored by Gocompare.com, takes place at the ExCel, 
London, on May 9 and 10, 2015. The show is the ultimate day out for pet lovers, 
owners and families. To book tickets visit www.londonpetshow.co.uk 



HOW TO ENTER 

For your chance to win, answer the question 
(right) and turn to our competition coupon on 
page 90. You can also enter online at 
www.yourcat.co.uk/giveaways 



The closing date for entries is April 14, 2015, 
and you can enter online from March 13, 2015. 
Visit www.yourcat.co.uk for more information 
about each prize, plus T&Cs. Good luck! 




At which 
venue will 
the London 
Pet Show 
take place? 



www.yourcat.co.uk 





Vets In the 
community 



Rachel Grafton heads to Nottingham to see how its student vets are 
offering help to the disadvantaged and their four-legged friends. 




H ow do those living on the breadline 
afford vet treatment for their 
pets? Nottingham Vet School has 
teamed up with The Big Issue to 
run its Vets in the Community scheme, 
which offers free health checks and 
check-ups for the pets of the homeless 
or vulnerably housed. Funded by the 
Nottingham Cascade Fund, the scheme 
has been running since November 2012. 
The sessions are run by the university’s 
veterinary students, under supervision 
from qualified members of staff. 

The clinics take place at The Big Issue 
office on Carlton Road, Nottingham, 
every second and last Wednesday 
afternoon of the month, when owners 
and their pets — many of them Big 
Issue sellers themselves — can receive 
free microchips, vaccinations, flea 
and worm treatments, and even 
vouchers for free neutering. 



free 



Student 
Hannah with 
Black Jack. 



treatments 

Assisting the students today 
are chief vet Jenny Stavisky and 
associate professor Kate White. 

The majority of the clients who 
come through the doors today are 
canine, looking for a variety of services 
including a second vaccination and 
microchip for Chihuahua-cross puppy 
Hercules and vet advice to help a poorly 
Jack Russell. 

The feline patient we see today is Black 
Jack, a two-year-old black and white 
moggy who has a nasty-looking abscess 
on his neck after getting into a fight and 
being scratched by another cat. He’s 
been brought in with his Staffordshire 
Bull terrier pal Bruce, who has also been 
having trouble with itchy, wax-filled ears. 

Student vet Hannah Partridge gives 
Black Jack a good check over, listens to 
his chest and examines his ears, claws 



and fur. Poor Black Jack is quite sluggish 
in himself which Jenny says is because of 
the infection. 

As Black Jack is not neutered, Jenny 
says that the best thing to stop him from 
going out and getting into scraps is to 
have him neutered as cats are less likely 
to wander after the op. His owners agree 
to look into it. Hannah flushes Black 
Jack’s wound of its pus, shaves the area 
to give it a good clean, prescribes him 
some antibiotics to get rid of the infection 
and give his owners a neutering voucher. 

Without a scheme like this, pets such as 
Black Jack may not get the vital veterinary 
treatment they need, as Jenny explains: 
“The scheme has been running for just over 
two years; we started holding the clinics 
once a month but we decided to expand 
to twice a month — and we now treat 
between 40 to 60 pets every month. 

“We offer free treatment for people 
who are homeless or vulnerably housed 
— it’s about people who slip through the 
cracks. Some of our clients are The Big 
Issue sellers and want to have their pets 
microchipped for peace of mind, and it’s 
really important that they are seen since 
The Big Issue turn their place over to us 
so we can run the clinics. 

“We offer vaccinations which are 
provided by Cats Protection and Dogs 
Trust and they also provide us with 
vouchers to cover the costs of neutering, 
and treatments for aches and pains for 
conditions like arthritis and skin diseases.” 

A top partnership 

The scheme works well for everyone 
involved as the students gain valuable 
hands-on experience in treating animals 
while engaging with the community, and 
the client’s beloved pets are getting the 
free treatment they desperately need. 

The Big Issue’s regional manager 
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I m not sure what they would do if we 
weren’t here.” 



Covering the costs 






for the Midlands, Holly O’Connor, was 
contacted by Jenny to offer vet treatnnent 
for vulnerable people in the area. Holly 
thought it was a great idea, as she explains: 
“I said yes immediately From our point of 
view its about providing a service for the 
pets through The Big Issue Foundation — 
it’s a great perk to provide for the sellers. 

‘The scheme has been really popular 
and it’s been really busy as well. Vet bills 
are so expensive — it’s another thing you 
can’t budget for and it’s important to 
make sure the animals get treated.” 

Jenny has nothing but praise for Holly’s 
support, saying that without her help the 
scheme simply wouldn’t happen. 

Fourth year student Fiona Tomczynska 
is on the committee of the scheme. She 
says: “Every time we come here we get a 
renewed energy and we’ve had so many 
lovely cases — one lady hugged me 
because she was so grateful for what we 
did for her cat. People are so grateful; we 
had a Christmas party in a school hall last 
year and we gave the owners goody bags 
with lots of treats and pet food as well as 
hot soup, and many of our clients who we 
see all the time came — it was lovely.” 

“It’s nice that we can help people as 
well because they need their animals. 



To keep the scheme going, the students 
have to fundraise as each consultation 
costs between £15 to £20 per pet. Fiona 
explains: “As well as raising funds to 
cover consulation costs, we are looking 
into buying a new floor for The Big Issue 
office that is more hygienic and easier 
to clean. We also need a set of weighing 
scales so that we can more accurately 
give the correct dosages of medication.” 
Follow the student’s efforts on Twitter 
(o)vetsincommunity or find them on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/ 
vetsinthecommunity ■ 



To find out how you can help the students or if you’d like to make a 
donation to the scheme, email vetsinthecommunity@gmail.com 



“WE OFFER FREE 
TREATMENT FOR PEOPLE 
WHO ARE HOMELESS OR 
VULNERABLY HOUSED. IT’S 
ABOUT PEOPLE WHO SLIP 
THROUGH THE CRACKS.” 



www.yourcat.co.uk 
















forgotten 



Four years on from the nuclear 
disaster at a power plant in Japan, 
animal welfare organisations are 
continuing to save the pets left 
behind, as Lucy Ransley discovers. 



O n March 11, 2011, 
the world held 
its breath as 
Japan faced 

the biggest nuclear disaster 
since Chernobyl. The Great 
East Japan Earthquake, with 
a magnitude of 9.0, triggered 
a huge tsunami which hit 
the Fukushima nuclear 



power plant resulting in the 
meltdown of three of the six 
nuclear reactors. 

According to Japan National 
Police Agency statistics 
released in October 2014, 
15,889 people are now known 
to have lost their lives in the 
disaster and a further 2,598 
people are still missing. The 



home with a family in Tokyo. 

Susan Roberts, an American 
expat who co-founded the 
Japan Cat Network (JCN) 
in 1997, explains that the 
problem is that very few cats 
are neutered in Japan as the 
cost is often prohibitive (it 
costs around £150 to £600 
to neuter a cat here). When 
Susan arrived in Japan in 1993, 
she was upset by the number 
of sick and dying cats on the 
streets and set up the JCN 
with an aim to trap, neuter 
and return (TNR) as many 
cats as possible. It was very 
successful and within three 
years there were no more 



cats 



Great East Japan Earthquake 
Reconstruction Agency 
estimates that 270,000 
people from the area were 
still living in temporary 
housing in March 2014. 

Nearly four years on in a 
cat cafe in the heart of Tokyo, 
two forgotten victims of the 
disaster chase their tails in 
their cage. Three-month-old 
Rutile, a beautiful tabby with 
snow white paws and a white 
bib, and his sister Amber, a 
dark grey tabby with specks 
of white in her fur, are the 
latest kittens to be rescued 
from the 20km exclusion zone 
in Fukushima. 

“They are fifth or sixth 
generation kittens,” explains 
Takako Saito, the owner of 
Asakusa Nekoen Cat Cafe. 
“Maybe their great, great 
grandmother was left in the 
exclusion zone when the 
humans had to evacuate.” 

Rutile and Amber are a 
success story. They were 
brought to the cafe by one of 
Japan’s small animal welfare 
groups and spent one month 
in isolation due to a nasty 
parasite in their stomachs. 
However, now recovered 
and healthy they have 
found their forever 
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Stray cats in her area. “It was 
like nnagic ” she says. 

When the Great East Japan 
Earthquake literally shook 
Susan’s home many miles 
away from the epicentre, 
she knew immediately that 
a big disaster had occurred. 
Together with other animal 
agencies in Japan she started 
organising a task force and 
arrived in the once quiet 
agricultural area on March 22. 
“There were more animals 
than I think people imagined 
— and there are still animals 
there today.” says Susan. 

Initially, the volunteers 
didn’t pick up cats unless they 
were in distress. “We didn’t 
want to take people’s animals 
and them not be able to find 
them later,” she explains. 
Susan and her team visited 
evacuation centres and talked 
with the owners, finding out 
what they wanted to happen 
to their pets. “The JCN has 
always had as its primary 
objective ‘helping people who 
want to help cats’ so that’s 
what we did,” she explains. 

The JCN opened up a 
shelter in a safe part of 
Fukushima where distressed 
cats were immediately taken. 
They fed the cats in the 
exclusion zone and reunited 
any cats they could with 
their owners. They also 
helped people who had 
brought their cats with 
them to the temporary 
housing centres, finding 
appropriate food for their 



pets, particularly cats who had 
a special diet. 

On April 22, just over a 
month after the disaster, 

Susan received the news that 
the government would be 
locking down the area. “On 
that day we removed all the 
animals we found because 
we didn’t know if anyone was 
going to be able to come back 
for them again.” 

It was July 2011 before 
Susan and her team were 
able to access the area again. 
The Japanese government 
allowed animal welfare groups 
to enter as long as they were 
accompanied by a vet. 

For the next few months, 
the JCN worked tirelessly to 
find and neuter as many entire 
cats as possible, to continue 
to house any cats in distress 
and to feed as many cats 
as they could. The cats are 
fed dry food using specially 
adapted feeding boxes. In the 
height of the crisis volunteers 
had set up 40 feeding 
stations and were putting 
down over 100kg of food 
per week. As space became 
available in the shelters they 
would take in more cats, but 
due to limited space they 





couldn’t take them all. “It was 
a really difficult decision to 
make to know whether to do 
TNR or whether to put cats 
in overcrowded shelters,” 
explains Susan. 

The charity’s work is 
still continuing today. JCN 
volunteers go into the 
exclusion zone once a week to 
feed the cats and the shelter 
is always full as it continues 
to accept cats from the area 
as needed. Susan estimates 
that the JCN alone has picked 
up over 600 cats from the 
exclusion zone. “Almost all 
friendly cats have now been 
removed,” says Susan. 

Sadly, just a few of the 
cats were able to go back to 
their owners as so many 
people are now living in 
temporary housing that 
doesn’t allow pets. Many of 
the rescued cats have been 
adopted and some have 
even found their forever 
homes abroad, including 
Temperance (pictured left). 

However, many of 
the animal welfare 
groups, including 
the JCN, are now 
struggling as the 
initial donations 
after the disaster 



have dried up. Some groups 
have had to stop going in 
to feed in the areas they 
were looking after due to 
lack of funds. This was never 
an option for Susan, who 
explains that the JCN could 
never stop going in to feed 
the cats. “They are our cats; 
they wait for us. We have to 
show up every week. They 
don’t have names but I know 
all their faces.” 

However, with many feral 
cats still in the area and 
parts of the exclusion zone 
completely out of bounds, 
kittens are still being found 
every season. This is not a 
problem that is going to go 
away any time soon. For the 
forgotten cats in Fukushima, 
this disaster is not something 
that happened four years ago; 
it is still happening now. ■ 



Support the JCN 

If you would like to donate to the JCN, just £7 a 
month could pay for two bags of dry food. For 
more information and details on how to donate, 
volunteer or adopt visit www.Japancatnetwork.org 
Asakusa Nekoen Cat Cafe offers a chance for 
rescue cats to interact with people while waiting 
for their forever homes. Visit www.asakusa nekoen. 
com/index_english 
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Change for 
the better 

Cats Protection is speaking up for cats with 
the launch of the UK’s first Manifesto for Cats. 
But what would the changes mean for our 
feline friends? 



r 1 

The 10 manifesto points are; 

O Updating the law to control the 
breeding and sale of cats to 
reduce the number of unwanted 
and unplanned kittens. 

© Compulsory microchipping for 
pet cats. 

© Creating a national database of 
cats entering the UK legally so 
those entering without a rabies 
vaccine can be identified. 

© Creation of a new offence within 
legislation governing dangerous 
dogs where a dog that is out 
of control attacks, injures or 
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Cats Protection 
chairman of trustees 
Heather McCann 
speaks at the event. 



kills a cat. 



© Inclusion of animal welfare in 
the National Curriculum. 



O Allowing people with pets in 
rented housing and care homes 
to keep their animals. 



O Government monitoring to 
ensure that assessments and 
personalised care plans include 
consideration of any companion 
animals that form part of the 
individual’s household. 



© Clear labelling of flowers, plants 
and household products that are 
toxic to cats. 



O An outright ban on the use 
of snares. 



Stricter regulation on the 
ownership of air guns and 
crossbows to prevent injury or 
death to cats. 



To support the manifesto, visit www. 
cats.org.uk/manifesto where you 
can see a promotional video made 
by Cats Protection, and also find out 
how to ask your MP to get involved. 



event: “We are heartened to have received 
so nnuch positive feedback and support 
for our Manifesto for Cats. We’re hoping 
that in this important year we get the 
support of politicians to improve 
the lives of thousands of cats. 

As a caring society it’s vital 
the next Government give 
serious attention to the 
issues raised in 
our manifesto.” 

Speaking at the event, 

Neil Parish MP said: “As a cat 
owner myself I am delighted 
to host the launch of the first 
ever Manifesto for Cats. There 
are areas of feline welfare where 
more work should and can be done to 
tackle cat abandonment. I look forward to 
submitting this manifesto to the 
Secretary of State.” 

Angela Smith, Labour Shadow Minister 
for environment, food and rural affairs, 
said: “It’s a pleasure to work with Cats 
Protection and to launch the manifesto. 
Cats are very much a part of every day life 
with 10.5 million owned cats in the 
UK and Cats Protection plays a vital role.” 



A fter a three-month public 

consultation, the official Manifesto 
for Cats was launched at the House 
of Commons in February to put 
feline welfare in the political spotlight 
ahead of the General Election in May. 

Cats Protection unveiled the manifesto 
at a reception hosted by Neil Parish MP, 
chairman of the Associate Parliamentary 
Group for Animal Welfare, and supported 
by Petplan. The event was attended by 
more than 35 MPs and Lords including 
Lord de Mauley, the Parliamentary 
Under Secretary of State for natural 
environment and science, as well as 
representatives from many cat welfare 
organisations including International 
Cat Care, PDSA, Blue Cross and the GCCF. 
During the event, guests were also invited 
to pose with Cats Protection’s 
giant cat Kitty Kong to show 
their support. 

Cats Protection’s 
advocacy manager 
Jacqui Cuff said at t 
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MEET OUR EXPERTS 



GENERAL CARE 



CELIA HADDON is a welM<no^H 

pet columnist and author of 
numerous cat books. She is a 
cat lover and owner, with a cat 
behaviour qualification and 
broad experience of feline issues. 



LIBBY SHERIDAN MVB MRCVS 
worked as a vet before joining 
the pet food industry. She 
then set up Mojo Consultancy, 
offering specialist business 
support to the pet care industry. 



VETERINARY 



NIKKI GAUT BVetMed 
MANZCVS (Feline Medicine) 
MRCVS is a feline practitioner at 
a cat-only clinic in London. Find 
out more about Nikki at 
www.nikkigaut.com 



DipAS(CABC) MRCVS is 
a lecturer in small animal 
behaviour, with a particular 
interest in inter-cat aggression 
and abnormal behaviour. 



HOLISTIC 



HOLLY MASH BVSc IVAS 
MRCVS specialises in 
complementary medicine 
including herbalism and 
acupuncture. She also runs 
online courses for owners. 



BEREAVEMENT 

HOW CAN I GET OVER HER LOSS? 



Q l am 27 and recently lost a 
cat who rd had since I was 10 
years old. She had developed 
terminal cancer. My biggest worry is 
that she might have known what was 
happening when we took her to the 
vet. Why am I finding this so hard 
when my parents seem to be coping? 

SUE SAYS: 

A lt is understandable in such a 
close relationship that you are 
experiencing an intense grief 
reaction over her euthanasia. While 
you logically understand this was the 
most ethically appropriate choice 
given her terminal illness, this doesn’t 
stop you from feeling grief. 

Unlike us, cats do not have the 
reflexive capacity to contemplate 
their own death and I hope that you 
will feel some comfort knowing that 



your cat will not have known why she 
was going to the vets or experienced 
any fear. Euthanasia translates as the 
bringing about of a peaceful death and 
it will have been just that for her. 

Your parents sound as though 
outwardly they may appear to have 
processed their grief, but it is difficult 
to know as some people process grief 
by keeping busy and being very task 
orientated, while others express grief 
openly through crying. It is not helpful 
to compare grief as we all cope in our 
own ways when we experience a loss. 

It is important for you to remember 
how emotionally connected you were 
with your cat and to understand this 
is why your grief is so intense. This is 
understandable and not a sign that 
something is wrong. 

I am so sorry for the loss of your cat. 
You are in my thoughts. ■ 



GARDENING 



CAT 

VETERINARY 

I CANT 



VET TREATMENT! 



Q l am an OAP on benefits and 

I have had my tortoiseshell Ellie for 
over 14 years, but she has fallen ill 
and I cannot afford treatment. She has 
kidney failure, as well as diabetes. The 
vet said she would need two injections 
every day and a special diet, but with the 
kidney failure she will not last long. I have 
decided to have Ellie put to sleep before 
she deteriorates any further but I feel so 
bad. Am I doing the right thing? 

NIKKI SAYS: 

A I am so sorry to hear that you are 
going through such a difficult time. 
Both diabetes and kidney failure 
are serious conditions that need close 
monitoring and management, and when 
they arise together it can complicate 
things even further. Diabetes in cats is 
managed by daily injections of insulin 
and regular vet check-ups for blood 
and urine monitoring, often alongside 
a host of other changes to lifestyle and 
management. Chronic kidney disease also 
requires close monitoring with regular 
vet checks and often dietary changes, 
medication and supplements. Having 
both of these conditions is costly and 
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time-consuming for any owner, and this is 
where having lifetime insurance cover can 
at least ease the financial strain. 

Every owner and every situation is 
different and the important thing to 
consider when you have been given such 
a life-changing diagnosis, is quality of 
life for both Ellie and yourself. We have 
pets as companions and family members 
and they bring us so much joy and 
comfort. When they get sick, however, 
we have to consider whether we are in 
a position in our own lives to look after 
them sufficiently and provide them with 
the best quality of life. Please try not to 
feel bad — it sounds like Ellie has had a 
wonderful life with you. ■ 
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AFFORD 






JON BOWEN BVetMed 



DR SUE DAWSON is a pet 

bereavement counsellor working 
with grieving owners, veterinary 
and animal welfare professionals. 
She lectures internationally 
about grief and pet loss. 



GRAHAM STRONG is an 

award-winning garden writer, 
experienced plantsman and 
garden designer. He’s also 
a cat owner and knows just what 
they like outdoors! 



ANITA KELSEY MCBFA/CIDBT 
runs a vet referral practice 
dedicated to behaviour 
problems in cats. She is also an 
expert cat groomer. Visit 
www.catbehaviourist.com 
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WHY DOES SHE GO ON THE FLOOR? 



My five-year-old cat has been 
having problems going for a poo. 
She always starts in the litter tray 
but ends up wiping her bum along 
the floor to remove the last bit. The 
poo is quite hard but she always goes 
regularly (every other day). I feed her 
mainly wet food but she also has dry 
food. Why does this happen? 

NIKKI EXPLAINS: 

I am concerned that your cat is only 
passing faeces every other day as 
cats, in general, should ideally go 
every 24-36 hours. When faeces remain 
inside the colon or rectum for too long 
they can dry out and this makes them 
harder to push out, hence the reason 
she may be struggling to release the 
final bit from her bottom. The fact that 



you have also noticed the faeces are 
quite hard may confirm constipation to 
be the problem. 

Constipation can occur due to a 
variety of reasons and it is therefore 
important to get your cat examined to 
rule out primary causes. Reduced water 
intake or dehydration can be one cause 
and so your vet may check a blood and 
urine sample to rule out kidney disease 
leading to dehydration. Increasing the 
water intake by making sure the water 
bowl sits away from the food bowl, and 
providing multiple water sources in a 
variety of locations can aid in increasing 
drinking. You are already feeding a 
balanced diet, it seems, by providing 
wet and dry food but you may want 
to increase the wet food component 
slightly more as cats get most of their 



moisture from their diets. Your vet can 
also advise you on different diets that 
may provide more fibre or be ‘low- 
residue’ which produce smaller faeces. 
In older cats osteoarthritis can also 
make defaecation difficult and your 
vet should be able to diagnose this 
or talk about different treatments for 
this. Providing more than one toileting 
area and making sure your litter trays 
are regularly cleaned, accessible and 
placed in private places can encourage 
your cat to use them more regularly. 

Less commonly than dogs, cats can 
get impacted anal glands which may 
need squeezing by the vet and it is 
worth checking the worming status 
of your cat too. Hopefully once you 
have addressed the cause, this slightly 
bizarre behaviour should improve! ■ 





BEHAVIOUR 

WHY DOES SHE HAVE 
A SPLIT PERSONALITY? 




a lovely cat and can be very 
gentle, but she has this ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ side to her which 
we would appreciate your 
advice on sorting out. We 
have a six-month-old kitten 
and where our other cat plays 
with him and comforts him, 
Cleo only ever growls and 
lashes out. We try playing 
with her but she doesn’t seem 



to know how to play with us 
or other cats. Can you offer 
any advice? 

JON ADVISES: 

A A six-year-old cat is like 
a middle-aged person. 
Your personality and 
preferences are set, and 
unless you are going through 
a mid-life crisis you aren’t 
likely to abandon your old 
ways. Cats are the same; they 
have definite personalities 
and preferences, and in Cleo’s 
case she is not interested in 
play, either with you or your 
younger cat. 



In the studies we have 
done at Your Cat over the last 
couple of years we have also 
found evidence that middle- 
aged cats are the most likely 
to get into minor conflict with 
neighbourhood cats, implying 
that in middle age they are 
more territorial. In female cats 
this is the age at which they 
would be senior matriarchs 
in a colony of females. Cats 
that are under two years of 
age tend to be more playful, 
gregarious and accepting of 
new social relationships. So, 
you may have a mismatch of 
personality and age. 



My suggestion is that you 
stop trying to persuade 
Cleo to play with the other 
cats, because this is not 
what Cleo wants. Respect 
her preferences and try to 
find ways to diffuse tension 
between the cats. For 
example, play games with 
your other cats only when 
Cleo is out of the room or 
perched somewhere in the 
room where she feels safe to 
watch. Make sure that the cats 
have free outdoor access, give 
them all food through activity 
feeding, and provide lots of 
toys and places to hide. ■ 
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I CANT 
BELIEVE 
HE’S GONE 



Q l recently lost my cat suddenly after 
making the painful decision to have 
him put to sleep. I know it was the 
right decision but it just happened so 
suddenly. I really can’t believe he’s gone, 
so any help or advice you can offer 
would be greatly appreciated. 

SUE ADVISES: 

A I am so sorry to learn of the loss 
of your cat. You made the most 
difficult decision that any of us can 
make for our loved cat. You chose to end 
his life peacefully and avoid him suffering 
and distress. 

While logically you know this was in his 
best interests, euthanasia-related grief 
(our feelings in response to having our 
cat put to sleep) is distinct and can result 
in very intense feelings of questioning, 
guilt and doubt. All of these feelings 
are normal as is the intensity of your 
emotional pain at his death. 

It can be helpful to talk through your 
feelings with someone who understands 
how much you loved your cat as this will 



help you know you are not alone in your 
grief. It can also feel healing to re-visit 
what the vet told you and make clear this 
was a joint decision made with your vet 
for your cat, to help him. Your vet advised 
this was the kindest way forward for 
your cat given the stage of his condition, 
therefore what you did for him was an 
act of love. 

Blue Cross runs a Pet Bereavement 
Support Service (tel. 0800 096 6606 
from 8.30am to 8.30pm seven days a 
week) which offers confidential emotional 
support from volunteers who have 



WHY WON’T MY 
KITTEN STOP CRYING? 



Some cats are more vocal than 
others, and it sounds like your 
kitten is one of those! It doesn’t 
mean he is unhappy, but there are 
some ways that you can reduce the 
crying. Firstly, cats are independent 
animals and they need to have free 
access to food, water and space. 
Switch your kitten onto ad-lib feeding, 
preferably from an activity feeder like 
the Trixie Cat Activity Fun Board. Keep 
the feeder topped up at all times, and 
don’t feed meals or more food on 



demand. Give your kitten free outdoor 
access via a cat flap, preferably a 
microchip one that prevents other cats 
from coming in. 

Lastly, don’t try to find ways of 
satisfying your kitten when he is 
crying. If you try offering food treats, 
play or cuddles, then you are Just 
rewarding behaviour that you don’t 
really want. After all this, if your cat 
is still crying at various times then 
this is probably Just a matter of his 
personality; he is a talkative cat! ■ 



all experienced pet loss. You can also 
memorialise your cat by lighting a candle 
online at www.yourcat.co.uk 

It may feel helpful to write a letter to 
your cat telling him how much he was 
loved and why you made the decision 
you made, to help him and prevent him 
from any suffering. 

Grief can be understood as a stress 
response and it’s important to make sure 
you self-care (eat regularly, get enough 
sleep and keep to your usual routine). 

You are in my thoughts at this 
difficult time. ■ 



BEREAVEMENT 
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VETERINARY 



AVOIDING 

Q In 2009 I selected what I considered 
to be an excellent breeder of Maine 
Coons. I chose two kittens; a boy 
and a girl from the same litter. In 2011 
I took them to a cardiologist due to both 
having low-grade heart murmurs. The 
girl showed positive for hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy (HCM) via ultrasound 
and the boy was not considered bad 
enough for testing. Unfortunately they 
both died young. I would love another 
Maine Coon and have been talking to a 
breeder whose cats are HCM-negative by 
tests and parentage. Is this enough? 

NICKI ANSWERS: 

A rm so sorry to hear you lost your two 
beautiful Maine Coons to HCM. It is 
the most common acquired heart 
disease in cats and leads to a thickening 
of the cardiac muscle and reduced 
chamber size, resulting in a reduced 
ability of the heart to contract and fill 
efficiently. This can therefore ultimately 
lead to life-threatening and congestive 
heart failure, thromboembolism (blood 
clots) and sudden death. 

In general, the cause of this condition 
is either secondary (due to underlying 
hyperthyroidism or hypertension) or 



HCM 



primary heart disease 
with no obvious causal 
factor (therefore known as 
idiopathic). In humans the 
majority of idiopathic HCM is 
due to genetic mutations, and 
it is now thought that cats may be 
the same. 

A specific genetic defect that may 
contribute to the development of 
cardiomyopathy has unfortunately been 
recognised in some Maine Coon cats, 
but there is a test to identify this gene, 
which is available from Bristol Vet School 
and some other laboratories. Swabs are 
taken from the inside of the kitten’s cheek 
and this should provide enough DNA to 
identify the gene if it is present. 

Positive genetic results can then be 
screened by a specialist cardiologist 
performing cardiac ultrasound 
(echocardiography) which can determine 
the disease state and progression. 
Echocardiography is the only way of 
definitively diagnosing the disease as 
it picks up all cases of HCM, not just 
those that have the gene. However a 
single normal echocardiogram does not 
guarantee the cat will remain free of 
the disease and therefore cardiologists 




recommend that 
breeding cats should 
have an annual 
echocardiogram during 
their breeding years. 

The fact that the 
breeder has said that her 
breeding cats have tested 
negative should mean that 
they do not possess the gene and so will 
not have had to undergo this extra testing. 

Some breeders have registered their 
cats onto a HCM Negative Register 
scheme so that the genetic status of 
breeding stock is recorded along with 
results of ultrasound scanning by a 
veterinary cardiologist. This information 
then allows more careful selection of 
suitable breeding cats and can hopefully 
guide you in finding a breeder. The 
scheme is operated by the Veterinary 
Cardiovascular Society in the UK, with 
support from International Cat Care 
(www.bsavaportal.com/vcs/lnformation/ 
HeartTesting.aspx), and cats registered 
under this scheme can be seen in the 
HCM Negative Register (www.icatcare. 
org:8080/breeders/registers/HCM?title_ 
selective=AII). I wish you luck in your 
quest to find Maine Coons kittens. ■ 



BEHAVIOUR 

WHY DOES MY CAT 
TOILET ON MY BED? 



JON SAYS: 

A A lot of people rear kittens in 
relatively confined spaces with a 
litter tray, bedding, newspapers, 
water and a food bowl. As a result, 
many kittens have learned that it is ok 
to eliminate on bedding as well as on 
newspaper and litter. They carry this 
memory into adulthood, so that at times 
of stress, or when their preferred toilet 
is unavailable, they will go to the toilet 
on a bed or sofa. 

For cats that mostly go to the toilet 
outside, it is quite common for their 
favourite toilet locations to become 
inaccessible — for example, if a new 



cat or dog moves in to a neighbouring 
house, or a neighbour tries to scare 
visiting cats away. 

Even changes in weather make a 
difference; in cold or wet weather the 
ground can be hard to dig. The best 
way to avoid this is to give your cat an 
outdoor toilet in his own garden. Just 
dig a couple of pits that are about the 
dimensions of a large cat litter tray 
and at least 30cm deep. Fill with soft 
playground sand. These toilets should 
be located in the border behind bushes 
and plants where your cat can have 
some privacy. 




Cats prefer unscented, mineral-based 
litter, large high-sided trays and privacy. 
They also like to use separate toilets 
for pee and poo. Don’t use scented or 
wood pulp-based litter, and keep the 
tray where your cat won’t be bothered 
by a lot of activity. Clean poo away as 
soon as you see it, and when you 
wash the tray don’t use any strong- 
smelling chemicals. ■ 

J 
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Litter tray 

training 

When Mandy Ellison introduced a kitten 
to her existing cat, litter tray troubles 
were the last thing she expected. 

Behaviourist Peter Neville stepped 
in to help. 





mandy SAYS: “My two-year-old cat 
Tink has forgotten how to use her 
litter tray since the arrival of our 
nine-week-old kitten. Tink seems to 
like Macy and they do play together, 
but I am now finding cat poo and 
very wet pot plants everywhere - 
and the kitten is now starting to 
copy Tink’s behaviour. Help!” 



M andy contacted me because she 
was just completely lost for ideas 
as to why Tink had stopped using 
the litter tray after she adopted a 
new kitten. When we met, she explained 
that she was working long hours and 
thought that Tink was lonely, which is 
why she decided to get another cat. I am 
often cautious about advising getting 
a second cat to help resolve perceived 
loneliness, as most cats are very happy 
on their own. Bringing another cat into 
the home can often spell trouble, but in 
Mandy’s case I was happy to see that Tink 
and Macy really did get along. 

Mandy read up on how to introduce 
cats properly and spent about a week 
doing the introductions using an indoor 
pen, frequent controlled exposure of 
one cat to another, and using feline 
pheromones etc. It all seemed to go really 
well; Tink and Macy didn’t fight and they 



were soon allowed to roam free 
together. However, it wasn’t long 
before Tink’s litter tray 
problems emerged. 

It seemed that Tink didn’t think 
sharing a litter tray was an acceptable 
development, so she started using 
Mandy’s indoor pot plants to eliminate. 
The smell quickly drew Macy’s attention 
and taught her that this was where ‘big 
cats go’ when nature calls! That’s when 
I was called in to help. 

Spotting stress 

While Mandy and I were talking, I kept a 
close eye on the two cats but I couldn’t 
see any signs of stress between them — on 
several occasions, I even spotted them 
grooming each other. 

I did see Tink 
investigating a litter 
tray, but when she came 
across a used patch she 
turned away and headed 
to a pot plant instead. 

I asked Mandy how 
many litter trays she had 
available in the house, 
and her answer was just 
one. Unfortunately, cats 
can be very particular 
about their toileting arrangements, 
as Mandy was finding out. Tink didn’t 
mind her new friend and had grown to 




“UNFORTUNATELY, 
CATS CAN BE VERY 
PARTICULAR ABOUT 
THEIR TOILETING 
ARRANGEMENTS, 
AS MANDY WAS 
FINDING OUT...” 



enjoy her company very quickly, but she 
certainly did mind sharing her bathroom 
facilities. Her solution, since she was an 
indoor cat, was to find the closest thing to 
a tray that she could use instead. 

Mandy was very 
relieved to hear that the 
inappropriate elimination 
was not because her older 
cat was unhappy about the 
new kitten. She had done 
some online research and 
was quietly stressing as 
many articles mentioned 
that the arrival of a new 
cat often causes litter tray 
aversions due to stress. 

While this can be true, it is 
also equally important to remember that 
each case is unique and that no two cats 
or environments are the same. 
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Your Pet, Our Passion! 



OUR BEHAVIOUR EXPERT 



PETER NEVILLE is' 

an expert in feline 
behaviour and works 
both in the UK and 
abroad. To find out more 
about Peter, go to 
www.coape.org 








At PURINA® we make some of the 
UK's best known pet foods. 

For free advice and support on any 
aspect of pet care, just ask our 
experts in the PURINA PetCareTeam. 
Find out more at www.purina.co.uk 

or call 0800 21 2 161 (Mon-Fri 8am-6pm). 



With all these easy to implement 
steps in place, I said my farewells 
to Mandy, link and Macy. Mandy 
emailed me a week later with 
the good news that the problem 
had been resolved: “link quickly 
figured out there was a tray 
just for her. She used that tray 
exclusively but I have noticed in 
the last two days that she’s been 
using another tray in the bathroom 
too, even though Macy had also 
used it already, so I think the 
problem is steadily disappearing! 
Thank you for helping me find 
solutions for my problem.” ■ 



Essential extras 

Mandy breathed a sigh of relief when 
I told her that her problem was actually 
much simpler than she had imagined. She 
had two cats now, and one of them didn’t 
like sharing trays. So to solve this, and to 
avoid pot plants being used as toilets, 
she had to place a few more trays around 
her home — the general rule for multi-cat 
households is one litter tray per cat, plus 
one extra. These should all be placed in 
quiet, out-of-the way areas so the cats 
could have privacy while using them. 

I also suggested placing one tray in an 
area that only Tink could access for the 
time being, so she could have a tray all to 
herself. Mandy also had to make sure that 
the trays were cleaned immediately after 
they were used. As a precaution, I asked 
Mandy to spray some feline pheromones 




around the trays, and to put 
bubble wrap or foil on top of 
the soil in the potted plants. 

This would make them 
unattractive to Tink. 

The cats both preferred 
clay-type litter, but Mandy 
was also filling the trays too 
deep, which meant there was 
often litter scattered all over 
the floor. I showed her how 
to fill the trays to only about 
an inch deep as this seems 
to suit most cats and helps 
prevent scattering. To avoid litter 
being scattered all over the floor, 
covered trays would be an even better 
solution — if Mandy wanted to make the 
investment. However, she would need to 
test the water with one first to make sure 
both cats liked it. 
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RVC OPENS PAIN CLINIC 

The Royal Veterinary College (RVC) is opening a state- 
of-the-art pain clinic for working and domestic dogs 
and cats. The clinic offers a transdisciplinary specialist 
approach into the treatment of osteoarthritis and chronic 
pain management, providing support for patients that 
don’t respond to the most common therapies. 

Professor Holger Volk, clinical director of the RVC’s 
small animal referral services, says: “Like in human 
medicine, as doctors specialise they can lose sight of 
the big picture, only focusing on their own area of 
expertise. This can lead to patients being passed from 
specialist to specialist with the root clinical signs never 
being discovered. The RVC is therefore leading the 
way by building transdisciplinary teams working 
together to achieve the best individualised care for 
pets and animals.” 

BVA SETS OUT MANIFESTO 

The British Veterinary Association’s (BVA) president 
John Blackwell set out the organisation’s 2015 General 
Election manifesto on February 3, encouraging political 
parties to commit to taking action on the serious issue 
of animal welfare and disease prevention. He highlighted 
the crucial role vet surgeons play in safeguarding animal 
health and welfare, exploring issues such as protecting 
vets’ ability to prescribe and dispense veterinary 
medicines, and ensuring the veterinary surveillance 
system of animal disease detection and prevention in the 
UK is robust enough to ‘spot the next emerging threat’. 



BEHAVIOUR 

MY FEMALE CAT 
KEEPS SPRAYING ON 
EVERYTHING - HELP! 



JOf^|^NSWERS: 

A in the wild, there is enough 
space for cats to have their 
own territories, which they 
will guard against intrusion by 
other cats. One of the ways 
they do this is through scent 
marks. Spray marks are used 
by cats to time-share access 
to areas that are used by more 
than one cat. For example, a 
strip of land that two cats use 
to move between areas of their 
extended territory. The spray 
mark indicates the identity of 
a visiting cat as well as when 
that cat was there. By following 
a routine of visiting the same 
places at the same times of 
day, cats can avoid meeting 
each other face to face. 

In an urban domestic 
setting, the space available 
to cats is limited and instead 
of having large personal 
territories, each cat will have 
a patchwork of small spaces. 
This means that cats often 
cross each other’s gardens, 
moving between parts of 
their territory. In an attempt 
to time share space, cats 
that see other cats passing 
close to their home will resort 
to spray-marking around 
external windows and doors, 
and objects that are close to 
them. Spraying can extend 
to internal corridors and 
doorways if the home has 
been invaded by a local cat 
looking for food and shelter. 

In multi-cat households 
with cats that do not get 
on well, spray marking will 
happen when the resident 
cats try to share indoor space 
between them. This leads to 
spray-marking around internal 
doorways and corridors. 

Here are some potential 
ways to resolve the problem: 

• Give your cat free access 
to food, so that she can eat 



whenever she wants to. 

• Install Feliway diffusers in 
parts of the house where your 
cat spends most time. 

• Make a map of all the places 
where your cat has ever 
sprayed, and clean all of them 
twice, on consecutive days, to 
remove as much of the odour 
as possible. From then on, 
check all locations daily and 
clean them as soon as you see 
any mark. 

• The best cleaning method 
is to wipe away residue with 
paper towel, then spray the 
area with water and dry with 
more paper towel. Next, spray 
with a 10 per cent solution of 
biological washing powder 

in water, and dry with paper 
towel. Lastly, spray with 
surgical spirit. 

• Wash sprayed fabric and 
dispose of items that cannot 
be easily cleaned. Clean the 
carpet near to places that 
have been sprayed, to remove 
any residual odour. 

• Use an electronic or 
microchip cat flap in order to 
keep other people’s cats out. 

• Make your garden attractive 
by providing shelter, places 

to hide and climb, as well as a 
toileting area (turn to Graham 
Strong’s gardening feature on 
page 20). 

• Discourage other cats from 
your garden with special cat- 
proof fencing. 

• If there are particular spots 
by external windows where 
your cat sees other cats and 
regularly sprays, block the 
view using glass etch spray 
or film. 

• If spraying has been going 
on for more than a few 
months, you may need to 
consider medication for your 
cat, in which case talk to your 
vet and consider calling in a 
feline behaviour expert. ■ 
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VETERINARY 

WHAT IS 



MICROCHIPPING? 

NIkI^ ^DVISES: 

A Microchipping is still the safest and 
most reliable way of identifying 
your cat. Since using microchip 
technology we, as vets, have 
seen a reduction in collar- 
associated injuries and many 
lost pets have been reunited 
with their owners quickly 
and safely. 

There are now a few 
variations of the microchip 
itself — some which have 
extras, such as measuring the 
body temperature — but essentially 
the procedure, size and shape of the 
microchip remains the same. Slightly 
smaller than a grain of rice, the 
microchip sits comfortably undetected 
by the cat under the skin between the 
shoulder blades. However, a common 
misconception is that microchips are 
programmed with satellite technology 
— unfortunately they cannot track your 
cat’s whereabouts. 

Kittens can be microchipped at any 
age by a trained implanter (a breeder, 
rescue centre staff, nurse or vet) but 
are usually done at vaccination stage 



(nine-12 weeks) to 
make sure they are 
identified before they 
are let out. The microchip 
is inserted by a needle and so 
I often recommend doing it at the time 
of neutering when the kitten is under 
anaesthesia to prevent discomfort. 

The implanter will decide on the 
microchip they use and therefore the 
database that this microchip is linked 
to. There are several different databases 
but all microchip scanners in the UK are 
able to detect the code that is unique to 
your cat, regardless of the type of ’chip. 
Expect to pay around E20-E30 for a 
microchip — and look out for charities or 
your own vet doing special offers. 

Around two weeks after implantation 



you will receive some documents 
from the database company with your 
registration, address and phone numbers. 
It is important that you check these are 
correct as this information will be used 
to contact you in the event that your cat 
is lost and scanned. Should you move 
house or change your telephone details it 
is then your responsibility to contact the 
database company and update 
your details. 

Microchips are ultimately used for 
identification should your cat stray or 
be taken, however they are also used 
for identification in the Pet Passport 
Scheme, can be useful in ownership 
disputes and more recently have become 
useful for other purposes such as 
microchip cat flaps and feeders. ■ 




BEHAVIOUR 

WILL TQM.GATS GET QN 



JON ANSWERS: 



of a new cat or kitten are the sociability 
of the resident cats, the likely sociability 
of the incoming cat/kitten and the quality 
of environment they will share. If your 
cats have managed to get along well so 
far, then the likelihood is that they have 
generally sociable personalities. The 
personality of the new kitten is less easy 
to judge, but if his parents were outgoing 
then he is likely to be the same. 

In order to be happy, cats need to have 
free access to food, toileting and bed 
resources and the freedom to be able to 
avoid each other. Kittens can be irritating 
for adult cats as they constantly want to 
play. So, make sure your adult cats have 
plenty of places to climb and hide away 
from your new arrival. If he is pestering 
them, move him away and distract him 
with a game. Make sure you increase 
the number of feeding locations for the 
cats and give them ad-lib access to food 
whenever they want it. ■ 



I have four cats — three neutered 
toms and a neutered female. Not 
wanting our female cat to feel 
left out, we chose a female kitten to 
accompany her — but the vet recently 
informed us that the new kitten is also a 
boy! Can a family of four toms get along? 



Male kittens do develop differently 
from females; as they grow older 
they engage in more vigorous 
play-fighting, for example. This can 
sometimes lead to problems when 
a male and female kitten are homed 
together — the female kitten can start to 
find the boisterousness of the male kitten 
intimidating. However, you don’t need 
to be overly concerned about having 
accidentally taken on a male kitten 
instead of a female. 

The factors that most strongly 
influence the outcome of the introduction 
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THE 



The word cancer strikes fear 
into the hearts of pet owners 
but, with the right treatment, 
there can be a happy ending, 
as vet Dr Bradley Viner explains 



WORD 



I always use the ‘C’ word 
carefully when I speak to 
pet owners, because it is 
one that is highly charged 
with emotion. Most people 
have some personal 
experience of a friend or 
family member that has 
suffered from the condition, 
and associate it automatically 
with long and distressing 
courses of treatment, often 
with an unhappy ending. 

It’s always a shock to 
discover that a much-loved 
pet is suffering from cancer, 
and quite often I will use 
another word to break the 
news more slowly, perhaps 
describing it as a tumour, or 
a growth, and introducing 
the concept of malignancy 
(another term for cancerous) 
at a later stage. Malignancy is 
relative anyway, and whereas 
some cancers have a very 
high likelihood of spreading 
internally or re-growing locally 
if removed, others carry 
a much better prognosis. 
However, there are occasions 
when I feel justified in using 
the term quite deliberately, 
when I feel that an owner is 
otherwise unable to grasp the 
significance of the disease. 

It’s important to understand 
that cancer is not a single 
disease, but a term used to 
describe a condition where 
cells multiply uncontrollably, 
rather than as part of the 
ongoing process of growth 
and for the replacement of 
cells as they age. Different 
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VET DR BRADLEY VINER, 

VetMed MSc(VetGP) DProf 
MRCVS is vice president of 
International Cat Care and 
junior-vice president of the 
Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons Governing Council. 
He owns one elderly cat. 



types of cancer will respond 
better to particular forms of 
treatment — complete surgical 
removal of a cancerous 
tumour is the ideal way to 
effect a complete cure, such 
as when a white cat gets a 
skin tumour on his ear tips 
due to repeated exposure 
to sunlight. Other forms of 
treatment commonly used in 
cats are chemotherapy using 
drugs that selectively kill off 
the cancerous cells, and 
radiotherapy although 
this obviously requires 
specialist treatment in a 
dedicated facility. 

SPOTTING 
THE SIGNS 

It’s not uncommon for us to 
treat feline cancers in our 
first opinion practice, and 
Cindy the eight-year-old 
brown Burmese presented 
as a typical case. The signs 
that she was showing when 
she was first brought to see 
me were worryingly typical. 
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HERE TO HELP 

If your cat has been 
diagnosed with cancer, the 
Animal Cancer Trust are 
here to help. By providing 
education and information 
to help owners and vet 
surgeons understand 
cancer treatments, and 
facilitating research into 
the disease, the charity 
is determined to win the 
fight against cancer in 
companion animals. 

To find out more or to 
find a specialist veterinary 
oncologist, visit www. 
animalcancertrust.co.uk 




with a loss of body condition 
despite a voracious appetite, 
caused by the rapidly growing 
cancerous cells ‘burning up’ 
a lot of the energy that she 
was absorbing from her diet. 

I gave her a thorough clinical 
examination but once I felt 
her abdomen the cause of her 
clinical signs became obvious. 

I could feel her abdominal 
organs very clearly, and within 
her intestines I could feel a 
knobbly lump about the size 
of a small satsuma. 

I was 90 per cent sure 
that this was alimentary 
lymphoma — a very common 
manifestation of cancer in 
cats, but one that has become 
less common since the feline 
leukaemia virus vaccine has 
been available, because it 
is known to trigger feline 
lymphoma, a cancer of the 
white blood cells. However, 
we still see the disease in cats 
that have been vaccinated 
^ against the virus and test 
^ negative for it on a blood 
test, as was shown to be 
the case with Cindy. 

I knew that I had to 
break the news to her 
anxious owners, a young 
couple who had noticed my 
frown of concern as 
I examined their cat. 

“I’m afraid to say that 
I can feel quite a nasty lump 
in her abdomen. I can’t be 
certain what it is, but there 
is a strong chance that it is 
caused by lymphoma, a form 



of leukaemia that causes the 
lymph glands to enlarge — in 
Cindy’s case the lymph glands 
adjacent to her intestines,” 

I explained. 

“There are three courses 
of action you could follow: 
the first is to do nothing, but 
I would not recommend that 
because without treatment 
she will rapidly deteriorate 
and will have to be put to 
sleep to prevent her from 
suffering. An intermediate 
course would be to refrain 
from taking the diagnosis any 
further and just treating her 
with corticosteroids. They 
would not prolong her life 
significantly, but often shrink 
this type of tumour down and 
greatly improve her quality 
of life. The third option would 
be to confirm the diagnosis 
by taking a biopsy and then 
starting her on a course of 
chemotherapy. The results of 
treatment with lymphoma can 
be very positive, with some 
cats living two years or more 
from the time of diagnosis and 
suffering very little in the way 
of side effects”. 

CHOOSING 

CHEMOTHERAPY 

It’s very difficult for owners to 
make a snap decision when a 
diagnosis and set of treatment 
options are sprung upon them 
unexpectedly. Many owners 
would just opt for palliative 
care with corticosteroids, 
but Cindy was a sweet little 



cat, and having seen many 
cats do extremely well with 
chemotherapy, I was keen to 
try and do my best for her. 

The term chemotherapy 
strikes fear into the heart of 
many an owner, but whereas 
with humans the aim is to 
use large doses of drugs to 
try and effect a permanent 
cure, when treating animals 
we are usually using a gentler 
approach to achieve a useful 
period of remission from 
disease without causing 
significant malaise. 

Giving corticosteroid 
treatment as a stop-gap before 
chemotherapy is not an option 
as it significantly reduces the 
chances of effective long- 
term treatment, so we booked 
Cindy in for investigations the 
following day. 



Patients that are going to 
do well with chemotherapy 
generally do so promptly, 
or not at all. I am pleased to 
say that, although the biopsy 
confirmed the diagnosis of 
lymphoma, Cindy was one 
of the patients that did very 
well with treatment, which 
consisted of a combination 
of three drugs, two given 
orally and one by intravenous 
injection every three weeks. 

She completed six months of 
treatment and is now currently 
off drugs — realistically she can 
be expected to live another 
one to two years from the time 
we started treatment, but we 
are keeping our fingers crossed 
and hoping she is one of the 10 
per cent of patients with this 
condition that are completely 
cured by the treatment. ■ 



“...WITHIN HER INTESTINES I COULD 
FEEL A KNOBBLY LUMP ABOUT THE 
SIZE OF A SMALL SATSUMA.” 
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HOLISTIC 
THERAPIES Part 2 



THE HEALING OF 




installment of her 
six-part series, holistic 
vet Holly Mash 
discusses how herbs 
could help your cat. 



OUR EXPERT 



HOLLY MASH BVSc 
MRCVS IVAS specialises in 
complementary medicine. She 
also runs online courses for 
owners. For more information 
visit www.hollymashvet.com or 
send her a question by email at 
catcare(o)yourcat.co.uk 



HERB 

In the second 



H erbalisnn has 
been integral 
to the medical 
traditions of 
cultures in China 
and India, as well as Western 
Europe, for thousands of 
years. One of the earliest 
records of animals 
being treated with 
herbs was in 
the Ayurvedic 
‘Nakul Samhita’, 
a treatise I 

written between 
4500 and 
1600 BCE. Since 
then, veterinary 
botanical medicine 
has grown and spread, and 
as recently as the 1960s 
herbal formulas were listed 
in veterinary textbooks and 
considered as orthodox 
medicine. Nowadays, more 
and more vets are turning to 
natural medicine and training 




in veterinary herbalism. From 
allergies to asthma, arthritis, 
eczema, gingivitis and 
constipation, herbs can be 
used to help ease a number of 
conditions in our feline friends. 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

With the majority of 
our modern drugs, 
including veterinary 
ones, derived from 
plants, nature’s 
healing properties 
are well known. 
Herbs provide us 
with a great variety 
of pharmacologically 
active ingredients, 
called phytochemicals. 

Herbs can be used 
effectively as medicines 
in their own right, or in 
conjunction with conventional 
drugs. It’s also true that 
herbs are foods, with their 
culinary qualities being just as 



important as their medicinal 
ones. Indeed, some cats have 
retained their natural instincts 
to self-medicate when they 
are feeling unwell and seek 
out couch grass to chew, 
which seems to help them 
regurgitate food that didn’t 
agree with them or to bring 
up a hairball. 

MOTHER NATURE’S 
MEDICINE CHEST 

The plant world provides 
the basis for most medicines 
we use today. For example, 
the active principle in the 
painkiller morphine comes 
from the poppy, that of the 
heart drug digitalis from the 
foxglove, and more recently 
an important cancer drug 
has been derived from the 
periwinkle. However, these 
pharmaceutical medicines will 
only contain a single active 
component, or extract of 



“SEEKING THE 
ADVICE OF A 
SPECIALIST VET IS 
ALWAYS ESSENTIAL 
WHEN USING ANY 
HERBAL MEDICINE 
FOR YOUR CAT.” 

the plant, whereas in herbal 
medicine the whole thing is 
used. This is because the rest 
of the herb provides important 
nutrients and phytochemicals 
that support the rest of the 
body. Therefore, using the 
whole leaf, root, flower or 
seed ensures that the variety 
of compounds that occur 
naturally in the plant are 
available for the body to 
use, giving it a holistic action 
without the side effects 
that refined pharmaceutical 
compounds can cause. 
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CASE STUDY 



1 Catnip (Nepeta cataria) 
is like a feline aphrodisiac. 
Scientists have studied cats’ 
unique behavioural reactions 
to catnip and have linked 
them to a special chemical 
stimulus that it triggers 
in their olfactory system, 
making them respond to 



its certain smell. These 
behaviours include chewing 
and sniffing as associated 
with feeding, rolling and 
rubbing as associated with 
female sexual behaviour, 
and a type of kicking and 
pouncing associated with 
predation and play. 



2 A visit to the vets is 
important for any cat 
bite abscess. However, in 
addition to this, you can 
help to speed healing with 
the use of the Cleavers herb, 
(Galium aparine), given as 
a tea on your cat’s food. 

This can help to drain the 
lymphatic system and clear 
infection after an abscess. 

3 Gingivitis is the early 
stage of gum disease 
where the gums become 
red, swollen and may bleed. 
If left untreated gingivitis 
can lead to periodontal 
disease and eventually 
loss of teeth. The following 
herbs/natural products can 
be rubbed directly onto the 
gums using your fingers, or 
a cotton bud: Manuka honey, 
propolis, sage oil, or bruised, 
fresh sage leaves. 



Lucy was an elderly 
cat in urgent need of a 
dental! Over the past few 
months before I saw her 
she had been suffering 
with pain while eating 
and had terrible halitosis 
with sore and bleeding 
gums. Her primary vet 
had recommended 
dental treatment and 
Lucy’s owners wanted 
to accompany this with 
a herbal formula to help 
her recovery and prevent 
recurrence. I prescribed 
a herbal formula for 
Lucy which included the 
herb echinacea (for its 
antimicrobial action). 
Marshmallow (for it’s 
soothing and healing 
action on the sore gums), 
and Baical skullcap (an 
anti-inflammatory for 
the gums). 

In order to support 
Lucy’s immune system 
and help with recovery 





CAN HERBS HELP 
MY CAT? 

Cats, out of all domestic 
animals, can be extra sensitive 
to herbs due to differences in 
their metabolic pathways that 
don’t allow them to detoxify 
certain plants in the same way 
that dogs and other animals 
do. This is related to them 
being true carnivores and their 
bodies not being well adapted 
to using plant material. 

Herbs can be given to your 
cat in a variety of different 
ways — but cats are usually 
tricky to medicate. They are 
very sensitive to the smell and 
taste of alcohol, and most 
herbal tinctures are alcohol 
based. This is the reason that 
glycerin-based tinctures will 
be the most palatable option, 
and hence the preferred 
way of adminstering herbal 
medicine for cats. Another, 
less problematic formulation 
may be to use herbal tablets 
or capsules. These contain 
either powdered dried herbs, 
or freeze-dried extracts. 




from the dental I advised 
that the owners choose 
an organic and natural 
diet (as opposed to the 
usual supermarket ones 
that she has always had). 
In addition, I asked them 
to supplement her diet 
with a multivitamin and 
antioxidant supplement 
as well as a two-week 
course of probiotics 
(to help rebalance 
her gut flora after the 
antibiotics). She was 
also given a coenzyme 
QIO and vitamin C 
supplement daily — to 
help activate the healing 
process in her mouth. 



NEXT MONTH: 

Holly looks at homeopathy. 
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available from specialist pet 
shops and herbalists. Products 
formulated especially for 
cats will have the dosage 
on the label; otherwise 
your veterinary herbalist 
will guide you. 



FIND A HERBALIST 

Seeking the advice of a 
specialist vet is always 
essential when using any 
herbal medicine 
for your cat. This is 
because any herb 
has the potential 
to be harmful, as 
well as healing, 
especially in 
cats where their 
metabolism 
makes them 
uniquely 
susceptible to 
toxicity. Herbs 
can cause side 



effects, such as vomiting or 
diarrhoea, or your cat may 
have an allergic reaction, and 
they can also interact with 
any conventional medications 
and other supplements your 
cat may be taking. Therefore 
it is essential that you seek 
veterinary guidance when 
using any herbs for your cat. 

The British Association 
of Veterinary Herbalists 
represents veterinary 
surgeons trained in herbal 
medicine. Find a vet at 
www.herbalvets.org.uk ■ 




Would you know what to do if your cat needed immediate veterinary 
attention out-of-hours? The RCVS has released new guidelines for 
owners and vets, as communications officer Luke Bishop explains. 



W hen the Royal College of 

Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS), 
the regulator of the veterinary 
professions, recently made 
changes to its guidance on emergency 
care, the aim was to clarify the rights and 
responsibilities of both animal owners 
and vet surgeons in regards to the 
provision of 24-hour cover. But how do 
these changes affect pet owners? And 
would you know what to do if your cat 
needed immediate veterinary attention 
out-of-hours? 

While most cat owners will, hopefully, 
rarely have to use emergency veterinary 
care, the fact that vet surgeons are 
obliged to take steps to provide it under 
their Code of Professional Conduct 
should provide reassurance that, in the 
event of injury or sudden deterioration in 
their animal’s health, owners are able to 
get their pet treated swiftly out of normal 
working hours. 

However, a survey the RCVS conducted 
in April 2014 with 1,000 pet owners 
revealed that just under half (46 per cent) 
of respondents did not know for certain 



how emergency out-of-hours care was 
provided by their practice and that, again, 
just under half (48 per cent) were not 
aware that their practice’s out-of-hour 
service may not be provided in-house. 

For this reason, when the RCVS 
Standards Committee, which is 
responsible for setting professional 
standards for vet surgeons, revised its 
emergency care guidance last March, 
it made sure to stress that vets and 
practices should be providing clients 
with full details of how they provide 
emergency cover. 

Laura McClintock, advisory manager 
at the RCVS, explains: “When our 
Standards Committee came to review 
the original guidance they decided that, 
partly in light of the survey results, we 
should make the obligation to provide 
information much clearer. 

“So, for example, we say that 
information about the emergency 
service should be provided to clients 
from the very outset of the professional 
relationship and that this should include 
relevant telephone numbers, location 



details, hours of operation and whether 
it is provided in-house or by a third 
party. We also recommended that this 
information should be included on client 
information leaflets, practice posters, 
websites and social media accounts, 
for example. 

“The aim is that no pet owner should 
feel confused and unsure as to how 
emergency care is provided at their 
practice and, where they don’t feel they 
have received enough information, we 
would encourage them to ask!’’ 

Other key revisions to the guidance 
include greater clarity of the 
circumstances under which a member of 
the profession may decline a home visit if 
they feel that it is unsafe or unnecessary, 
and better definitions of their professional 
and legal responsibilities in providing 
emergency care. 

In addition, and for the first time, the 
RCVS has also included information 
and guidance for animal owners to 
make it clear that, under animal welfare 
legislation, they too have a duty of care 
for their pets with regards to emergency 
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A VET’S VIEW 

Nick Myerscough is a senior veterinary 
surgeon at the Westway Veterinary 
Group in Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
who gave evidence to a hearing held 
by the RCVS in March 2014 about 
out-of-hours care. 

“Prior to the recent changes to the 
RCVS guidance, vets were being forced 
to undertake house visits outside 
normal hours, not on clinical grounds 
but purely to avoid being reported 
for misconduct to the RCVS. In small 
animal practice, there are a vanishingly 
small number of emergency cases that 
genuinely require a home visit and they 
are mainly when the owners are unable 
to move the patient, for example, 
elderly owners with a big collapsed 
dog. We were performing completely 
unnecessary visits, such as those to 
clients who couldn’t afford the taxi fare 
to the emergency centre or who were 
too drunk to drive! 

“The guidance is now more sensible 
regarding visits out-of-hours. The 
RCVS recognises the issues regarding 
visits such as the safety of the vet and 



the care of the patient and this is now 
reflected in its guidance. 

“I think pet owners must appreciate 
that ultimately vets want the best 
care for their patients and that owners 
themselves must take responsibility 
for their pets’ welfare too. The best 
care rarely involves a house visit. In my 
opinion, virtually every patient seen 
as an emergency needs treatment in 
a 24-hour emergency centre and a 
house visit often makes things worse 
as there is a greater delay in accessing 
appropriate treatment. Our 24-hour 
centre has around-the-clock nursing and 
all our surgical and medical equipment 
is available 24/7. 

“My advice to pet owners would be: 

• Make sure you are registered with a 
local vet, that they know you and your 
pet and that you are aware of their 
emergency cover arrangements. 

• The best care is available in a 
veterinary practice, not at home. 

• Please do not be offended if you are 
asked for payment at the time — this is 
completely reasonable. 

• House visits out-of-hours should 



not be requested simply for the 
convenience of the owner. 

• Visits out-of-hours in urban areas 
will often need to be accompanied on 
safety grounds and this can lead to an 
unavoidable delay. 

• Don’t sit and look at your pet if you 
think they might be ill — call your vet!” 





care. For example, the guidance reminds 
animal owners that they are responsible 
for making sure that their pet is protected 
from pain, suffering, injury and disease 
and that they should also, under most 
circumstances, be responsible for 
transporting their pet to a practice for 
emergency care. 

Laura adds: “We felt that the 
publication of the new guidance would 
provide a useful opportunity to remind 
animal owners that they do have ultimate 
responsibility for the welfare of their 



animal and that vet surgeons are there to 
help owners meet these responsibilities. 

“While it is not a legal requirement, 
the guidance also strongly encourages 
animal owners to register their pet 
with a vet practice because, should 
the worst happen, this will save the 
animal owner a lot of time and effort in 
seeking emergency vet care as they will 
already have a point of contact and the 
information to hand.” 

To view the new guidance in full visit 
www.rcvs.org.uk/247care ■ 



r r A OVER TO YOU 

Your Cat magazine: Are you 
aware of the emergency services 
offered by your vet clinic? 

Joanne Sperring: My vets have 
an emergency phone line and 
are on 24-hour call out. We had 
three emergencies with cats, 
non-opening hours, and the 
service was brill each time. 

They do charge extra, but two 
of my cats are alive today. 

Ruth Thompson: Our vets is a 
family-run practice; they have an 
out-of-hours line and if needed can 
be at the practice in a few minutes. 

Clare Scammell: I’d like to think 
I know the options! I’m aware of 
my vet’s emergency line and my 
pet insurance has a 24/7 advice 
line that can also help find other 
services for me. 

Terry Brady: We have a 24-hour 
vet in the area which our own vet 
suggests for emergencies and we 
have used them — expensive but 
always someone there which is 
good to know. 

V.Z J 
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Having been diagnosed with diabetes, Shaggy has had 
a tough year, as owner Jeanette Covington explains. 



adopted Shaggy and his 
brother Scooby fronn the 
Hereford branch of Cats 
Protection in May 2008 
when they were five years 
old. They were both so scared 
when I got thenn home — 
when I opened the carriers, 
they shot behind the washing 
machine. I tried luring them 
out with chicken — it worked 
for Shaggy, whereas Scooby 
stayed hidden for two days! 

After the initial fright of 
being transported to a new 
home, they both settled in 
really well. However, a couple 
of months after adopting 



them. Shaggy was hit by a car 
on the road and had to have 
his tail removed. He adapted 
well but because he wasn’t 
as mobile without his tail he 
gained a bit of weight. 

After several years, 

Scooby became ill with 
severe gastric problems. In 
February 2014 I mentioned 
to the vet that I was also 
worried about Shaggy who 
was drinking a lot of water 
but, very uncharacteristically, 
losing weight. I made an 
appointment for a check-up, 
but before I could get him 
there I found him collapsed 
one morning. I took him 
straight to the vet and it 
was then that diabetes was 
diagnosed. Sadly, Scooby died 
a month later. 

I started having to give 
Shaggy insulin injections 
twice a day which he coped 




with admirably. Since being 
diagnosed with diabetes. 
Shaggy has also suffered with 
seizures — he starts to lose 
consciousness and has what’s 
almost like an epileptic fit, so 
I have to get food or sugar 
into his system very quickly. 

He also has seizures where 
he staggers around, swaying 
from side to side. The vet has 
investigating these seizures, 
and in doing that we also 
found he was suffering from 
central blindness, related to 
the diabetes. The blindness 
has always been temporary, 
but I dread the day it becomes 
more permanent. As a cat who 
enjoys the outdoors I cannot 
imagine how he would cope 
with being permanently blind 
and housebound. 

For the first few months 
after diagnosis. Shaggy was 



Shaggy’s vet Rachel 
Allen says: “Shaggy 
is an amazing cat but 
has presented us with 
multiple challenges while 
managing his diabetes. 

He has had bouts of 
ketoacidosis during 
which the emergency 
energy supply, ketones, 
produced when his 
body is unable to utilise 
glucose due to his 
diabetes, build up and 
become toxic to him. If 
that was not enough, 
he has had several 
hypoglycaemic episodes, 
where his blood sugar 
levels have gone too 
low and resulted in him 
having seizures. These 
have meant that delicate 
management of his 
insulin has been crucial. 
Shaggy keeps us on our 
toes, but he continues to 
be a pleasure to treat — 

I can still get a purr out of 
him when he comes in for 
his regular check-ups.” 



on fairly high doses of insulin, 
but each time he has a seizure, 
we reduce it slightly. On top of 
all of this, he also developed 
stomach problems like his 
brother Scooby. However, 

I keep that under control by 
feeding him a sensitive diet. 

He’s an adorable and very 
affectionate moggy — my 
friends are amazed that he 
can lie there and enjoy having 
a tummy massage! On a day- 
to-day basis he’s absolutely 
fine; he sleeps most of the day 
and is out in the evening. Of 
course, being 12 years old, he’s 
not as active as he used to be 
but he still hunts occasionally 
which is very positive in terms 
of his overall well-being and 
quality of life. ■ 



TELL US YOUR STORY! 

Is your cat living with a health condition or disability? 
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Shaggy 
after losing 
his tail. 
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MANUFACTURERS OF CAT DWELLINGS AND ACCESSORIES 
DELIVERIES THROUGHOUT U.K. MAINLAND 



MICROCHIP CAT FLAP 

The SureFlap microchip cat flap identifies cats using their 
unique identification microchip, unlocking only for your 
pet and preventing strays and neighbourhood cats from 
entering your home. Easy setup, installation & operation: 
Learns your cat’s existing identification microchip 
The only multi-format microchip cat flap - works with all 
common microchip types. Simple 
one-button programming learns your 

a cat’s chip in seconds. Elegant two-part 

design enables quick installation in doors, 
windows and walls. 

Fits into the hole left by many existing 
-- cat flaps. 

’ Special offer only £65.99 



SNOOZZEEE CAT DONUT 51cm (20”) 

Super warm hollow fibre filled. 1 00% 
nylon non-slip base. Fully washable at 
40°C. Tumble dry on low heat. 1 00% 
polyester suedette outer. Available in 
black or purple 
Rrp £28.16 

On offer at only £14.99 



SUREFLAP MICROCHIP PET 
FEEDER 

The surefeed microchip pet feeder is a selective pet 
feeder that opens only when it identifies a cat with a 
registered microchip or RFID collar tag. This product 
is ideal for multi cat households to prevent overeating 
by individual pets or ensure that prescription food is 
consumed only by a designated pet. 

This feeder is supplied with one grey single bowl, 
one grey split bowl and one grey mat. Additional 
single bowls, split bowls and mats can be purchased 
separately. The feeder can store up to 
32 microchip numbers. Battery powered 
requires 4 x C cell batteries (not 
included). Dimensions: 230mm wide x 
310mm deep X 215mm high. 

Only £99.99 





PENELOPE CAT SCRATCHER 



A beautiful looking cat 
scratcher that offers your cat 
an area to relax in and plenty of 
sisal posts for scratching and 
clawing. 

Floor area: 59cm x 48cm 
Height: 107cm 

Posts: 3x1 2cm dia 

1 X 18cm dia 

Colour: Beige 

P1 29 99 

ON OFFER AT ONLY 
£99.99 



C6 KITI-KIT CAT RUN 

Constructed with 38mm x 38mm planed j 
timber clad with 1 3mm x 25mm x 1 9g 
galvanised wire. 

2820mm long x 1 830mm wide x 
1868mm high. 

Only £246.00. 

Carriage £45.00 

Other sizes of cat runs are available 
please contact us for further information ^ 

The above has been treated with red cedar wood preservative - 
This is an additional cost 




BUILD YOUR OWN 
CAT HOME OR RUN 

We have an enviable selection of 
panels that are all manufactured in 
our own factory. The benefit of these 
panels is that it is possible to design 
your own cattery, run, pen etc. If 
the panel you require is not shown 
please contact us, as the diverse 
number of panels we produce run 
into hundreds. All planed timber 
Panel 6’0 x 3’0 1 / 2 ” x 1 ”19G galvanised wire £18.45 each 
Door Panel 6’0 x 3’0 1 / 2 ” x 1 ” 19G galvanised wire £32.85 each 
Carriage £45.00 on any quantity. 

The above has been treated with red cedar wood preservative - 
This is an additional cost 




THE SEVERN SUITE CAT HOME 

Overall Size: 9’3” long x 4’0” wide x 
6 ’ 1 V 2 ” high 

House Size: 4’0” wide x 3’ deep x 3’0” high 
Framework: 38mm x 38mm planed timber.] 

House area: is clad with 1 2mm x 1 00mm 
tongued and grooved boarding. There are 
two access doors and a two way magnetic| 
pet door. The roof is covered with bitumen ' 
felt. A glass window is at the front of the 
house. Run area: The run is covered with I/ 2 ” x 1 ” x 1 9 gauge 
galvanised Twilweld. 

The above has been treated with red cedar wood preservative - 
This is an additional cost 

Only £379. Carriage £55.00 




YOU WILL BE AMAZED AT THE CAT HOMES, RUNS, PENS, BOOKS AND ACCESSORIES 
AVAILABLE AT VERY MODERATE PRICES IN OUR FREE ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOGUE PLEASE SEND £1 STAMP FOR YOUR COPY 



CARRIAGE TERMS ON ACCESSORIES UK MAINLAND ORDERS OVER £75.00 FREE 
DELIVERY, ORDERS UNDER £75.00 ADD £5.50 EXCLUDES SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS & 
LOWLANDS AND OFFSHORE ISLANDS, NORTHERN IRELAND, CHANNEL ISLANDS, 
ISLES OF SCILLY & ISLE OF MAN- PLEASE CONTACT US FOR A POSTAGE QUOTE 



MASTER CARD AND VISA WELCOME 
ALL CARD HOLDERS CAN PURCHASE BY MAIL OR TELEPHONE VfSA 
BY QUOTING CARD NUMBER - OPEN 9.00AM - 5.00PM 
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After eerie experiences with 
her own cat Tommy, Margaret 
C Jones questions whether cats 
really do have a sixth sense. 



“W 



hat’s the nnatter with 
Tonnnny?” nny nnother 
said, as our little black 
and white cat canne 
streaking through the 
house as if dennons were after him. He 
leapt onto a chair — then, tail aloft, fur 
bristling, grabbed on sideways to the sofa 
back like a squirrel clinging to a tree. “It’s 
as if he’s seen a ghost.’’ 

Tommy would not be the first cat to 
‘see a ghost’, as many a pet owner will 
affirm. Just ask around among people 
who have cats, and sooner or later 
someone will have a story to tell that, the 
owner believes, proves beyond doubt 
their own pet, at least, has ‘second sight’. 

When it comes to rational IQ, felines, 
compared with monkeys or even with 
dogs, are not that highly rated. Could it 
be, though, that they possess something 
else — a sensitivity, a sixth sense if you 
will — largely unknown to most of their 
owners. Is this their special gift — to 
know things of which mere mortals are 
largely unaware? 

Take the case of my own cat. Every 
day when I came home from work on a 
summer evening, when I was still several 
yards from the front door, Tommy would 
come galloping out of the shrubbery to 
greet me and rub himself against my legs, 
purring. Had he been hidden in the bushes, 
watching me as I crossed the lawn to the 
house? Or did he somehow sense 
I was coming up the drive — even when he 
was off somewhere in the bushes stalking 
the birds? If he was in our flat already — up 
two flights of stairs, on the attic floor of 
a Victorian house in rural Hertfordshire — 




Tommy would 
be found 
sitting in the 

hallway behind ^ . 

our front door, 
waiting for me. “He 
knows when you’re 
coming,” my mother 
would say. 

For a long time I thought 
it was just habit — Tommy’s 
body clock telling him the time \ 

every day when he could expect his 
evening meal. But then we went away on 
holiday leaving our flat, and our pet, to be 
looked after by friends. Tommy had, our 
friends told us when we got back, been 
sitting by the door for an hour before we 
came home. It seems he knew we were on 
our way. 

1 J jarolaalDl^ |oe SCejptical 

rvi^self alaout cla'irviS of 

feline secohJ si_^Kt , if it 

I ^ ~T~ II 

lAjeren t f ov \ orviPn^,,. 

Some will dismiss any such claims as 
superstition. It’s simply that cats have 
heightened physical senses, they will 
argue. When your cat lashes his tail and 
runs to hide from something you can’t 
see, this could be because, like all cats, he 
can sense the approach of a dog as much 
as 200 yards away — and he knows a dog 
is prowling outside somewhere. When a 
cat stares fixedly at a spot on your living 
room wall, he’s probably spotted a tiny 
insect crawling there, invisible to the 



human eye. Here, the sceptics would 
argue, is evidence of the cat’s remarkable 
powers of smell and sight — but hardly 
of extra-sensory perception. But how can 
a cat, as our Tommy did, know from 50 
miles away, when the owner is on her way 
home at a completely unexpected time? 
I’d probably be sceptical myself about 
claims of feline ‘second sight’, if it weren’t 
for Tommy. 

One evening I was sitting alone, with 
only Tommy for company, in our living 
room at the top of the old Victorian 
house. I was peacefully reading, while 
Tommy washed himself in front of the 
electric fire. The only sounds I could 
hear were the ticking of a clock, and the 
faraway rattling of a train down in the 
valley a mile away. The house had been 
built and once lived in by a well-to-do 
local family. The room where we sat had 
been the attic where the servants slept. 

The two floors under our flat were now 
converted into a day school. So at this 
time on a winter night the whole building 
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was empty, except for Tommy and 
myself. All the doors and windows 
were soundly locked, upstairs 
and down, including our own 
front door. 

I was sitting there peacefully, 
deep in my book, while Tommy 
slept curled up by the fire in 
front of me. Suddenly my cat 
jumped up and began edging 
away from the fire towards a 
far corner of the room. His 
back arched, his fur bristled. 
His eyes blazed green. He 
hissed and spat. 

I watched him retreat, step 
by step, still glaring fixedly 
at something invisible to me, 
but that seemed to be moving 
towards him. It gave me a lump 
of panic in my throat and raised 
prickles on the back of my neck. 
Then whatever it was had gone 
- because after backing away 
and away across the floor. Tommy 
suddenly seemed to relax. His back 
flattened, his eyes no longer blazed. 
After a while he strolled back to the fire, 
blinked almost sleepily, and sat down 
again, washing himself quietly. All this can 
have taken no more than half a minute at 
most — but even after Tommy had settled 
down again by the fire as if nothing had 
happened, I sat in that room with all the 
lights on, until my mother came home 
at midnight. 

I’ve never told anyone about that night, 
until now. But it seems our cat did once 
really see a ghost — or that’s the best 
way I can understand what happened 
with Tommy. Is it true then? Do cats have 
‘second sight’ or some sort of sixth sense? 
I think perhaps they do. ■ 
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Spot the difference 



ACROSS 

3. The black and white cat who 
seems to have a sixth sense (5) 

5. Give your home a freshen 
up with our buyer’s guide to 
products (8) 

6. The surname of our cat- 

loving columnist, Tom (3) 

7. The name of our gorgeous 
kitten of the month (5) 

8. The UK city where student 
vets are treating vulnerable pets 
in the community (10) 

9. A well-known UK animal 
charity (5) 

DOWN 

1. The surname of our resident 

cat-friendly garden expert, 
Graham (6) 

2. The name of the Persian in 
this month’s short story (7) 

4. The feline star of this month’s 
My Cat page (4) 

6. Dr Bradley Viner tackles 
which disease in this 
month’s health feature? (6) 



Write your answer on the 
competition coupon or enter 
online (see page 90) and the 
first to be drawn will win a 
Purr.. .feet! mug from Sophie 
Allport’s Cat collection, worth 
£9.50! Five runners-up will each 
win a set of Cat notelets, worth 
£6. Visit www.sophieallport.com 



Can you spot the five differences 
between these two pics? 

Find the answers on page 81. 







Simon wins an Ancol Lazy Monkey 
scratch post, worth over £30, while 
the others will receive an assortment 
of cat toys, including a Jittery Mouse, 
courtesy of Ancol Pet Products. For 
more information tel. 01922 402428 . 




(*UKonly) 
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See your cat here! 

Email a clear (not blurred) digital image 
that is of a useable size (around 300dpi 
and 1MB) to pawtraits@yourcat.co.uk 
Please include your full name and 
address, as well as your cat’s name. 



^ Q ^ ^ 
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Let the battle 
commence 

After an accident at home, Christele 
Rogers’ one-eyed cat Nellie survived 
against the odds. 



I t is incredible how, in the face of 
adversity, a cat’s instinct to survive 
can beat all odds. 

The chances of finding a new 
owner were already stacked against her: 
a black and white moggy, who had lost 
an eye through maltreatment. No wonder 
when we visited the RSPCA we found 
Nellie on so-called ‘death row’. 

A friendly assistant at the rescue centre 
guided us to the area housing cats looking 
for new owners. The block was divided 
into two sections: the right side containing 
pens with healthy young animals, the left 
for those with disabilities, or who were 
past their so-called prime. 

Our requirements were for a youngish 
female indoor cat, as we lived near a main 
road. Quite a few animals were shown, 
and the assistant even opened up pens 
so we could hold some cats and see their 
response, but unfortunately none seemed 
to meet our criteria. We were then asked 
if we would be willing to visit the section 
housing the not 



my cheeks. 

The worst part, however, was 
to turn the other cat down. We felt 
somewhat reassured by the fact that 
she had just arrived and would be kept for 
some time. 

Nellie, however, had been there the 
longest. Actually she was quite a famous 
cat, having been operated on by one 
of the well-known TV vets from the 
Harmondsworth hospital. 

All necessary paperwork was duly filled 
in, and here we were, ready to take our 
Nellie home to a new life. 

Although she only had one eye, we 
were assured she would be streetwise and 
having a quiet back garden would easily 
enable her to adapt to the outdoor life. 

Having spent the first year at our home 
uneventful, the most dreadful accident 
happened. We still remember that night; it 
was a balmy evening in August when 
I decided to give Nellie one more game on 
the lawn, prior to taking her indoors. 

I went inside 




so fortunate cats. 

The atmosphere 
seemed to be 
more subdued. 

Never had we seen 
so many animals 
with such horrific 
disabilities. 

Two cats in 
particular drew our 

attention; both female, both black and 
white: one had her front leg amputated; 
the other had lost an eye. We could not 
make up our minds and asked if it was ok 
to hold them both in turn. The amputee 
did not seem to take any interest in us, 
but as soon as the assistant opened up 
the other pen, it was love at first sight. 

The little one-eyed cat put her front 
paws on my shoulders and looked 
straight into my eyes, giving the most 
pitiful miaow. Tears were rolling down 



“THE LITTLE ONE-EYED CAT 
PUT HER FRONT PAWS ON 
MY SHOULDERS AND 
LOOKED STRAIGHT INTO 
MY EYES, GIVING THE MOST 
PITIFUL MIAOW. TEARS WERE 
ROLLING DOWN MY CHEEKS.” 



thinking she had 
followed me, but 
she had other 
plans. It was not 
until later we 
realised she had 
not come in. Calling 
her name and 
rattling her biscuit 
tin was to no avail. 
By now it was quite late, so my husband 
decided to check the nearby alley while 
I tried calling her again at the front door. 

All of a sudden I heard a noise across 
the fence on the lawn of our neighbours’ 
house. It was Nellie. Her face seemed to 
be smeared with black soot. Not thinking 
anything was amiss, I called her. She 
was reluctant to move, but somehow 
managed to jump over the low fence. 

She let out a horrendous miaow; the 
stench of ammonia was overwhelming. 



It finally dawned on me that she had 
been involved in an accident. From then 
on everything happened in a blur — we 
managed to get hold of the vet on duty. 
The news was not good — Nellie might 
not make it through the night. But she 
was a fighter. 

The next day we saw our own vet; 
after having done extensive tests, it was 
found Nellie had a broken pelvis, a bruised 
jawbone, caused by being dragged by a 
car, and paralysed tail. 

Worse news was yet to come — she 
could not urinate naturally. Tests had 
shown that the nerve to her bladder was 
damaged, even possibly severed. We 
were absolutely devastated. The decision 
was made to wait until the following 
Monday and if there was no improvement, 
euthanasia would be the only option left. 

I prayed all weekend, and when Monday 
arrived, begged my husband to take me 
to the vet first thing in the morning. Upon 
arrival, the nurse warned us that there had 
been no improvement. We were taken to 
Nellie; someone had put a small litter tray 
inside her pen. 

I opened up the door and began 
stroking her fur gently. Tears were 
streaming down my face as I begged 
her to go toilet, while running my fingers 
through the unused litter. All of a sudden 
she got up and sat on her tray actively 
producing lots of urine while howling 
away. The vet simply called it a miracle. 

The road to recovery was slow and 
painful, but eight years later, and a house 
move to the countryside, the now 16 -year- 
old Nellie is still giving us plenty of love 
and affection. ■ 
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Lily is such a furball of fun and 
always has stories to tell! She 
jumps up onto our shoulders and 
makes herself comfy. She loves 
attention, loves to cuddle with us in 
bed and loves the fact that she’s the 
baby of the family. Lily often suffers 
an identity crisis in that she thinks 
she’s a dog — she loves to play 
fetch with sticks outside 

V in the garden and also / 
fetches the post! 



They are such unique beings 
each with their own wonderful 
personalities. My favourite parts of 
a cat would be their cute little Jelly 
bean toes and their small noses — 

I love to Just rub their paws and 
their noses (even though they might 
not like it too much!). My babies 
always know how to make me feel 
k better after a tough a 

day at work! 



From the very first time we 
saw Lily we knew we wanted 
her to be a part of our family. 
Out of all her litter siblings 
Lily was the leader of the 
pack; always being naughty, 
always talking and never 
\ sitting still! / 



Oil 



Would you and your cat like to appear as our next My Cat stars? Simply send 
a clear, bright, high resolution photo (take it on your camera’s largest setting) of 
you with your cat to rachel(o)you rcat.co.uk and tell us all about them. 






Shared Misery 

When Autumn Brown adopted a glum-looking Persian, she^^ 
could never have imagined what would happen next, in this 
fictional short story by romantic novelist Christina Courtenay. 




H e had a face that looked like he’d 
run into a wall, and possibly the 
grunnpiest expression I’d ever seen. 
It so exactly matched my own 
recent mood, it made me smile. I had to 
have him. 

I bent to read the label attached to his 
pen: ‘Persian Blue, male, approx three 
years old. Found abandoned. No collar/ 
microchip. No claimants. Needs love, 
attention and grooming.’ 

I looked at the cat again and he stared 
back. Curiosity and intelligence, mixed 
with the disdain he clearly felt for the 
human race, was written all over his 
squashed face. With a soft, fluffy coat 
of bluey grey, tiny pointed ears and big 
honey-coloured eyes, he was perfect. 

The scary old lady who’d shown me 
to the cat section of the animal rescue 
centre had disappeared so I went back 
to the reception area. She wasn’t there. 
Instead, a guy about my own age 
— late twenties — tall, with broad 
shoulders and longish, dark 
hair, was riffling through 
a cupboard behind 
the desk. 

“Excuse me...?’’ 

I began, then forgot what 
I’d been about to say when 
he turned around. He had the 
most unusual turquoise blue eyes 
fringed with dark lashes, and as 
he raised his eyebrows at me 
I realised I was staring. I felt my 
cheeks catch fire. 

“Can I help?’’ A sheaf of papers 
in his hand slid to the floor with 
a whoosh but he ignored them, 
obviously too polite to pick them 
up while I needed his attention. 

“Yes, it was love at 
first sight,’’ I blurted out, 
my thought processes 
totally scrambled by his 
piercing gaze. 



He took a step back. “Steady on — 

I don’t even know your name!” 

It took me a moment to cotton on, but 
when he grinned I realised he was joking. 
A giggle escaped me for the first time 
in weeks. The idea of me declaring my 
love for this guy was just ludicrous. It was 
the last thing I’d ever do, especially after 
what happened when... 

I shook my head, both at the guy and 
myself, banishing those thoughts. I had 
to put it behind me. Move forward. “No, 

I meant the cat. The Persian Blue. Please 
tell me he’s not spoken for?” 

"/\ bublDle of Ka|3|3iness 

rose 'mside rvie. Who 
needeci a boyfriend? 
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“Oh, I see. The cat.” The guy nodded, 
but didn’t seem inclined to do anything 
other than stand there smiling at me. 

“Er, the old biddy said to come and see 
her if I found a cat I liked.” 

“The ‘old biddy’ being my aunt who 
runs this place?” 

My face heated up again. “I-I’m s-so 
sorry,” I stammered. “I had no idea... 

I didn’t mean — ” 

He burst out laughing, his eyes 
crinkling up at the corners in the most 
fascinating way. “It’s ok. She is an old 
harpy and scares the living daylights out 
of me too, but don’t tell her I said so. She 
pays my wages.” 

“Right. Ok.” Thank goodness he 
wasn’t angry. 

“She’s gone out on another rescue 
mission. Maybe I can help you instead?” 
He held out a hand for me to shake. 

“Sean Daniels.” 

I took the hand briefly. It was warm 
and dry but still made my fingers tingle. 
“Autumn Brown,” I murmured. His eyebrows 
flew up again and I added, “My parents had 
a rather misplaced sense of humour.” 

“No, I like it.” He sat down in front 
of an ancient computer and started 
typing something. “So, Autumn, you’re 
interested in adopting Groucho?” 

“Is that his name?” 

“Well, we don’t know as he wasn’t 
registered anywhere, but it suited 
him, don’t you agree?” Again a smile 
that put me at ease. He hadn’t made 
as much fuss about my name as most 
people did and I was grateful. 
“Absolutely.” I almost added, 
“That’s why I want him — we’re a 
match made in heaven,” but that 
was too much information. 

“We have to arrange a home 
visit to see if your house is suitable 
for a cat.” 

“Of course.” 

“How about right now? I’ve 
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finished here anyway.” Sean glanced at 
the leaflets on the floor. 

“More or less.” 

“Now?” I thought about the fact that 
my flat hadn’t been vacuumed for quite 
some time and there were probably 
dishes in the sink... But poor Groucho had 
been sitting in that pen waiting for a new 
owner for so long. “Sure, why not, but 
I wasn’t exactly expecting visitors today 
so it might not be very tidy.” 

Sean laughed again. “I don’t think 
Groucho will care and I promise not 
to comment.” 

It wasn’t long before he was standing 
in my living room, looking round and 
putting ticks on a printed form. I saw 
only the mess — magazines on the sofa, 
empty pizza boxes and unwashed mugs 
spread about, but Sean just said: “This is 
fine. May I see the rest please?” 

“There are two bedrooms, here’s mine.” 
At least there were no knickers or bras 
lying around — phew. 

I opened another door. “This is empty 
at the moment but I’m looking for a 
tenant. My... er, the person I was sharing 
with left recently.” In order to shack up 
with someone less boring, he’d said, less 
clingy. Was it clingy to say ‘I love you’? 
Apparently. But I was not going to think 

about that. ^ 

“So this room is free?” 

“Yes, but I’ll make sure my new 
tenant likes cats.” 

“Oh, I’m not worried about that. 

I was just wondering... Bella and 
I need to move, so would you mind 
me asking how much the rent is?” 




He a face tKat 
looked like Ke d ran into 
0 . wall, and j^ossikl^ tKe 
^ruPnl^iest eKfr-ession 
1 d ever seen.., 1 Kad to 
Kave Kirvi. 

He had a girlfriend. And he wanted 
the two of them to come and live here. 
The brightness suddenly seemed to 
vanish from the day and I swallowed 
a sigh. Stupid. He wouldn’t have been 
interested in me anyway. Why would he? 

I was boring. What I needed was a cat 
and a tenant, not a boyfriend. I named 
a sum that was larger than I’d originally 
intended — he would be paying for two 
people after all. 

“Perfect!” Sean said. “Will you have us 
then? Or is there anyone else?” 

I hadn’t exactly been inundated with 
requests for viewings. “Uhm, no. I’ll need 
references and stuff, of course, but... yes. 
Move in any time you like.” 

I didn’t know this guy from Adam, but 
somehow I knew he wasn’t a threat to 
me in any way. He worked at an animal 
rescue centre, for heaven’s sake. He must 
be a big softie. 

“Great — I’ll drop some papers over 
later and we’ll move in at the weekend if 
you’re happy.” 



We shook on it and he left, stopping 
only to add, “Groucho is yours. Come and 
pick him up tomorrow.” He handed me a 
sheet of paper. “Here’s what you’ll need 
to buy for him.” 

Food, bowls, scratch post, bed, 
toys... I scanned the list and a bubble of 
happiness rose inside me. Who needed a 
boyfriend? I was getting Groucho. 

By the weekend he had settled in and 
we’d bonded. He only miaowed a little bit 
when the door bell went. I opened it to 
find Sean outside with a suitcase, three 
boxes and a cat carrier. I glanced around 
the hallway. “Hi. Er, Bella coming later 
then, is she?” 

He looked puzzled for a moment, then 
a grin spread over his face, lighting up 
those amazing eyes. A chuckle, then a 
splutter, and finally full-blown laughter. 

“What’s so funny?” Had I rented out 
my spare room to a lunatic? Perhaps this 
wasn’t such a good idea after all. 

He finally calmed down and pointed 
at the cat carrier. “No, but Bella’s in here. 
She’s a white Persian and I was kind of 
hoping she’d get on with Groucho. That 
way, you and I can get to know each other 
in peace.” 

The smile he gave me made my knees 
almost buckle. “Oh.” The full implication 
of what he’d just said hit me. “I’d like that. 
I’d like that very much. Come on in and 
welcome, both of you.” Perhaps it wasn’t 
shared misery I needed 
after all. ■ 



Award-winning novelist Christina Courtenay lives in Hereford 
and is married with two children. Her eighth novel, The 
Soft Whisper of Dreams’, is the sequel to her time-slip The Secret 
Kiss of Darkness’. To find out more about Christina visit 
www.christinacourtenay.com *We have five copies of ‘The Soft 
Whisper of Dreams', published by Choc Lit and priced at £7.99 
(paperback), up for grabs — turn to page 90! 
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CLEANING 

PRODUCTS 

Tackle pet-related stains and odours with our 
round-up of cat-friendly cleaning products. 







Tested: Litter 
tray cleaners 

Igloo Pets Crystal Clean is a 
pro-biotic spray that helps to 
prevent bacterial infections. It 
contains ‘friendly bacteria’ 
to ensure carriers and litter 
trays are crysyal clean. It’s 
£3.99 from www.igloopets. 
com or tel. 0239 247 4676. 

Chloe says: “This spray 
made cleaning the Utter 
tray a breeze, it has a lovely 
fresh scent and is good 
value for money too.” 

Star rating: ★★★★ 



Johnson’s Clean ‘n’ Safe ^ 

Litter Tray spray disinfects 
and deodorises without ^ 

using harsh chemicals. It 
can also be used on feeding 
bowls, pet bedding, floors and 
carpets. It costs £3.59 from 
pet shops and supermarkets. 
Visit www.johnsons-vet.com 
or tel. 0121 378 1684. 

CNoe says: “This great- 
value spray did the ‘Utter tray 
job‘ perfectly. It has a fresh 
scent which lsn‘t too strong.” 
Star rating: ★★★★ 



r 
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Simple Solution Litter Odour Eliminator 
contains a pro-bacteria and _ 

enzyme formula to ‘digest’ and 
eliminate odours. It costs £4.99 
— visit www.simplesolution. ^ 
uk.com to find stockists. L 

Chloe says: “Some cleaning 
products have quite an 
overwhelming scent, but 
this spray really smells quite 
nice. It also cleaned my 
cats' litter trays quickly 
and brilliantly.” * 

Star rating: ★★★★★ 
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Beaphar Spray Away 
Plus uses the latest 
friendly-microbe 
technology to ‘digest’ 
organic debris and 
stains, to ensure soft 
furnishings and carpets are 
stain-free. It’s ideal for 
removing urine, faeces, 
vomit and blood stains 
and costs £5.15 from 
all good pet shops and 
garden centres. Visit 
www.beaphar.co.uk 



Igloo Pets Ice Fresh 
deodoriser acts fast to 
neutralise odours without 
harsh chemicals. It can 
be used on carpets, 
fabrics, urine stains and 
animal bedding, as well 
as general household 
spills. Buy it for £3.99 
from www.igloopets.com 
or tel. 0239 247 4676. 

Hannah says: “This 
spray smells fantastic and 
works well at neutralising 
pongy pet odours!" 

Star rating: ★★★★★ 



If your cat ever toilets where 
he shouldn’t, CSI Urine® will 
remove stains and odours 
that might encourage your 
cat to toilet there again. With 
a unique blend of natural enzy' 
zmes, surfactants and plant 
extracts, it works at a molecular 
level to digest the organic 
material. It is biodegradable 
and safe to use around 
animals. It costs £9.99 for a 
500ml bottle. Visit 
www.litterkwitter.com 



Simple Solution 
Cat Stain and 
Odour Remover 
is an all-natural 
cleaning product. 

It contains enzymes 
that naturally break 
down pet waste, 
removing the stain as 
well as the residual odour. 

It costs around £4.49 
for a 500ml bottle — visit 
www.simplesolution.uk.com 
or tel. 01733 404390 to 
find stockists. 










Mrs White’s Cat’s Pyjamas Luxury Fabric Wash 
for Beds and Blankets is an all-natural detergent 
that is designed to attract pet hair during a 
machine wash. It is completely biodegradable 
and contains catnip, lavender, citronella and 
aloe vera. If you’re after a quick and easy fabric 
freshening product then Mrs White’s Cat’s 
Cradle Luxury Fabric Freshening Spray is also 
completely natural and contains catnip and 
lavender, making it ideal for beds that aren’t 
machine-washable. They cost £15 each from 
www.roullierwhite.com or tel. 0208 693 5150. 
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For general carpet 
cleaning, Sinnple 
Solution Extreme 
Carpet Shampoo 
cleanses carpets 
completely, eliminating 
stains and odours 
using a concentrated, 
low-foaming formula. 

It can be used with 
all cleaning machines, 
and costs £14.99 for a 
IL bottle. Visit www. 
simplesolution.uk.com 
for stockist information. 




Johnson’s Clean ‘n’ 
Safe Stain and Odour 
Remover works to 
remove stains caused 
by pet ‘accidents’ such 
as urine, faeces, vomit 
and blood. It also 
helps to deter pets 
from resoiling the 
same area again by 
controlling odours. 

It costs £4.75. Visit 
www.johnsons-vet. 
com or tel. 

0121 378 1684. 



Available in 12 fragrances, 
Zoflora’s pet-friendly 3-in-l 
concentrated disinfectants 
are said to kill 99.9 per 
cent of bacteria and 
viruses, while eliminating 
odours and leaving 
surfaces smelling fresh. 
Simply dilute according to 
the on-pack instructions. 
Prices start at £1.33 and 
the range is available from 
all good supermarkets. 
Visit www.zoflora.co.uk or 
tel. 01484 848200. 








V 



For a modern, biological 
approach to odour removal. 
Natural & Clean’s Pet Spot & 
Odour Remover is a powerful 
cleanser that breaks down 
spots, spills and odours, to 
reveal long-lasting results. 
Buy a 300ml bottle for £3.43 
from www.naturalandclean. 
com or tel. 0800 072 5447. 

Chloe says: “There are a 
few tough pet-related stains 
on our cream carpet, and this 
stain remover has definitely 
helped. The stains haven’t 
completely disappeared, but 
with a few more sprays Tm 
sure they will, it has a fresh 
fragrance too.” 

Star rating: ★★★★ 



Natural & Clean Carpet & 
Fabric Deodoriser aims to 
leave homes smelling clean 
and fresh. It uses a unique 
environmentally-responsible 
formulation and is suitable 
for soft furnishings, curtains, 
carpets, clothing and car 
interiors. Buy a 300ml 
bottle for £3.43 from www. 
naturalandclean.com or tel. 
0800 072 5447. 




Poisoning in cats 

Some disinfectants are toxic to cats 
(including those containing phenols, 
which turn milky in water) so always 
read the labels and leave areas to dry 
fully before allowing your cat back 
into the room. Laundry capsules. 




Natural & Clean Spot 
Remover Wipes are a 
fuss-free way to get 
rid of stubborn spots 
and spills. Suitable 
for most carpet 
and fabric surfaces 
(not leather), they 
work deep down 
to leave fabrics 



clean and smelling fresh. Buy a 
25-wipe pack for £3.43 from www. 
naturalandclean.com or tel. 




0800 072 5447. 

Hannah says: “These wipes get rid of 
any spots or spills quickly and easily, 
without any mess or fuss. The areas dry 
quickly and it works well on carpets, 
i would definitely recommend.” 

Star rating: ★★★★★ 




No More Odours spray 
eliminates odours on 
upholstery, clothing, 
wood, leather and 
all surfaces, and if 
tackled quickly, 
will help prevent 
staining too. It costs 
£8.95 for a 500ml 
spray. Visit www. 
furnitureclinic. 
co.uk for more 
information. 



bleach, spray deodorisers, polishes 
and washing powders can also cause 
burns or poisoning if ingested. If you’re 
unsure whether a product is cat- 
friendly, call the manufacturer’s helpline 
for further advice. If you’re worried 
that your cat may have ingested a toxic 
substance, call your vet immediately. 



Positive Petcare is a range of water- 
based pet-friendly antibacterial products, 
including Bedding & Laundry Protector 
(£8.99), Cleaner and Sanitiser Spray 
(£4.99) and Litter Tray Deodoriser Spray 
(£4.99). The products aim to provide 
long-lasting antibacterial cleaning power 
while being gentle for your pet. 

Buy from www.positivepetcare.co.uk or 



tel. 0800 9878 690. 

J 




Household brand Mr Muscle® has a 
range of cleaning products designed 
specifically for homes with pets. Created 
to completely eradicate urine stains 
and odours, the range includes Super 
Oxy™ and Pro Strength Stain and Odour 
Remover, Super Oxy Time-Release Odour 
Eliminator, Super Oxy Urine Destroyer 
and Super Oxy Pick Up Pads. The sprays 
start at £7.99 and the Pick Up Pads cost 
£5.49. Visit www.companyofanimals. 
co.uk/brands/mr-muscle-pets to find 
your nearest stockist. 
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Online pet store Zooplus recently 
launched its own brand of pet food 
and accessories. The Zoolove range 
includes a variety of food, toys, 
accessories, beds, treats and scratch 
posts, with 10 per cent of the sale 
price of each product being donated 
to animal charities. Prices start at 
£1.99 from www.zooplus.co.uk/shop/ 
zoolove or tel. 01234 430366. 



If you’re looking for a completely biodegradable and 
disposable litter tray, then Poopy Cat has the answer. This 
innovative litter solution is foldable for easy disposal, and 
uses recycled materials to create the ultimate eco-friendly 
toilet for your cat. Available as a subscription service, each 
Poopy Cat package contains four complete litter boxes (each 
will last one week). The service costs £19.95 every four weeks, 
or a one-off purchase of £24.95 from www.poopycat.com 
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Paragon PE’s new flea and tick powder is a 100 per 
cent natural and pesticide-free mineral product made 
from a type of hard-shelled algae, which is said to kill 
parasites naturally. It can be used directly on 
your cat’s fur and bedding and costs £6.98. 

Paragon PE has also launched a cat 
coat deodoriser and conditioner. The 
mousse formulations can be easily 
stroked onto your cat and are PH 
balanced so won’t irritate your cat’s 
skin. Prices start at around £4.99. 

All of the products mentioned are 
available from B&M stores — visit 
WWW. b msto res .CO. u k 
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Hill’s Science Plan Perfect 
Weight has been formulated 
for overweight cats. Using a 
blend of natural ingredients, 
such as flaxseed and 
coconut oil. Perfect Weight 
encourages the body to 
burn calories, and contains 
prebiotic vegetable fibres 
to ensure it’s gentle on the 
digestive system. It contains 
no artificial colours, preservatives or flavours, and is 
available in both wet and dry formulas. The dry food costs 
£26.99 for 3kg or £54.99 for 8kg, while the wet food costs 
£21.36 for a pack of 24 82g tins. Visit www.hillspet.co.uk 



I nject some kitty kitsch into your home with these 
new retro suitcases. The set of three pastel blue 
stackable suitcases are ideal for storing stationery, 
jewellery or even your cat’s toys! Buy the set for £19.95 
from www.sassandbelle.co.uk or tel. 0207 346 0117. 














We love the new Baby Bea kitten range 
of products from Pets at Home. From beds 
to scratch posts, toys and litter trays, prices 
start at £2, available from www.petsathome. 
com or tel. 0800 328 4204. 



Ideal for the modern moggy, the All for Paws Modern 
Cat toy collection is packed with stylish and chic toys. 
Available in multiple designs and colours, such as 
traditional mouse toys and textured flashing balls, many 
of the toys come infused with catnip to further encourage 
play. There are also laser mouse toys and cardboard 
scratchers available within the range. Prices start at £2.49 
— visit www.allforpawspet.com to find stockists. 

*lVe have two AH for Paws Modern Cat prize bundles up 
for grabs — turn to page 90! 
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How sweet is this new Kitty 
Cat Den? Featuring stitched- 
on ears and embroidered feline 
facial features on the back, this 
cosy hideaway is made from 
soft mock sheepskin plush, 
with a removable cushion. 

It’s machine washable at 30 
degrees and costs £14.90 
from www.zooplus.co.uk 
or tel. 01234 430366. 



We love this new Cattitude 
watch from Swatch. With 
a kitten face on the dial 
and a rubber strap with 
cat features printed all 
over, it costs £38 from 
www.watchshop.com 



Canidae’s new grain-free cat 
food formulas are available in 
two varieties: Pure Elements with 
freshly prepared chicken and Pure 
Sea with freshly prepared salmon. 
Both formulas contain omegas 3 
and 6 for skin and coat, and are 
completely grain and gluten- 
free, without corn, wheat, soy, 
antibiotics, hormones or fillers. 
Canidae Pure Elements costs 
£12.49 for 1.8kg or £21.99 for 
3.6kg, while Pure Sea costs £13.99 
for 1.8kg or £24.99 for 3.6kg. To 
find stockists tel. 01159 823900 
or visit www.canidaeuk.com 




Jessica Wilde’s new 
cat prints would 
make the perfect 
gift for any cat lover. 
The black and white 
‘Cats are taking 
over’ fine art print 
costs £16.50 (A4, 
unframed), while 
this cute ‘Cheshire 
cat’ pocket mirror 
costs £4.95. Both 
are available from 
www.notonthe 
highstreet.com or 
tel. 0345 259 1359. 
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Cat spatula, 

£12 from www. 
clareloves.co.uk or 
tel. 01494 874101. 



Cats and dogs single 
bed set, £18 from 

www.next.co.uk or 
tel. 0333 777 8000. 



Wooden map 
cat, £25 from 

www.bombus. 
co.uk or tel. 
01227 751615. 



Cat butt magnets, 
£11.95 for a pack 
of six from www. 
prezzybox.com or 
tel. 0844 249 5007. 






Personalised pet bed 
hogger pillowcases, £36 by 
Twisted Twee Homewares 

at www.notonthehighstreet. 
com or tel. 0345 259 1359. 






Ginger cat ‘Knit Your Own Pet’ kit, 
£30 from www.muirandosborne. 
co.uk or tel. 01273 736106. 



Roberts Revival Kitty DAB 
radio, £200 from www. 
robertsradio.co.uk or tel. 
01709 571722. * We have 
one radio up for grabs — 
turn to page 90! 



Kitten and feathers print 
cushion, £19.50 from www. 
marksandspencer.com or 
tel. 0333 014 8000. 



Personalised pet portrait, 
from £45 (+p&p) at www. 
wetnosewatercolours. 
co.uk or email caroline(5) 
wetnosewatercolours.co.uk 





! PURRSONAL 1 

: WITH HOMEWARE 

I designer SOPHIE ALLPORT | 



Q How do cats inspire your designs? I 

A I grew up with cats. My first was a I 

beautiful, friendly black cat that * 

I named Marmite. She was definitely the 
inspiration behind our Cat collection! 

I suppose cats have always been a 
part of my life so it seemed a natural 
collection to design. They are so full 
of character and charm and have that 
playful side to them, which I love. I want 
my designs to make people smile and 
I think cats do that! 

Q Do you own any cats? 

A I don’t have any cats at the moment 
but used to have two. We rescued Max 
and ON from a rescue centre when we 
lived in London and they then moved to 
the countryside with us. 




Q Will you be doing any more 
cat-inspired collections in the future? 

A I’m sure we will extend our Cat 
collection into other product areas as 
it’s proved a really popular range. Our 
new Cat bowl (below right) features a 
Siamese, black and white, tabby and 
black cat! 



Q Which is your favourite Cat 
collection product? 

A I love our new oilcloth 
Mini Stamford Bag 
. M ^ (left)! It’s the 

perfect size for 
all your essentials 
and is practical 
but also stylish! 



Mini Stamford bag, 
£28 from www. 
sophieallport.com 




Cat shape ballpoint 
pen, £3.99 from Red , 
Berry Apple at www. 
notonthehighstreet.com 
or tel. 0345 259 1359. 



Geek Kitty ziplock 
glitter notebook, 
£7.50 from www. 






Cool cats mini memo 
pads, £1.95 from www. 
dotcomgiftshop.com 
or tel. 0208 746 2473. 



Geek Kitty highlighters, 
£3.50 from www. 
paperchase.co.uk 





Geek Kitty cat-shaped 
erasers, £2.50 from www. 
paperchase.co.uk 



FOli m tftT 



Purrfect cat bowls, 
£10 each from www. 
sophieallport.com 



Personalised ceramic cat 
bowl, £23.50 from Gilbert 
and Stone Ceramics at 

www.notonthehighstreet. 
com or tel. 0345 259 



1359 



Duchess the Siamese cat 
notebook, £5.75 from 

www.madaboutcats.com 
or tel. 01942 717667. 
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O Tiger dress, £28 from 

www.bratandsuzie.com 

0 Cats rule sweater, 

£32 from www. 
bratandsuzie.com 

©The Little Purrmaid 
T-shirt, £7.99 from 

www.newlook.com or 
tel. 0344 499 6690. 

O 3D ear tiger socks, £3.50 
from www.topshop.com 
or tel. 0344 984 0264. 

© Cats Rock T-shirt, £7.99 
from www.newlook.com 
or tel. 0344 499 6690. 

© Black patent tiger 
front loafers, £28 from 

www.riverisland.com 
or tel. 0344 576 6444. 

0 Little Kittens plastic 
stud earrings, £8 by 
Lottie & Gil at www. 
notonthehighstreet.com 
or tel. 0345 259 1359. 

© Kitty clip frame coin 
purse, £3.99 from www. 
newlook.com or tel. 

0344 499 6690. 

© Classic animal print 
crew, £38 from www. 
warehouse.co.uk 

® Cat sat on the moon 
brooch, £20 by Zamsoe at 

www.notonthehighstreet. 
com or tel. 0345 259 1359. 




► ‘You’ve cat to be 
kitten me’ green top 
(0-3 years), £10 
from www.river 
island.com or tel. 
0344 576 6444. 
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◄ Purrrada slogan 
T-shirt (3-16 years), 
£7-£10 from www. 
next.co.uk or tel. 

0333 111 8000. 

► Cat photographic 
leggings (1-7 years), 
£7-£8 from www. 
marksandspencer.com 
or tel. 0333 014 8000. 



► Raining cats and 
dogs rain mac, £35 from 

www.bratandsuzie.com 



A Navy cat umbrella, £29.95 by Adore 
Home at www.notonthehighstreet. 
com or tel. 0345 259 1359. 



► Hello Kitty umbrella (younger 
girls), £12 from www.marksand 
spencer.com or tel. 0333 014 8000. 
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Harvest Lodge, Aurillac Way, 

Retford, DN22 7PX 

Tel: 07767163793 / 01777701803 



SPECIAL 
OFFERS AVAILABLE 



www.polecatdesigns.co.uk ' 

01438 861552 



www.shedcetraltd.co.uk 



SEEN AT THE SUPREME 
CAT SHOW AGAIN * 




f ipronil spot-on 

solution for cats 



* vet strength flea control available from local pet shop 

* same active ingredient as the market leader 

* for cats & kittens over 8 wks of age 




and food 



^0 




I 

www.mrpets.co.uk 
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Just like an express train, there’s no stopping this lively breed once 
they get going! An Oriental will certainly make an impact on your life.... 
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PURRFECT PEDIGREE 



Breed tn brief 



Breed Code 

SWi: 



Ka\ 




/\vera2e l\fesj>ah 

Te^y^|^e¥'a^y^eht 

intelligent, friendly, 
lively and playful 

Price of kittens 

£500 



Colours 

over 300 
connbinations 

/\va\lal3ilit^ 

relatively easy 



S ometimes referred 
to as ‘the Siamese 
in fancy clothes’, 
Orientals share many 
qualities with their 
Siamese cousins, including an 
athletic body type, colours, 
large ears — and a very 
naughty streak! 

Carol Ward, chairman of 
the Oriental Cat Association, 
says: “Oriental cats make 
excellent pets. They are lively, 
extroverted, talkative and 
attention seeking.” 

As with many foreign 
breeds. Orientals are very 
curious and will investigate 
anything they think could 
prove fruitful — from 
handbags to cupboards and 
shelves, and their expert 
climbing skills mean even tops 
of wardrobes are not safe. 

Carol describes them as 
being like “naughty children 
— into everything and always 
on the go” and you also 
need to be wary as any small 
objects not bolted down 




may mysteriously disappear 
from time to time... “Many 
times the odd £5 note left 
out for the window cleaner 
or the milkman mysteriously 
disappears, to be found weeks 
later ‘posted’ under a little- 
used spare bedroom door!” 
Carol laughs. 

Like the Siamese, Orientals 
will also make sure their voices 
are heard when they have 
something to say, and will 
have a nice long chat with 
you about your day when you 
come home — and you can be 
sure they will tell you all about 
theirs as well! 

“They answer back when 
spoken to, wake you up in the 
small hours of the morning 
when they feel peckish and 
can be trained to do tricks, 
such as retrieve objects 
thrown or rolled away from 
them,” adds Carol. “If you 
are tolerant of these foibles 
and want a cat to constantly 
amuse you, then the Oriental 
breed cannot be beaten.” 



They've got the look 



Orientals come in both longhaired and shorthaired varieties, 
with the longhaired beauties having silky, flowing coats, 
while shorthairs have short, close-lying fur. 

There are an incredible 300 colour and pattern 
combinations to choose from, as Carol explains: “The coats 
of the Oriental now come in solid colours ranging from black 
to blue, lilac, caramel, cinnamon and fawn. The red series has 
bright red coats, with diluted versions in paler cream and 
apricot, and of course the tortoiseshells.” 

These colours also come in tabby and silver versions, 
while the chocolate and white Orientals now have their own 
names — the former is known as the Havana and the latter a 
Foreign White. 

Orientals have graceful, athletic bodies with long legs, 
flowing tapering tails and neat little spoon feet. They have 
the same triangular-shaped head as the Siamese with large 
ears set at the ‘10-to-two’ position and bright green, 
slanted oval eyes. 
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“IN GENERAL. ORIENTALS ARE SAID TO BE A 
HARDY BREED THAT DOES NOT SUFFER ANY 
MAJOR INHERITED HEALTH ISSUES, AND CAN 
LIVE WELL PAST THE AGE OF 12.” 



A Foreign 
White, blue 
self and black 
bicolour. 






The Oriental Cat has been 
around for as long as its 
Siamese cousins when 
three ‘Black Siamese’ 
were registered in the 
19th century. 

In the early 1950s a 
group of breeders got 
together to produce a 
chocolate version by 
mating a Russian Blue 
to a Seal Point Siamese. 
The first Havanas (a 
chocolate Oriental) coming 
from this mating were 
closely followed by lilacs. 
During the development 
years of these colours a 
few breeders were also 
working on producing 
Siamese-type tabbies and 
the first show entries of 
these cats were recorded 
in 1964. 



Health h welfare 

In general, Orientals are said 
to be a hardy breed that does 
not suffer any major inherited 
health issues, and can live well 
past the age of 12. 

‘They do not need special 
diets and enjoy the full range 
of proprietary cat foods found 
in supermarkets and pet 
shops,” Carol says. “However, 
like all cats they do not 
tolerate cow’s milk — simply 
have a bowl of fresh, clean 
water always available.” 

Longhaired Orientals need a 
little more grooming than the 
shorthaired variety — which 
only need a quick weekly 
brushing — but as they do not 
have a dense undercoat this 
will not be too difficult. 





A chocolate 
silver tabby. 



Kitten time 

Healthy Oriental kittens 
should be big and strong 
with well filled out bodies 
(but not pot-bellied) with 
shining coats and clear 
eyes. Kittens should be 
inquisitive and will willingly 
come to you. When you 
visit the breeder, ask to 
see the mother and, if the 
breeder owns the stud cat, 
ask to see the father too. 

“Kittens are not sold by 
reputable breeders under 
the age of 13 weeks,” Carol 
advises. “They must be 
fully vaccinated and the 
buyer should be shown a 
full vaccination certificate, 
showing the first and 
second doses of vaccines 
for cat ’flu and enteritis 
as a minimum. It’s best 
to ask your own vet what 
should be included on 
the vaccination certificate 
before you purchase.” 

Responsible breeders 
will also ask you lots of 
questions about your 
home and lifestyle to make 
sure you are a suitable 
candidate for their kittens. 
Expect to pay upwards of 
£400 to £500 for a pet 
quality Oriental kitten, and 
make sure you buy from 
a reputable. Governing 
Council of the Cat Fancy 
(GCCF) registered 
breeder. Find more 
advice online at www. 
orientalcatassociation.org 
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Black spotted tabby 
shorthair Marmite. 



Longhaired apricot 
boy Mango. 




Living with an Oriental 




Clare Whitby has a welcoming committee when she walks through the 
door in the form of her two Orientals — Mango and Marmite. 



“I’ve had Siannese and Balinese 
before and then my friend 
who breeds Orientals showed 
me a photo of longhaired 
apricot Mango as a kitten. It 
was love at first sight — he’s 
adorable!’’ says Clare from 
Brentwood, Essex. “He was 
all legs and big ears, and was 
confident, nosy and very 
demanding of company! Not 
much has changed in fact! 

“I got black spotted Marmite 
from the same breeder and he 
was even leggier with bigger 
ears. We called him Marmite 
because his ears were so big 
you either loved his look or 
hated it! He’s got the gremlin 
look that some people don’t 
go for, but he’s remarkable to 
look at. 

“Both the boys are 
extremely talkative; they will 
greet me at the front door and 
ask me all about my day, and 
then will proceed to tell me 
about theirs! They’ve got lots 
of vocalisations and want to 
be picked up — Marmite likes 
sitting on my shoulders. In fact 
if I don’t pick him up when he 
asks, he’ll climb up my legs! 



“There’s always a lot of play 
with these two and they like 
to chase each other around 
the house. When we had the 
Christmas tree up. Mango 
was swinging across the top 
of it! They both want human 
company all the time, in fact 
when I put a plate of food 
down for them, they will 
ignore the food and follow 
me out of the kitchen in case 
I am doing something more 
interesting. They are more into 
people than their food! 

“They both have their 
favourite toys — Mango has 
a jelly toy he will chase around 
the house and Marmite has 
a huge green spider toy he 
throws around. Orientals are 
very much like dogs; they like 
to play fetch and love plenty 
of interaction, and Mango likes 
to steal my daughter’s 
make-up brushes — I find 
them all over the house! 

“Be warned — Orientals 
are not quiet lounge cats and 
will not just sit there and look 
pretty, but if you want a cat 
who acts like a dog you won’t 
find a better one. I think they 



are more interactive than 
Siamese and more intelligent. 

If you want a quiet household 
pet this isn’t the breed for you, 
but if you want one that waves 
you off at the window when 
you go to work and greets you 
when you come home, this is 
the breed to have. 

“I would always encourage 
prospective buyers to go to 
the breeder’s house and see 
the parents as you will be able 
to see some of the kitten’s 
characteristics in them.” 




As Carol and Clare have 
explained, Orientals are 
not a quiet breed and are 
not only vocal but also 
very lively and inquisitive, 
so those looking for a 
placid lap cat should 
choose another breed. 

As Orientals need plenty 
of stimulation, it is best 
to have two to keep each 







other company if you will 
be out at work all day, 
and be prepared to spend 
plenty of quality time 
playing with them when 
you are home. ■ 



www.facebook.com/yourcatmagazine 

@yourcatmagazine 

catchat@yourcat.co.uk 

www.yourcat.co.uk/cat-breed-profiles 
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Feeding time! 

Concerned about feeding your kitten? We’ve spoken to the experts and 
put together a complete guide to making sure your kitten gets all the 
nutrition he needs in his first year. 




T here connes a tinne when nnunn’s 
nnilk is not enough to give kittens 
the valuable nutrients they 
need, and as they grow up it’s 
time to feed them solid foods. But should 
you choose a wet or dry diet, and how 
much should you feed your little bundle? 
It’s vital you get it right as kittens can 
become dehydrated very quickly. 

Nicole Paley, communications 
manager of the Pet Food Manufacturers 
Association (PFMA), says: “Kittens have 
a lot of growing up to do in a relatively 
short space of time. They’ve got to 
develop their muscles. 



bones, skin and fur, teeth and 
internal organs very rapidly, as well 
as learn socialisation.” 

THE WEANING PROCESS 

The introduction to a new diet needs to 
be gradual as Elaine Pendlebury, senior 
PDSA vet, explains: “From the age of four 
weeks onwards kittens will try eating their 
mum’s food, but it’s important to give 
them specific kitten food as their needs 
are very different to an adult cat.” 

Nicole adds: “Between the third and 
fourth week of age the kitten embarks 
on a real growth curve and it’s important 
to gradually introduce a complete and 
balanced kitten diet which meets all the 






^ Did ^ 
i^uknow? 






At birth kittens are 
blind and deaf. Their 
most advanced sense 
is smell which guides 
them towards their 
k mother’s milk. A 
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kitten’s needs at this early stage.” 

As kittens have high energy 
requirements to fuel their fast growth, 
they need to be fed little and often, 
following the feeding guidelines on your 
chosen food. The PFMA recommends 
presenting a meal with formula milk 
specially designed for kittens, then 
replacing the milk with water (if feeding a 
dry food) and finally decreasing the water 
until solely feeding the solid food. 

Cats Protection says: “This whole 
process should happen gradually 
over three to four weeks while kittens 
also continue to suckle, until they are 
feeding freely. Monitor each kitten 
through this time to ensure they are 
each feeding effectively.” 

Elaine adds: “At 12 weeks old kittens 
don’t need milk anymore as it can upset 
their stomachs. They still need plenty of 
fluids so make sure they have plenty of 
fresh water readily available.” 

HOW MUCH AND WHEN? 

Elaine suggests offering kittens food 
around five times a day, and also try 
feeding the kittens separately so the 
greedier ones don’t eat all the food! 




YOUR KITTEN 



“AS KITTENS HAVE HIGH ENERGY REQUIREMENTS 
TO FUEL THEIR FAST GROWTH, THEY NEED TO BE 
FED LITTLE AND OFTEN.” 



Cats Protection’s clinical veterinary 
officer Beth Skillings adds: “Ensure 
you stick to a reputable, complete pet 
food which includes everything kittens 
need to stay healthy, and stick to the 
manufacturer’s recommended feeding 
amount. Giving an unbalanced diet, 
particularly at this critical stage of 
growth, can lead to life-limiting or 
life-long health problems.” 

If your kitten has already been weaned 
onto kitten food when you bring him 
home, find out what he has been eating 
and feed him the same food as a sudden 
change of diet, combined with the stress 
of adapting to a new home, can cause 
stomach upsets. If you want to change 
the diet, do so over seven to 10 days by 



mixing the new food with the kitten’s 
usual diet. The easiest way to provide a 
growing kitten with a balanced diet is to 
feed a premium complete growth diet 
specially formulated for kittens. These are 
usually dry, but some companies 
produce wet varieties too. 

BECOMING AN ADULT 

By the time your kitten is a year old, it is 
time to switch over to adult food. As with 
kitten food, it is important to follow the 
guidelines on the packet to ensure you 
give your cat the correct amount of food. 

Nicole explains: “It’s a good idea to 
weigh out the cat food at the start of the 
day. Then the entire measured amount 
can be put down at once, given in several 
small meals or divided into one meal for 
morning and one for evening. Remember, 
guidelines are just that and owners may 
need to adjust the amount fed dependent 
on the needs of the individual cat.” 

Elaine adds: “It’s very important not to 
feed your cat a vegetarian diet as cats are 
obligate carnivores, meaning they have to 
eat certain nutrients that are only found in 



meat or cat food. It is preferable to feed a 
complete commercial cat food to achieve 
the correct balance of nutrients.” 

Elaine also warns owners that kittens 
should only be fed treats occasionally and 
these should be healthy treats to reduce 
the risk of obesity. Speak to your vet for 
advice if you have any queries about 
feeding your kitten, or email Libby at 
catcare(S)yourcat.co.uk ■ 



FOODS TO AVOID 

• A steady diet of tuna can 
lead to malnutrition 

• Liver 

• Grapes and raisins 

• The sweetener Xylitol 

• Coffee grounds — can easily 
cause death in small cats 

• Onions and garlic — contain 
thiosulphate which is toxic to cats 

• Chocolate 

• Dog food — the balance of 
ingredients are not suitable for 
cats’ digestive systems. 



ifoU'know?^ 

At about six 
months old, 
kittens are around 
three-quarters of 
.their adult size. 
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Plans need to be put in place for the cats when a breeder decides that 
enough is enough, so what happens when a breeder retires? 



hen a breeder 
decides that their 
nnost recent litter 
of kittens will be 
their last, how do 
they responsibly retire fronn 
the breeding world? 

For some, it’s a simple case 
of neutering their queens and, 
once all the kittens have been 
sold, giving their mum cats a 
quiet retirement in their home. 

Steve Crow, Governing 
Council of the Cat Fancy 



(GCCF) chairman, says: “If 
someone is giving up breeding 
in a planned way it can be 
much easier to do; clubs will 
help and give their support.” 
Steve recently worked with 
a breeder who decided to 
rehome all of her cats when 
she retired from breeding: 

“She wondered if she should 
try and rehome them in pairs, 
and we think this is the best 
way of doing things because 
it’s easier for cats to settle 



in a new home if they have 
a familiar companion with 
them,” he explains. 

Penny Akehurst bred 
Burmese for 40 years before 
retiring in 2012. She says: “We 
decided that our last litter of 
kittens would be our final one 
and I had all my entire adults 
neutered. I kept a lot of my 
cats once they had retired 
anyway because I got so 
attached to them and now we 
have 22, ranging from 14 down 
to three years old. 

“We have rehomed in the 
past — it’s the responsible 
thing to do to give them the 
care and attention that maybe 
you can’t. Each breeder makes 
their own choice; some give 
up and get rid of all their cats, 
which is unusual to me if you 
breed because you love cats. 

I wouldn’t be happy living 
without cats — the house 
would feel so empty!” 

But for breeders who have 



larger numbers of cats and 
kittens in their homes, or 
those who find themselves 
having to retire suddenly due 
to ill health or a change in 
circumstances, things can get 
a little more complicated. 

Jen Lacey, one of the GCCF’s 
directors, says: “We recently 
took in a house of Turkish 
Vans and Korats where the 
breeder was going through a 
divorce and could no longer 
care for them, and some of 
them needed vet treatment. 

“The various cat clubs will 
have safe houses who can 
take on cats for a short period 
of time while the cats are 
advertised for new homes and 
we can get them to the vet if 
we need to.” 

Steve offers this advice to 
breeders who have a lot of 
cats: “We always ask people 
to make provisions for their 
cats in case anything happens 
to them and we have to think 
about rehoming all their cats. 

If you’re a breeder, make sure 
you always have your cats’ 
records packaged in separate 
envelopes with their microchip 
details, and make sure their 
vaccinations are up to date.” 

Penny adds: “I would say that 
as you get older and maybe 
retire from work, make sure you 
can afford to continue breeding 
once you don’t have a 
steady income.” ■ 



Find out more at 
www.gccfcats.org 



Meet the RagaMuffin 

Conquering the World, One Heart at a Time 



The UK RagaMuffin Cat Society 
Promoting the 'AUTHENTIC RagaMuffin cat in the UK 

RagaMuffins love to cuddle and play, are loving & affectionate and 
have outgoing and friendly personalities. They are great companions 
and make wonderful family pets. 

For the latest Kitten Availability 
Contact our Helplines: 

Christine Powell: 01737485755 
Michelanne Cann: 01730 300692 



. XI Icr m cs.co.xxlc 








www.yourcat.co.uk 








Burmese 



Colourpoint Persian 




Welcome to our pedigree kitten directory! The listing 
includes hundreds of breeders whose entries are 
colour-coded to help you find kittens local to you. 



■ SCOTLAND ■ NORTH EAST ■ YORKSHIRE ■ EAST MIDLANDS BEAST ANGLIA 
H LONDON ■ SOUTH EAST ■ SOUTH WEST ■ WEST MIDLANDS ■ WALES ■ NORTH WEST 



Bengal 




DAJOXXLINE. BEngal Cat Studs and 
Snow Queens. Proven Bengal Entirety 
Certificated. Also 2 tiered breeding cages 
(£300) Call Joan on 01843841637 (Kent) ■ 



ZINGFRO BRITISH SHORTHAIRS 

established 30 years, have quality blue, 
cream, blue/cream and bi-colour kittens 
from show winning and leukaemia tested 
parents. All kittens registered/vaccinated/ 
insured. Tel: 01332 841521, Mobile: 07989 
792271 (Derbys). ■ 



IDLEBECK British. Chocolates, Lilacs, 
Blacks & Blues plus related Torties & 
Bicolours. Carefully home-reared, GCCF 
registered. Tel: 01483 235748 (Surrey) 
Email: british@idlebeck.co.uk 
www.idlebeck.co.uk ■ 



^ FureverfHends home of Pantherajedi 
& Wildthingz UK Bengal’s. 

' Specialising in Silver, Silver Snow, 

All 3 types of Snow & Early Generations. 
Kittens available to loving homes. 
R^Vacc, Neutered, Microchipped and 4 weeks insurance. 
Tra^. Baker Tel: 020 8391 0134 /07590467233 
http://www.fureverfriends.co.uk ■ 



See CHARMODEN British Shorthair 

See JACOU Burmese 

See ACORN PAWS British Shorthair 



Birman 




SNOWWITCH BIRMANS AND SIBERIANS. 

Birmans in seal, blue, chocolate, lilac, 
solid and tabbies, home reared ,wonderful 
temperaments. Blue boy at stud. Siberians 
in most colours, tel: 01634 230921. S 

ATAKAD Birmans, blues, seals, reds 
and tabbies. Kittens available now 
to permanent, loving homes. Lovely 
temperaments house-reared, registered/ 
vaccinated/ insured. Also red and seal 
points at stud. Tel: 01754 820493 (Lines). 
theresa@dakata.co.uk 



British Shorthair 





British Shorthairs * 

GCCF Registered 
kittens from show 
winning lines (Bucks) 

01753 675066 www.pennypurr.co. ul^ 



HIGHREGAL BRITISH SHORTHAIR KITTENS 

All colours born in March, ready to 
go in June. Fully vacc/ GCCF Reg/ 
ins 81 mircrochipped. Kittens are very 
affectionate raised in family home. 

Good with children, dogs and other cats. 

If interested call Rita on 02083080192 
(Orpington, Kent.) ■ 



ACORNPAWS BRITISH SHORTHAIRS. 

Blue, Silver, Cream, Tabbies & Spotties. 
Bengals - all colours. Kittens usually 
available. Studs available in both breeds. 
Tel: 01704 841991 (Lancs) 
email: acorncattery@aol.com 
www.acorncattery.com ■ 



Charmoden 
British Shorthair 



Specialising in Blues, Blue/Cream and Cream. 
Also White, Bi-Colours and Tri-Colours 




Quality kittens sometimes available to 
show/breed/pet homes. 

Contact Sharon 02476 684 350 



07773 818803 

^ www.charmoden.co.uk ■ 



Best of British Shorthairs 



You have seen the rest, 
now ask the 'BEST 

We are a group of dedicated 
experienced and well 
breeders of the British 
Cal. If you need help> iiifm iuatioii; 
or advice in choosing the 'purrfect' 
compatvioM for you pleaise con tact 'ii&. 

WWW. bestofbriti sh s ho rtha i rs. co . u k 



well respected fs 
ritish Shorthair y 
1 c '1 n V ] 11 Tf ii'iii ;i f 




Telephone: 

Valerie: 01652 ^4574 
Sharon: 02476 684360 



0 Your Cat April 2015 




JACOU BURMESE KITTENS. 

All colours sometimes available. 

All kittens brought-up indoors in loving 
family surroundings. Tel June 0161 980 
2383 (Cheshire/Manchester) 

Email: jacoucats@googlemail.com ■ 

BURMESE CAT CLUB recommends kittens 
should be at least 13 weeks old before 
leaving, registered/fully vaccinated house- 
trained, in good health and well adjusted. 
Kitten list 01622 730861 
Rescue & Rehoming 01483 828625 
Lost 8 l Found 01787 278912 
www.burmesecatclub.com ■ 



Burmilla 




BURMILLA KITTENS 

My next litter of kittens planned for early 
spring 2015, for up to date information and 
photos visit my website. 

Please contact Barbara on 01594 564071 
or gazzellacats@btinternet.com 
or www.gazzellacats.co.uk ■ 



Chinchilla 




VILLIERS CHINCHILLAS & 

GOLDEN PERSIANS 

Sired By IMP/GR CH CH parents. 

Working with German, Dutch & English 
lines. Vac/Reg/Ins, PKD Negative tested & 
Microchipped. Kittens available. 

Tel: 01406 259 232 Mob: 07960 883 233 
email: janet.r@fsmail.net 
www.villierschinchillas.co.uk E 

CASZAN CHINCHILLAS AND GOLDENS, 

along with the dilute (Blue series), 
GCCF/Tica Reg, Breeding from European/ 
USA lines and are PKD Negative. Kittens 
are health checked, vaccinated and 
insured, please visit our website at 
www.caszan.co.uk, 
enquiries to Carole 01932 240215 
orE-Mailinfo@caszan.co.uk. ■ 

TAMOSAH PERSIANS. Specialising in 
Chinchilla Persians 81 Pewter Persians. 
GCCF reg. PKD neg. Cattery. All kittens fully 
vaccinated and micro-chipped. 

Sue Danks 01939 210455 
Email: sue@tamosahpersians.co.uk 
www.tamosahpersians.co.uk ■ 




See AMORAMIST Maine Coon 



Cornish Rex 



w 



RASTAKESHI CORNISH & DEVON REX. 

Quality Cornish Rex kittens available to 
loving homes, bred with love and care. 
Tel: 0114 2403306 
www.rastakeshi.co.uk ■ 

See BRYNULA Devon Rex 



Devon Rex 




BRYNULA DEVON AND CORNISH REX 
KITTENS. Home-reared used to dogs. 
Loving homes only. 

GCCF Registered, Vaccinated, 

Insured and Micropchipped. 

Tel: 01507 480231 
Mobile: 07904 960701 
email: angie_christoffersen@hotmail. 
com ■ 

See EMERISLE Ragdoll 
See RASTAKESHI Cornish Rex 



Exotic Shorthair 



w 



See PENNYDOWN British Shorthair 

See EMERISLE Ragdoll 

See WINDYMEADOW British Shorthair 



Golden Persian 




See VILLIERS Chinchilla 
See CASZAN Chinchilla 




























Maine Coon 



Persian 




AMORAMIST MAINE COONS, 

USA imports. Silver, Brown tabby and 
many other colours in tabby. Kittens 
currently available. Soon to be breeding 
Pure whites. Enquiries welcome. 

T: Mareen 01326 240907 (SW Cornwall) 
E: mareenholdenritchie@yahoo.co.uk 
www.amoramist.com ■ 

LUNARIS Maine Coon kittens. Various 
colours, lovingly home reared. 
Registered/vaccinated/ insured and 
microchipped. To approved homes only. 
Contact Jean Brown 
Tel: 01832 720359 (Kettering) 
www.lunaris.uk.com 
email: ronbrownio@supanet.com ■ 




Maine Coon kittens 

(Cheshire) 

Full of fun. Used to 
dogs, children and 
other cats. 



T; 07944 835366 
E; juliebot@aoLcom 




NORWEGIAN 
FOREST CAT CLUB 




www.nfcc.co.uk 



Hon Sec: 
01282 864099 
Welfare: 
07954 371243 
Kitten List and 
Breeders List: 
07944 467899 




RESHMA 

NORWEGIAN FOREST CATS 

Enchanting Lovabie and Totaiiy 
Addictive. Aii our kittens are raised in 
the home with 100% iove and attention. 
Exceiient famiiy pets affectionate piayfui 
and fuii of character. Cat chat and 
enquiries aiways weicome. 

Contact Jean Tel: 01663 810161 
Email: reshmacats@gmail.com 
Website: www.reshmacats.com 




Oriental 



OOTHA Siamese, Orientals and Foreign 
White. Good type, home-reared kittens 
from show stock. FeLV/FIV tested. 

For details contact Marjorie Davidson- 
Smith Tel: 01707 264450 (Flerts). 

Email: pentirah5@ntlw0rld.com ■ 

See RASTAKESHI Cornish Rex 




BLUZEE PERSIANS. 

Stunning kittens for saie. Biack, 
white, biue, cream, red, tortoise- 
sheii, biue-cream and bi-coiour. 
Home-reared, Registered, Vacci- 
nated, insured. From Champions/ 
Grand Champions. 

Tel: 01277 372086 (Brentwood) 
www.bluzeepersians.co.uk ■ 




See VILLIERS Chinchilla 
See CASZAN Chinchilla 
SeeTAMOSAH Chinchilla 
See WINDYMEADOW British Shorthair 



Ragdoll 




VISIT US AT www.emerisle-cats.co.uk 

to see dozens of professionally taken 
photos of our cats, kittens and famous 
show cats. 11 years running PRBCC 
Breeder of the Year. T: 07774 650217 
E: fitzpatrick.jeanette@googlemail.com 
Available to view shortly Tiffanie - 
Scottish Fold - Ragdoll kittens ■ 

WOODYPAWS RAGDOLLS. 

Beautiful kittens from Championship lines. 
Raised within the home, Microchipped/ 
Vaccinated/Insured. 

GCCF Registered. TBRCC Registered 
Breeder. All patterns, including tabby. 

Tel: Debbie/Alan 01268 710409 (Essex) 
WWW. woodypaws.co.uk ■ 

LOCINE RAGDOLLS GCCF reg. Kittens 
sometimes available. Member of PRBCC 
and TBRCC. Licensed boarding cattery. 
nicola.colcloughi@hotmail.co.uk 
Tel. 01353 675311 (Suffolk). 

Mob: 0791 8882740 
www.locineragdolls.com ■ 

LEIBLING RAGDOLLS gorgeous babies. 
Indoor homes preferred. Both Parents 
have been FICM & PKD tested and can be 
seen. Registered, Vaccinated, Insured. 
Member of TBRCC Tel: 01225 719057 
(Wiltshire) www.leiblingcats.com ■ 

SPIRITDANCERS Ragdolls. Flave beautiful 
kittens ready soon. FeLV/FIV negative 
household. GCCF registered, vaccinated 
and insured, cats and kittens. TBRCC 
registered breeder. Contact Sue 0161 764 
1899 or email: ragdolz47@aol.com 
www.ragdollcats.uk.net ■ 












We are here to help www.ragdoll-rescue.co.uk 
Would you like to adopt a Ragdoll 

Maybe you might have a problem and need help 
with a Ragdoll 

Find out more on our web site 

Contact Dawn Davies South 01442 381509 
Contact Roger Person South 01933354897 



Scottish Fold 



4 ^ 

See EMERISLE Ragdolls 




ADVICE FROM PDSA SENIOR VET. ELAINE PENDLEBURY. 



L ooking after a cat’s 
teeth is just as 
innportant as looking 
after our own — and 
there’s no better time to start 
than when they are a kitten. 

Dental disease is one of 
the most common pet health 
issues, but the good news is 
that owners can help prevent 
it with routine dental care. 

Dental disease doesn’t just 
cause pain in the mouth; it’s 
also linked with other health 
problems, including kidney 
and heart conditions. Gum 
disease can be caused by a 
lack of tooth brushing and 
is more common in older 
animals — but by this point a 
lot of permanent damage has 
already been caused, so it’s 
best to brush their teeth from 
a young age. 

As in humans, plaque sticks 
to the tooth surface. The 
minerals in saliva harden this, 
turning it into tartar. Over 
time, plaque and tartar spread 
under the gums, damaging 
the tissue and building up an 
infection. If allowed to carry 
on, dental disease will damage 
the gums and eventually 
affected teeth may fall out. 
Brushing is the best way to 
combat this and, if started 
early, will become a normal 
part of your kitten’s routine. 

Wearing disposable gloves 
and approaching from the 
side, begin by lifting your 
kitten’s lip and gently touch 
his teeth and gums. Clean 
the teeth by using a flannel 
folded over a finger, a ‘finger 
brush’ or a pet toothbrush. 



Special pet toothpastes 
may also be used, which are 
formulated not to foam in 
your cat’s mouth. Be sure 
to press the toothpaste into 
the brush, otherwise kitty 
will eat it. Start with a few 
teeth and gradually increase 
the brushing. By building up 
slowly, he will become used to 
having his teeth brushed. The 
same technique can be used 
with older animals, but it may 
take a little longer for them to 
become used to each step. 

Feeding special dental diets, 
and using dental toys or chews 
will also help prevent dental 
disease. If you notice any signs 
of dental disease — such as 
bad breath, excessive drooling, 
difficulty eating or rubbing 
the face with a paw — make 
an appointment with your 
vet. For a free downloadable 
leaflet on pet dental care, visit 
www.pdsa.org.uk/leaflets ■ 
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Lynda Audland’s 
gorgeous kitten 
Kymco thinks 
she’s a dog... 



“Kymco is my lovely 
little 12-week-old 
kitten who is a 
shining example of 
whether cats can get 
along with dogs,” 
says Lynda from 
Reading, Berks. 

“She has settled in 
I beautifully with my 
two Whippets and 
can be found many an evening, not just curled up with 
them, but actually hugging them! 

“Kymco is a bit of a whirlwind and very funny. She is 
very bright and worked out the cat flap incredibly 
quickly. The vets loved her when she was vaccinated 
and thought she was adorable, which of course she is... 
and she knows it! I have always had a bit of a soft 
spot for blue cats and she has very unusual colouring 
in that she is blue with gingery bits. She also has 
slightly longer fur than your average shorthair which is 
very pretty. 

“I think my household shows that a chasing breed 
like the Whippet can live quite happily with a cat, which 
is quite surprising as I have often heard that many 
Whippet owners will not contemplate getting a kitten 
too. Kymco loves them and they love her! 

“I have wondered if she thinks she is a dog as she 
loves drinking out of the dog bowl and sticking her 
paws in it. The Whippets have been marvellous and 
it constantly amazes me that dogs and a tiny kitten 
can gel so well, particularly as they are a renowned 
hunting breed. Amazing! Although I can’t quite work 
out whether Kymco thinks she is a Whippet or if the 
Whippets think they are cats!” ■ 



COULD YOUR KITTEN BE OUR KITTEN OF THE MONTH? 

Send your entries, including a photo and around 250 words, to 
editorial@yourcat.co.uk Don’t forget to include your name, your kitten’s 
name and your full address! 






SIAMESE 




Kittens sometimes 




available 


to loving homes. 


01707 264450 (Hertfordshire) 


pentirah5@aol.com ■ 




See SNOWWITCH Birmans 



Sphynx 




POLLYBEE SIAMESE. Specialising in 
beautiful Blue & Lilac point Siamese, 
Tabby point Siamese sometimes available. 
Kittens available now. Tel: 01707 257 323 
email: paula@pollybeecats.myzen.co.uk 
www.pollybeesiamese.co.uk ■ 



WOOZLES SPHYNX. Unique personalities, 
mischief makers yet adorable. Looking 
for special loving indoor homes. Superb 
temperaments. GCCF Registered/ 
vaccinated. Variety of colours. 

Please call Sue Bloxham 
01621 815769 (Essex). 

Email: sue@woozlessphynxcats.co.uk 




Breeder packages 



We offer excellent advertising packages for cat 
breeders who wouid prefer to advertise more 
reguiariy, the package prices are as foilows: 

BRONZE 

25 word lineage £20 per month 
6 month booking 

SILVER 

25 word lineage £15 per month 
12 month booking 

GOLD 

Boxed advert from 2cm x 1 column 
£25 per month 

12 month booking 



ALL PRICES EXCLUSIVE OF VAT 



Advertise on www.yourcat.co.uk within 
our ‘Find a Kitten’ section from oniy £5 
per month when advertising in Your Cat 
magazine. 

Contact Bethan for details 
Tel. 01476 859838 ext 425. 
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Send your kitten photos to pawtraits(5) 
yourcat.co.uk with your name, address 
and your kitten’s name. Every kitten 
printed within our gallery will win 
a rabbit-shaped catnip toy worth 
£4, courtesy of The Natural Pet Toy 
Company! Visit www.naturalpet-toy.co.uk 



www.facebook.com/yourcatmagazine 

@yourcatmagazine 

pawtraits@yourcat.co.uk 



www.you rcat.co.uk 







Whiskers Jones of 
Rotherham, South Yorks. 



Mika Young of 
Hallglen, Falkirk. 



^ Bella Gossett of 
Bromsgrove, Worcs. 



Ash Smith of 
Staveley, Cumbria. 



Lissy and Pepper Wilkinson 
of Ilkeston, Derbys. 



Riley Mulholland of 
Stockport, Greater Manes. 



Lily Tarn of 
Tyne & Wear. 



Matilda Keen of 
/ Stockport, Cheshire. 



i,. Willow Wallace of 
IT Totnes, Devon. 



Poppy Fordyce of 
Loughborough, Leics. 




Photo: courtesy of Laura May Photography 




An Annerican 
adventure 

H ow far would you travel for a cat 
show? Jacky Bliss and her friends 
journeyed from Lincolnshire to 
America with their cats! 

Jackie, Sheila, Gill and Nicki started 
the first leg of their journey driving down 
to Brussels via the channel tunnel. They 
were then able to take a flight to America 
that allowed the cats to travel in the cabin 
with them. Jackie says: “The cabin crew 
were wonderful and very helpful with our 
cats. We were able to give them fresh 
water and food, and ensure they were 
clean and happy at all times — they slept 
most of the way there.” 

The friends took part in a three-day cat 
show in Raleigh, North Carolina, before 
travelling to Washington DC for some 
sight-seeing, staying at the home of some 
American cat breeders, and finishing in 
Parsippany, New Jersey, for another show. 



FIFe crowns 
Bengal winner 

Felis Britannica, the UK’s branch of the 
international cat registry FIFe, recently 
held its annual winners’ show. 

There was a high standard of 
competition with many mature 
titled cats, but the top honour of 
Best in Show National Winner went 
to eight-month-old Bengal kitten, 
Kamrita Elsa Fleur Delacour, bred by 
Sandra Humphrey and owned by Nick 
Chapman and Rachel Nundy. 

Rachel says: “We were shocked but 
ecstatic when Fleur won! She’s a sassy 
girl with bundles of ‘cattitude’ and we 
can’t wait to see how she blossoms 
throughout the year!’’ 




Compiled by Anthony Nichols. 




Jackie’s brown-spotted Bengal boy. 
Champion Purebliss Woody Nightshade, 
seemed to enjoy the trip too. “Woody 
was magnificent throughout our journey 
and the six days of showing. I couldn’t 
wish for better, friendlier behaviour and 
he had a fabulous time with his Toyger 
friend who he shared everything with. 

“At the first show he was a kitten and 
achieved four finals, but at the second 
show he was just old enough to be shown 
as an adult and came home a champion!” 

TICA PROfVlOTES 
TWO BREEDS 

K hao Manees and Australian 
Mists were both promoted to 
full championship recognition at 
a recent board meeting at The 
International Cat Association (TICA) 
headquarters in Harligen, Texas. 

Australian Mist breed chair Val King 
says: “Our group would like to thank the 
judges and board of directors for their 
help and the recognition of our breed. We 
are thrilled to now be able to compete at 
championship level with this wonderful 
breed, not only at the monthly TICA 
shows within the UK, but throughout the 
world internationally with TICA.” 




SHOW DATES 

M«Md 

14 MarcK 

1) Lancashire Cat Club, Robin Park Sports 
Centre, Loire Drive, Newtown, Wigan, 

Lancs. WN5 OUH 

2) Northern Ireland Cat Club, Sixmile Leisure 
Centre, Ballynure Road, Ballyclare BT39 9YU 

Z1 [yjarcS 

1) Somali Cat Club, Ettington Community 
Hall, Ettington Community Centre, Rogers 
Lane, Ettington, Warks. CV37 7SX 

2) Surrey & Sussex Cat Association and 
London Cat Club, Woking Leisure Centre, 
Kingfield Road, Woking, Surrey GU22 9BA 

28 Marck 

1) Preston & Blackpool Cat Club, Preston 
College, St Vincents Road, Fulwood, 

Preston, Lancs. PR2 8UR 

2) Kernow Cat Club, Matford Centre, 

Matford Park Road, Exeter, Devon EX2 8FD 

11 

1) Asian Cat Association, Woolavington 
Village Hall, Woolavington, nr Bridgwater, 
Somerset TA7 8DY 

2) Essex Cat Club, White Oak Leisure 
Centre, Hilda May Avenue, Swanley, 

Kent BR8 7BT 

3) Northern Siamese & Oriental Cat Society, 
Coronation Hall, Milby, Boroughbridge, 

York Y051 9BL 

4) Southern & South Western Birman Cat 
Club, Cricklade Town Hall, High Street, 
Cricklade, Wilts. SN6 6AE 

5) Red Point & Tortie Point Siamese Cat 
Club, Wendover Memorial Hall, Wharf Road, 
Wendover, Bucks. HP22 6HF 

12 Afv'il 

Midland Counties Cat Club, Short Haired 
Cat Society, Asian Group Cat Society, 
Abyssinian Cat Association, Cornish Rex 
Cat Society, Korat & Thai Cat Association, 
LaPerm Cat Club, Singapura Cat Club and 
Snowshoe Cat Society, Aldersley Leisure 
Complex, Aldersley Road, Wolverhampton, 
West Mids. WV6 9NW 

18 Af^'l 

Shorthair Cat Club of Scotland, Lomond 
Centre, Woodside Way, Glenrothes, Fife 
KY7 5RA 

21-22 Marck 

Oneforall Cat Club, Ancholme Leisure 
Centre, Brigg, North Lines. DN20 9JH 

ll-iz l\frW 

MeowTICA, National Basketball Arena, 
Tymon Park, Tallaght, Dublin 24, Dublin 

IdIdJ 

21-22 March 

The Viking Cat Club, Aldersley Stadium, 
Aldersley Road, Wolverhampton WV6 9NW 




Show 



. imgo 



GPC: A grand premier certificate (GPC) can be awarded to a 
premier cat. When the cat obtains three it will become a grand 



premier, which may be abbreviated to Gr Pr or GP. 



Dates and venues correct at the time of 
going to press. Before setting out it would 
be wise to check with the organisers. 
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To advertise here please call Bethan on 01476 859838 Ex 425 m emailih.watson@bpgmedia.co.uk 
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Kiwi in Cat City 

by Vickie Johnstone begins 
a 6-book series starring a 
magical cat who investigates 
mysteries with her two 
humans, James and > 

- 

:o.uk/Vickie-Johnstone/e/B004SZ9TGE 



CAT SITTING 



CAT SITTING FRANCHISE. 

Earn a great living with your own cat 
sitting business! 
www.HonneLovingCats.com 



a 



GIFTS 



HVice 4- QjLiirKy 

^ T skirts. Clocks. PU^iA&s 
8 Cards etc. 

Visit our Ebay shop at 
www.nice-gifts.co.uk 




wwwih ec3tg3 1 1 e ty—cojj k 



MB! 



‘Recommended by the Writer’s Bureau’ 

A love story which 
will make you smile 
and cry. 

Kids will fall In love 
with Batuffolo. 
Available on Amazon, 
now also formatted for 




yourcat.co.uk 



^GROOMING COURSES 



^PRODUCTS 



with a 



My SnuggteSafe h&atpad 
stays warm for 10 hours In its cosy cover. 

Just heat it in a microwave for a few minutes. 

heat Easts alt day or ait night and ft's ^ 

great to take with nrta when 1 go travelllrtg. ' 

The SnuggteSafe heatpad is bIso ideal for 
newts3m oteideriy pels. Vets ami rescue 
Centres all over the world use and reo^mmend it 
Avaiable l^m Homejgading pet 

vets and perwo^ es. You can also buy 

.srsy ggtasafe .com where you wil find tmm 
Ung SnuggleSafe pet products. Or call 01903 730tTf 







Are you 
looking for 
an additional 
service at your 
cattery or a 
career in Cat 
Grooming? 



Absolutely Animals Ltd 

The Dog and Cat Grooming Specialists 

Come and learn from the best! 

We use Cat friendly, kind and safe products 
and methods. Flexible dates to suit individuals. 

www.absolutelyanimals.biz 




MAD ABOUT CAT S 



Cat Themed Gifts, 
Cat Toys and 
Accessories. 

Tel: 01942 717667 



BRAND NEW WEBSITE 



www.madaboutcats.com 



^Tne Qt Gallery 

^ NEW CATALOGUE Visit our website 
AVAmUL^^ for our range of 
V * Iti fantastic gifts for 
S?" you and your 
feline friends. 

V Or coll on 

01 904 63 1 61 1 
to request a 
■^'catalogue. 



^OUTDOOR CAT TREES 



OUTDOOR CAT TREES for gardens 
or enclosures. Hand nnade with care. 
Fronn only £70 including delivery. 
www.kittyklinnbers.co.uk 
0121 430 4132 



^ PET MEMORIALS 



INDIVIDUAL PET MEMORIALS by 

craftsnnen. Stone, nnarble, granite 
remembrance tablets. New full colour 
brochure on request. 

Tel: 01672 516797 www.mjsly.co.uk 




Reserve your eopy of 
Your Cat magazine - 
JUST ASKYOUR LOCAL 
NEWSAGENT ORNEAREST 
BRANCH OE WHSMITH 



P SCREENING 



^^Pet Memor ials 



suitable for all 



winnine 
artists £ 
craftsmen 



si ^ Call LI 
men W 



tablets, markers 
bespoke 
memorials... 



Gall US 0 T 1 01482 3T4 934 
wmtliepQtniemDri3l.co.uk 



DOOR & WINDOW 
PET SCREENS 



Keep your valuable 
pets Indoors, and 
let in the fre^ airi 



I FLYGUARD PET & INSECT SCREENS 

, Tel: 07887 618991 

I email: enquiries@flyguard.co.uk 

www.flyguard.co.uk 



a 



PRODUCTS 



www.elliots|ietwarehouse.co.uk 

0 0 A Feline Specialists 
Try us today for 
all your cats needs 

OmZ 663296 



PLEXIDOR PET DOORS 

■ SEE-THROUGH ■ SELF-CLOSING ■ LOCKABLE 

■ WEATHERPROOF ■ QUIET, SAFE, EASY TO USE 

■ SIZES FROM CAT TO GREAT DANE 

Pet doors for all house doors, walls and windows. 

The Ultimate Pet Door 




Products 

Bayside, Lunan Bay Angus DD1 1 5ST 
Tel: 01241 830421 Mob: 07947 847922 
Email: petproducts@hotmail.com 
www.catdoors.co.uk 



PLEASE MENTION 
YOUR CAT MAGAZINE 
WHEN REPLYING TO 
ADVERTISEMENTS 



RESCUE CENTRES ■ 

There are so many cats in rescue centres waiting for their forever homes — why 
don’t you rehome a rescue for your next pet? Contact any of the rescue centres 
below and see if you can help a rescue cat. 





Registered Charity 201654 



FOAL FARM 

ANIMAL RESCUE CENTRE 
Jail Lane Biggin Hill 
Kent TN16 3AX 



Homes wanted for cats, dogs, and small animals. 

01959 572386 www.foalfarm.org.uk 



We have lots of cats and kittens looking for 
loving homes. For more information contact: 
The Lord Whisky 9ancfuary Fund 
Park House, Stelling Minnis 
Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 GAN 
Tel: 01303 8G2G22 
WMAA/.lordwhisky.co.uk 




Registered Charity No. 298348. 



^ National Animal 

r r<^ 



Welfare Trust 

WWW. nawt.org. u1 
0208 950 0177 

































MEET THE TEAM 

Your Cat magazine is pubiished 
monthiy by BPG Media Ltd, 
1-6 Buckminster Yard, Main 
Street, Buckminster, Grantham, 
Lines. NG33 5SB 
Tei. 01476 859820 
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Chioe Hukin 
chioe(a)yourcat.co.uk 
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Rachel Grafton 
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Hannah Vickers 
hannah@yourcat.co.uk 






^ FREE [CAT CROSS-STITCH PATTERN INSIDE " ^ 



Fukushima’s 
forgotten cats 



I hand-reared 
'leopard cub’ 

t Treating 
^ feline 



£800 



cat-friendly 
cleaning 
products t 

Grooming JM 
guide 9 
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EXCLUSIVE short story by Christir 
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newsagent to reserve 



If you’ve got an Apple, Android or Kindle 
Fire device then you can download 
the Your Cat App for FREE! Read the 
magazine on the go and wherever you 
are in the world, save some pennies with 
a cheaper subscription and download 
back issues! 



With a subscription to Your Cat, you’ll be able 
to get your cat fix every nnonth, save nnoney 
and have the nnag delivered straight to your 
door! Order online at www.bpgmags.com 



From essential cat advice to exclusive 
weekly competitions and daily news updates 
from the world of cats, www.yourcat.co.uk is 
the place to be! 



We post daily updates on our Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and Pinterest sites, so you’ll 
find a wealth of catspiration with us! From 
top tips to cute cat pics, there’s always plenty 
going on for cat lovers. And while you’re there, 
show us your cat pics too! 



©ion ci\T \mw 

If you’re a fan of online forums, why not give 
ours a try? It’s a meeting place for cat owners 
to swap advice, pictures and stories! Head to 

www.yourpetforums.co.uk to get involved! 
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Get crafty with 
our DIY puzzle 
feeder ideas 



Maintaining feline 
harmony in a 
multi-cat household 









Could a Norwegian forest 
cat be the one for you? 



Plus... 



Exclusive short story from novelist Melanie 



SAVE 30% 



Hudson • ‘Gogglebox’ star Chris Steed on his feline 



on the cover price when you 



co-stars • Keeping parasites at bay • Prizes to be won 



subscribe! Turn to page 32. 



Your Cat giveaways 



April 2015 



For your chance to win one of this month’s giveaways, simply visit www.yourcat.co.uk/giveaways quoting code AYC15BGD and 
follow the instructions on screen. Alternatively, fill in the form below and send to us before the closing date April 14, 2015. Please 
note, you can enter online from March 13, 2015. 



Book shop (page 13) 

□ ‘Stanley Smartpants and the Poisoned 
Parrots’ by Alexander Martin 

□ ‘Toby the Cross-eyed Stray’ 
by Celia Haddon 

□ ‘Fit Cat: Tips and Tricks to Cive Your 
Pet a Longer, Healthier, Happier Life’ by 
Arden Moore 

Freebies (page 25) 

□ Trixie scratch post 

□ Cat Mate microchip cat flap 

□ Claire Loyise jewellery bundles 

□ Virbac Indorex 

Celeb interview (page 34) 

□ ‘The Missing and the Dead’ 
by Stuart MacBride 

^ Your Cat April 2015 



Win all this (page 35) 

□ The answer is 

Puzzle (page 59) 

□ The eight-letter word is 

Short story (page 64) 

□ ‘The Soft Whisper of Dreams’ 
by Christina Courtenay 

Shopstop (page 68-71) 

□ All for Paws toy bundles 

□ Kitty Roberts Radio 

BPG Media and the companies offering these 
giveaways may use your details to let you know 
about other products and services that would be of 
interest to you. If you do not wish to receive this in- 
formation, please tick this box □ Competition rules 
can be found online at www.yourcat.co.uk/rules 



Send to: Competitions (April), 

Your Cat, BPC Media, 1-6 Buckminster 
Yard, Main Street, Buckminster, Crantham, 
Lines. NC33 5SB 

Name: 

Email address: 



Daytime phone no. (required for delivery): 



Address: 



Postcode: 
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A Pets at Home’s 
Deodorising No 
Rinse Shampoo 
removes unpleasant 
odours and bacteria 
to freshen up your 
cat’s coat. Buy 
200ml for £5 from 
www.petsathome. 
com or tel. 0800 
328 4204. 



◄ John Paul Pet Body & 
Paw Wipes deodorise and 
remove loose hair from the 
coat — they also contain 
aloe and lanolin to remove 
dander and moisturise paw 
pads. Buy for £7.95 from 
www.jppet.co.uk 



T Rosewood Soft Protection 
Salon Cat Brush (£3.99) and 
Soft Protection Salon Grooming 
Rubber Brush (£2.99). Find 
stockists at www. 

HLl rosewoodpet.com 

or tel. 01952 883408. 
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Wipes 



www.you rcat.co.uk 



Aim to brush your 
shorthaired cat weekly. 
This will also give you 
a chance to check his 
overall health 
^ while improving , 
your bond! 



If your cat will tolerate 
it, use the bristle brush to 
sweep the coat in the wrong 
direction and then smooth it 
down again. This will bring any 
loose hairs to the surface. Then, 
using the mitt or pad, remove 
all the loose hairs 
while giving your cat’s 
^ coat a good massage. 



Next month;^ 
How to give a 
cat a tablet J 








Vet’s Kitchen Vet’s Kitchen 
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finest salmon A trout 
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We know how much you love your cat, which is why we are so passionate 
about what goes into Little Hearts. 

Our treats are free from anything artificial and simply packed full of 
goodness using a recipe developed by our team of practising vets here 
in the UK, so you can be sure they only contain the best possible 
ingredients to help give your cat a long and healthy life. 

Little Hearts. Made with love. 

(Also available in game with rabbit, duck & venison and triple treats with chicken, 
salmon & game). 

Follow us on Twitter ©heartsforcats & www.facebook.com/littleheartsforcats 

Available in supermarkets and at www.vetskitchen.co.uk and www.ocado.com 



Vet’s Kitchen 



CARING FROM THE INSIDE OUT 



